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THE SWING-CLIPPER

UPPER RIGGING DECK Nad ; THAT'S...
/ p A LOT

: OF DROPS.
50... WE DROP
THROUGH THE

SHEAR-LINE HERE,
THEN RIDE THE

THERMALS POWN
THE SPINDLE
TO LEVEL

ALOT THAT
CAN AND HAS
GONE WRONG,

TURN BACK?
AN’ MISS ALL S
THE GOOD B NG WE DIDN'T
& . COME THIS
FAR TO
CLIMB BACK
ouT,

e WE /) | S ok : B3 SLOANE
i e " PP i ey R AGE: 16
R s T = & 7 : SRB EX-ANCHORITE CADET

NO AERIAL VESSEL
CAN SURVIVE WHAT
LIES BELOW.

NOT THE CLIPPER.
NOT ANYTHING.

YOU GO DOWN
THERE... YOU
DON'T GET

JUNO “THE HOOK"
AGE: 44
CAPTAIN

) DEEPER THAN
THE CHOICE B o RO e R @ 7 f SRR f | ANy MAP.
Hl HARDENS. SR e iR i "N Ny / 0 & | FARTHER THAN
RESOLVE R, = e N AN ; . TOGETHER.
TAKES ROOT. [ ! iy y E | ; - | WE 6O.




TANGLE SYNDICATE DOCKS
OUTER RING, KANSAO
23:47 LOCAL
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JUNO N Wl - g
“THE HOOK” _ Y s W
DEBT: PAID IN BLOOD. WELL, WELL. | { ! 3 r
TRUST: NON-EXISTENT. 3
y LOOK WHO ot b ) 2
N FINALLY DECIDED ' /
" TO SURFACE. i
Ny - ;

K e .7 STILL WEARIN'
ha, o % 7 ? THAT PRETTY PINK
e ..a—--‘--."«f‘- -“: ® &,. !.,/ \ "; R‘AVE MARK, JUNO?
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Bl : TANGLE BROKER o
b : VELLEN “SPIDER" KADE |, -

Lt f DEALS IN EVERYTHING. |~ 88 4
- ESPECIALLY SECRETS. /==

. ¢ ) : s

b Y~ DON'T ¥ Luck's
. - Y Va PUSH YOUR NOTHIN' TO DO
' LUCK, KADE. WITH IT.

WHAT'LL IT TAKE
TO GET YOU HOOKED
AGAINT

SOMETHIN'
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JUNO
"THE HOOK"

DEBT: BLOODTIDE
PAID IN FULL.

- ~
- g'\
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TANGLE SYNDICATE
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LEDGER BALANCED.
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HEAVY DIVE VESSEL / PRESSURE-RATED / DREADNIGHT-CLASS fica )
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THE HOOK L~y 1
SALVAGE SPECIALIST ' N NN
DREADNIGHT VET Yl (2 )
ONE ARM. MANY DEBTS. 3 LA -0 4

THAT'S WHY
SHE COSTS MORE
THAN YOUR LIFE,

KID.

“PATCHWORK"”
POGO

JUNIOR MECHANIC
GREASE MONKEY

LIKELY TO DIE YOUNG.

SHE'LL TAKE
US PLACES
OTHERS CAN'T
DREAM OF.

OR SHE'LL

CRUSH Us

WHERE WE
STAND.

EITHER WAY...

.SHE'S OUR
PROBLEM
NOW.



“PATCHWORK” P0oGo

15. CHIEF SCRAPPER. el
GEARHEAD. WELDER. ‘== ANOTHER DAY, |
PROBABLY A GENIUS. | | ANOTHER DOZEN \
> o REASONS THE
. N MANTA SHOULDN'T
=0 I\ STILL FLY.
= ol
v \
0 1 il i smmc'ATE
& o \I" A 4 f.f—r-" LNREFINED. UNREGULATED.
F ,@& 3 - e _5% UNSTOPPABLE.
s - T
BIX B

THREE DEGREES

14, RANGE CALIBRATOR.
LEFT! LOWER!

TIMER KEEPER. NERVOUS.
DOES THE MATH.
S0 THEY DON'T HAVE To.

GOOD. LOCK
IT. NOW FEED
THE LINE.

NEW BRASS. S0 “ SCAVENGED PARTS, & 7 SHE'LL LEAK.
OLD STEEL. . QUESTIONABLE ORIGINS. |,/ SHE'LL RATTLE.
; i ] PERFECTLY SERVICEABLE. | . SHE'LL GET US HOME.




ECHO ARRIVES
QUIETLY AT THE
EDGE OF THE
HANGAR.

PAUSING AT THE
TOP OF THE
GANGWAY,
OVERLOOKING
THE MANTA
BELOW.

WOLILDN'T BE
MUCH OF A CAT
IF I DIDN'T KNOW
HOW TO LAND ON

TOOK YOU
LONG ENOUGH.
I WAS STARTIN'
TO THINK YOU

GOT LOST.

You
MAKE A LOT
OF NOISE FOR
SOMEONE WHO
MOVES LIKE

GOOP TO
SEE YOU,
RENN.

STAY OUT OF
TROUBLE?




THEY CALLED
HER THE MANTA.

e e

NOT BECAUSE SHE

| GLIDED...BUT BECAUSE
SHE REMEMBERED
HOW TO.

NEW SHELL.
DIFFERENT WEIGHT.

READ. ADAPT.
MOVE,

5

- | SLOANE
EX-CADET. RULES FIRST. SYSTEMS MIND. OVERTHINKS.
EMOTIONS... LATER. OVERBUILDS. KEEPS US ALIVE.

PATHFINDER. SEES WHAT
OTHERS CAN'T.

| TOGETHER—
WE GO DEEPER.
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THE AMBER SEA. | ¢
DEPTH: 2,713 METERS. [gh#

Y  were  \
HITTING PENSER |8
CLRRENTS!

PRESSLIRE
INCREASING

IT FEELS WA WE'RE
LIKE THE SEA - SLRROUNDED...
mseLF 15 S : THERE'S NO

pusHING Back. SIS UP HERE.

EVERY BEAM,
| EVERY BOLT
HOLDS.

JusT
THE AMBER SEA...

AND THE WILL
TO KEEP GOING.




THE MANTA  ©

THIRTY THOUSAND LEAGUES
BELOW THE SURFACE .

FOURTEEN,

SONAR TECHMICIAN,
OVERTHINKS EVERYTHING.
UNDERSTANDS

TOO MUCH.

SLOANE.

SIXTEEN.
EX-VANGUARD CADET.
PISCIPLINE IS

THE ONLY THING

SHE HAS LEFT.

IT SHOULDN'T

BE POSSIBLE.

NOT AT THIS DEPTH.
NOT THIS SIZE.

RENN. RUNNING
SIXTEEN, - - LIGHTS.
LINE-RIGGER. ' v : '

MOVES FAST. el * v " GIVE ME TWO
THINKS FASTER. j / " _ _ 4 SECONDS.
BREAKS THINGS g ; : '

ON PURPOSE.

FIXES THEM BETTER.

SUDDENLY,
THE OCEAN
FEELS CLOSE.




THE ir
ALL SYSTEMS: OFFLINE
CREW: 3

OBJECTIVE: UNKNOWN

THE DEEPEST
SILENCE
| IS NOT ABSENCE.
IT IS PRESEMCE
| WITHOUT VOICE.

IT MOVES.
SOMETHING
MILES WIDE.
BEYOND

OUR SIGHT.

ik
£

SLOANE ECHO
SEES NOT HEARS WHAT
WITH EYES THE HULL
BUT WITH FORGETS. 3 TENSION
DISCIPLINE. PRESSURE. | » N | BeFoRe
SHE LISTENS FREQUENCY. |' % IT FORMS.
FOR ERROR. pisTance. (VARSI ') ::ERE;EES
FOR INTENT. 1y
INTENTION. \3 N\ SETVEER
[t \.' _\‘ d ] STILL AND
Lty SNAP.
b : L

IT REMEMBERS
EVERYTHING.

NO ORDERS. Ly
NO WORDS. .} ey

| / - g ° THREE HEARTS.

l ONLY 4;;_-' '_ OMNE BREATH. UNTIL IT
AGREEMENT. : JERO LIGHT. DECIDES

TO SPEAK,

EER

INFINITE DEPTH.




IT's
RIGHT
OUTSIDE.

TENSION-GAUNTLET. WRAP. TUCK.

SPOOL OUT. ';// = \_ l\. '~ :
- N ) ¢
= \\_ I- & = L

¥ GOOD.
8 THAT'S IT.

RENN
MOVES
BEFORE

THINKING.

LET THE
LIGHT FADE.

OUT THERE,
SOMETHING
MASSIVE
KEEPS
MOVING.

YOU'RE
SAFE.

WE DON'T
EXIST.



IT PASSES.

THE MANTA
| TREMBLES.

J - o
3 -

PRESSURE WAVES
ROLL AGAINST THE HULL.

OLD METAL
REMEMBERS FEAR.



HEY, EASY,
GIRL.

IT'S ALL
CLEAR NOW.

*WHEW* )

I DON'T KNOW

HOW YOU DO 1T, T %
Rl ’ 3

RENN. §

PLLLING RABBITS A
OUT OF SCRAP
BAGS...

. SYSTEM sTATUS

CRITICAL ERRORS: CLEARED 1
HULL INTEGRITY: STABLE
| CREW STATUS: RECOVERING
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YOU GAVE US
QUITE A SCARE.

NOT RABBITS.
FOXES.

WAY COOLER.

I.. T THOUGHT
THAT WAS IT.

WE REALLY
DI IT THIS
TIME...

FOR ONCE,
EVEN I WAS
NOT CERTAIN.

WELL DONE,
EVERYONE.

..I ADMIRE
You.,

Y-YOU'RE
INCORRIGIBLE.

I SUPPOSE

THAT 15 WHY n 4
IT WORKS. i _
o b

gt N # 1
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I Enoies: RESTARTNG )

POWER ROUTING.. 4%
THRUST CALIBRATION.... 62%

MANTA: RISING SLOWLY /iﬁ;
K, SN 8



WELL, WE

ausT sumpep [

INTO IT.

THAT'S GOTTA
COUNT FOR
SOMETHING.

ANCIENT,
TOO.

D-PIP WE
BREAK
SOMETHING?!

PRE-RESET
ARCHITECTURE.

N\ 3
OLDER EVEN f" TH-THERE'S
THAN THE FIRST A WHOLE CITY §
VANGUARD POWN HERE...

CENSUS,
HOW PID

NOBODY
FIND THIS?!

DOCUMENT
i EVERYTHING.

NO LOOTING. W
NO DISTURBING Rk
THE SITE. 1

NOT LOOTING! §
JusT... 3
OBSERVING! J




AND WE
i DIDN'T EVEN
), SINKIT. I-1 STILL
THINK WE
SHOULD'VE
SUNK [T...

THE MAPS CALLED IT
A NECROPOLIS.

THE ANCHORITES CALLEDR IT
A HERESY.

THE CURRENT
REMEMBERS

EPISODE 01: DESCENT

IT'S JUST THE
BEGINNING.

TO BE CONTINUED...



