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YOU SAID:

"I WANT THE TRUTH.'
THE TRUTH IS
I CAN'T PUT IT

INTO WORDS.

BUT YOU CAN
FEEL LT

HERE.

e




-IﬁE
| 00:00:00

JIW R,
I EEE L.
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CONTAINMENT ROOM: THE BOX

LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)

4m x 4m x 3m / NO CORNERS / NO ESCAPE
SOUND-DAMPENING FIELD / OBSERVATION MODE

o | mEwR: ﬁ'
00:00:07

WALL FLUID A
DISPENSER ==
PALM
PANEL
(L
# N ]

PANEL
(R)
4
R, R, MH—

TRTHEFRICHIELTVLS,

3

‘  ENVIRONMENT: STABLE

!

THE BOX SCHEMATIC

AF—VEH
00:00:15

v

! DIMENSIONS:
s 4.0m % 4,0m % 3.0m

i VOLUME: 48.0m?

MATERIAL: LARC

( LIGHT-ABSCREING
REACTIVE COMPOSITE }

~ SEAMLESS / NO CORNERS
N ESCAPE

SYSTEMS

= PULSE-LIGHT RING (CEILING)
* WALL FLUID DISPENSER

= PALM PANEL (LEFT / RIGHT}
* SOUND-DAMPENING FIELD

+ OBSERVATION MODE: ACTIVE
= EXIT: NONE

70 k3LER
00:00:28 ==

.4|
et

BEEZFMICIERY 3.

{-:mw: MY, J

> PROTOCOL INITIATED...

> ID SYNC... OK

> NEURAL STABILITY... OK

> COGNITIVE FUNCTION... NORMAL
> OBJECTIVE: SITUATION ANALYSIS
> PRIORITY: SURVIVAL / ESCAPE

5 FxvoIER
" | 00:01:02

FrusEE TS K- B0 - R

[CHECKLIST: AIR / WATER / EXIT / TIME]

1. =& (AIR)
MEMCRE : 209%
ZBHEHRRE | 0.04%
WME: 101.3kPa
R EX

2. 7K (WATER)
#4670 : WALL FLUID DISPENSER

STATUS: OK

WSS : Ha0 STATUS: OK
$EME: 99.9%
HIEE
3. HO (EXIT)
B:uL STATUS: NONE

LTI FL
Wil o—LLA/RE
HEER: L

4. B5f (TIME)
PyBRBSEE : 00:01:02
SMBEOEN: KA
$EillBGRD: 89

STATUS: UNKNOWN

REWE: E7FrThe. MR,

o

OVERALL: SURVIVABLE. CONTINUE OBSERVATION.

_Ejﬁﬁ

00:01:45

CCIETIEAW.
chid. HEhathofEs.

1! -

> LOG SAVE... OK
> MEMORY FLAG: ENTRY UNKNOWN
> ADAPTATIOM: IN PROGRESS
> NEXT ACTION:
. ENVIRONMENT MAPPING
. PALM PANEL ANALYSIS
... OBSERVATION COMTINUATION

T0 BE CONTINUED... |




THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAY

4m x 4m x 3m . ...WHERE
AM I?

FLUID
DISPENSER

MATERIALS
T

YOU'RE
ESTIMATING B
PATTERNS. !

POLYMER SURFACE LAYER ——

| A LERR L)

DAMPING MATRIX

FLEXURE GRID

MICRO-RESONANT LATTICE L _

ENERGY DISTRIBUTION LAYER —  — 1 &~
- THRUM +




@1 | ROOM OVERVIEW
THE ROOM (THE BOX) —_—

’ ; CEILING |
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER PULSE-LIGHT RING |
dn x 4m x 3 PULSE WHITE |

SEAMLESS « MATTE » LIGHT ABSORBING
NO CORMERS = NO ESCAPE

3.0m

SYSTEM MODE

INVENTORY SWEEP

REN KASUGA >> LEAD

MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA >> OBSERVER & .

84 | DOOR (MAG-LOCK)

B EMOY Y

(Door: Mag-lock)

MAGNETIC SEAL DOOR

1 UNIT

STATUS: LOCKED

LOCK TYPE: MAG-LOCK

HANDLE : NONE L

% | LOCKED

—

= ||

/I\ NO MANUAL OVERRIDE DETECTED

ROOM INVENTORY SUMMARY
THE ROOM (THE BOX) / LAYER 1 4

WALL FLUID
DISPENSER
1 UNIT

02 | WALL FLUID DISPENSER

85 | REMOVABLE WALL PANELS

b — o,
L— i “L
- 4 REMOVABLE PANELS
FOUND
[ <
- - '--‘_;\'___

EACH PANEL:

SIZE: 1m x 2m (APPROX.)
MATERIAL: MATTE COMPOSITE
SEAL: MAGNETIC
REMOVABLE: YES

MAGNETIC SEAL DOOR
I(W:EMD#?]
1 UNIT

VENTILATION SLIT

(RO : EIE)
1 UNIT

@3 | VENTILATION SLIT

md @ B

(Air vent: Welded)

WELDED SHUT /|j

R

VENTILATION SLIT
1 UNIT

STATUS: WELDED
AIRFLOW: NONE

==

@6 | CEILING HATCH

CEILING HATCH 1
1 UNIT = =
STATUS: SEALED

ACCESS: ABOVE

REMOVABLE WALL PANELS
4 UNITS

CEILING HATCH
1 UNIT




THE ROOM (THE BOK)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)

PULSE-LIGHT RING: ACTIVE
FREQUENCY: 18Hz

PULSE COLOR: #F5FOES
CYCLE: 1/ 72

THE PULSE-LIGHT RING
RECESSES. IT PLLSES.
THE ROOM RESPONDS.
THE BODY REMEMBERS.

ONE PULSE
EVERY HEARTBEAT.

EIGHTEEN
PULSES PER
SECOND.

SEVENTY-TWO
PULSES PER
HOUR.

CYCLE ONE
OF SEVENTY-TWO.

IT HURTS—
IT HURTS—
IT HURTS

EIGHTEEN
HERTZ.

RIGHT IN THE
VAGUS NERVE
RESOMNANCE
BAND.

NO WONDER
IT'S TEARING
THROUGH YOU.




‘ THE ROOM (THE BOX)

‘ LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)
4m x 4m x 3m
Seamless Matte Composite
Sound-Dampening Field
Pulse-Light Ring

| Pulse White (#F5FOE8)

|

DEAD END.
SOLID WALL.

| F2R03—
® | BBUR:

HEE84

Hix 04




THE ROOM (THE BOX) " e
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER) [ j’] w NO ODOR.
SENSORY WATER TEST

NO BLRN.

s (6uL?) 4 o

NOTHING
IMMEDIATE.
PROCEED.

WULL RUID DSPENSER

WO
HUNDRED
MILLILITERS.

STANDARD

SENSORY -
PROTOCOL. .j_

| RULE: sAMPLE ALL

UNKNOWN SUBSTAMCES.
| VERIFY. ADAPT, SURVIVE.
| S

HM.
LET'S SEE

WHAT WE'RE

o ff' o
A

(SNIFF) ' ‘\ iy, b
Neuepnan t 35

—

. : . _q
E - 7;/ ;_ y ‘ |
= Falir o T
v 7:/ = P d ;

LAVENDER...
OLD TILES...
MEDICINAL BATH...
GRANPMA'S...

UGH...!



THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)
‘ 4m x 4m x 3m

SEALLESS CONTAINMENT SPACE

- CONSTRICTED

PULSE-LIGHT RING
STATUS: ACTIVE
MODE: PULSE WHITE

AUDIO MOMITOR
| SOURCE: VOICE
UNIT: dB SPL

OXYGEN SUPPLY
STATUS: NOMINAL

|| TREND: STABLEJ
3

VENTILATION SLIT IRIS

LISTEN UP,
MIKA.

THIS ISN'T
A PRISON.
IT'S AN
ENVIRONMENT.

ENVIRONMENTS
REQUIRE
MAINTENANCE.

REN KASUGA
N 28 / SPECIAL OPERATIVE
2 PRIMAL LAYER ADMIN

MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA |
24 / CIVILIAN
STATUS: NON-COMPLIANT

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE
EXHAUSTION

APATHY

EMOTIONAL WITHDRAWAL

VOICE LEVEL RISING...

76.3 dB

SCHEDULED CONFLICT
PROTOCOL ENGAGED

WANT FROM
ME?!

I'M NOT YOUR

EXPERIMENT!

I'M NOT YOUR
ToOoL!

e
ER =%
CONFLICT = OXYGEN
SYSTEM PRINCIPLE

EXACTLY.
THAT'S THE
POINT.

CONFLICT
GENERATES

OXYGEN.

SILENCE
CONSUMES IT.

PROTOCOL: SCHEDULED CONFLICT

| 1. INDUCE VOCAL ACTIVITY

[ 2. MAINTAIN dB LEVELS 2 60 ,
3. STABILIZE OXYGEN OUTPUT |
4. PREVENT HYPOXIA

|
OBJECTIVE: SURVIVAL THROUGH DISSENSION




PULSE 36

(THE BOX)
LAYER 1

(PRIMAL LAYER) J/,

OXYGEN,QUALITY
14%

VENT IRIS
SEALED

qiéumcm.

ﬁR GUMENT
Y

E‘ I'M NOT ,
0

A
THE ROOM ¥
4

= —F

ASKING.

4 WE ARGLE.
A4 NOW.

PULSE 36

PEOPLE
PIE DOWN
HERE!

AND YOU
JUsT—

LAYER 1: PRIMAL LAYER
THE ROOM (THE BOX)

PULSE 36

ARGUMENT PROTOCOL ENGAGED

TRIGGER: VOCAL CONFLICT
RESPONSE: VENT IRIS UNLOCK
CONDITION: DXYGEN QUALITY INCREASE

PULSE 36—37

VENT IRIS: OPEN
OXYGEN QUALITY INCREASING

"OXYGEN QUALITY

14% > 28%

ARGUMENT PROTOCOL
EXECUTION LOG

PULSE 36

OXYGEN QUALITY
14%
VENT IRIS
SEALED

PROTOCOL
ARGUMENT

YOU WANNA

ARGLE?

PULSE 37 |
-EX‘/J

PROTOCOL
COMPLETE. =&

CONDITION |8

MET,

| | REN kasuga 7 B v, i
[ I 101
EELEVE F0eP ."

| BRIy
B, |

(0XYGEN INCREASE +14) |

PULSE: 37
STATUS: CLEARED

REN KASUGA / MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA
PULSE 36-37



—

| REN KASUGA, 28
USES FULL PHYSICAL
FORCE AND TORQUE
TO PRY WALL PANEL 1.

RESULT: NO YIELD.

—

THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)

.‘;.\___- :

| MATERIAL ANALYSIS:
UNKNOWN COMPOSITE.
MICRO-LATTICE DENSITY:
OFF THE CHARTS.

YIELD POINT:
NONEXISTENT.

(" MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA, 24
APPROACHES WITH
| STEADY, ALERT GAT.

Jy

ANOMALY DETECTED:

CAUSE: UNKNOWN.

TRIGGER: TOUCH (NO FORCE)
RESPONSE: PANEL DELAMINATION
THRESHOLD: ZERO NEWTONS

LOGGED.

Yk oo S S S .




THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)

IT OPENED...!

\
0.0m '-
= M
[___ | DEPTH: -3.0m
] | UPPER CHAMBER
= (IDENTICAL LAYOUT)
Feopin = | 4.0m x 4.0m x 4.0m

Y =l
-3.0m — IR - &
l 1
. .= -
1 b
= J .WHAT IS :
E THIS PLACE? 3
- [ PRIMAL LAYER i — = = fﬁa?
. [ OBJECTIVE: OBSERVATION + MEASUREMENT =~ e T [| | S



THE ROOM (THE BOX) - LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)
PERCEPTION DIVERGENCE - CYCLE TWO

WALL FLUID DISPENSER ACTIVATED

SUBJECT: REN KASUGA SUBJECT: MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA
PERCEIVES: PURE WATER P L Ees - PERCEIVES: AMNIOTIC FLUID (37°C)

4dm x 4m x 3m
N S SEAMLESS MATTE COMPOSITE
R ™ ﬂ SOUND-DAMPENING FIELD
z PULSE-LIGHT RING

N ‘ﬁ EMITTING PULSE WHITE

I-ICAN'T...!

\ ICAN'T
) TOUCH THAT!

S
SAME ROOM. SAME DEVICE.
DIFFERENT REALITIES. N <




|
| CALCULATION:

MAPPING

PULSE CYCLES Ve 3 PULSE CYCLES (216 PULSES)
TO VENTILATION

AR cvcies. A 4
3 VENTILATION AIR CYCLES

e 4

& TSRS T TR === ! 4 RATIO:
() PULSE CYCLE = 72 puLsgs | 216 PULSES : 3 AIR CYCLES
A | ' = 72 PULSES PER AIR CYCLE
CAN
7]

72 .72 72

ALIGNMENT: PERFECT

y FoLLow
| PrOTOCOL
AND WE

F 115 100 ° .
® PERFECT.. y BN = ©U<VIVE. LOG CAPTION

L THIS IS
E ATRAP.

( SURVIVAL PROTOCOL ESTABLISHED ) |
[
[




0.8 SECONDS.
| CAN TIME
THE NEXT

CYCLE...

(CLICK)

DOOR MAG-LOCK | e
CYCLE OPEN: zﬁﬁ
0.8 sEkc i

THEN SNAP SHUT

WE'RE
IN SYNC
HERE.

DON'T DO /A y ! A ¢ En. | WON'T

THIS ALONE, TR ) b ' é LET YOU

REN. ol S _ THROW IT
N — - OFF.

SEN !

{MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA

24 YEARS OLD
ALL-LAYER SURVIVOR

REN KASUGA
¥R 143 &

e

ERRATIC / OUT OF SYNC

AV

MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA

W HR 072 eon

IN SYNC / LOCKED

—3

(MATCH)

ROOM METRONOME

' []72 BPM

L—J\A_JL_JL—JL_-A,—



THE ROQM (THE BOX).

THIRD WALL FLUID DISPENSER CYCLE.

37°C.
BLOOD-WARM.
NOT WATER.
Yosul.

. HYPER-PERCEPTION.

- ) 100% [ N
' MEHORY |

TRACE. |
' UNFILTERED.

REN BLUE
GRID:
SHATTERED.

MIKARED
WASH: W
OVERWRITE.

FUSION PURPLE
ACCENT: =4
STABILIZED.

THE ROOM
IS NOT
NEUTRAL.

THIRD WALL !
ACKNOWLEDGED. R il

CONNECTION \ o '
ESTABLISHED. N i
7 _compiere. 1, il N IT CHOOSES.
& BOND FUSION ' ; 2N IT BONDS.
= *’LCT"-’E_- : INITIATED. MIKA+REN UNIF;ED A -
" #4A1A5C DRI eeevemsise. ~ SS4 e 5o

& ©



THE ROOM

(THE BOX)

LAYER 1

(PRIMAL LAYER)
r THE SMELL

i) OF THIS FLUID...

CE RN e IT'S MY
1 e Tl My CHILPHOOD
i | BLUEPRINT... | BATHROOM.
S, o A 1rs—
el § O 7 8L IT'S GONE...! |

(mERY

THAT'S WHERE
I LEARNED
TO CLEAN
MYSELF.

THAT'S WHERE
I FIRST HEARD ;
WATER HIT ! \A

THE TILE.

THAT'S WHERE |
T REALIZED...

I COULD
WASH AWAY |
THE WORLD.

| MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA
24 YEARS 0OLD

PRIMAL: MOTHER

\
\
.\\ “‘
N\
—l 1
e ;
s dr \\s
R \
‘\}\“ (SOAP)
N\
Ny
l__,____
iMIKU‘,. |
| YOU'RE— -
¢ THIS ISN'T |
JUST A
MEMORY...




THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 1 (PRIMAL LAYER)

yedi N— L e
SEALED.
[ —— VENTILATION SLIT
SEALED SHUT.
OXYGEN LEVELS ?
CRASH. : ?

SN . “CONFESSION

WY, &\\ " IS THE KEY.”
\ B 3 \

/ l: l / .\ IIJ r’ 4 O -I. 1 4 % “’ -\_ \' \\ - 8 ‘.
gl B ; : = i
s G B Sen W “TRUTH THAT
gl e el IS NOT A LIE.”
i /'. 3 i f \:\



OXYGEN LEVEL

I NEED TO
CONFESS SOMETHING.
SOMETHING THAT
HAPPENED BEFORE
I JOINED THE
BRIGADE.

YOU DON'T HAVE
TO PERFORM
IN HERE.

THIS ISN'T A
STAGE.

IT'S A FACT.
A FINANCIAL
MISTAKE.

I CAN'T KEEP
DOING THAT.
I MISREPORTED
EXPENSES DURING
MY INTERNSHIP.
1 TOOK MONEY
THAT WASN'T
MINE.

NOT HERE.

NOT WITH
YOU WATCHING.

THERE'S SOMETHING
WORSE.

SOMETHING
I WAS YOUNG. I'VE MEVER SAID
STUPID. GREEDY. OuT LOUD.

BUT IT'S THE
TRUTH.

INCIDENT 7.

PURING THE COLLAPSE

AT SECTOR 11... : ) gt 1 FOLLOWED

PROTOCOL.

ILET HIM DROP.
I STAYED
ABOVE.
A FIRE FIGHTER.

HE FELL.

A FRIEND.
I DIDN'T
GO AFTER HIM.
BECAUSE OF
SAFETY RULE #4.
I CHOSE THE
RULE OVER HIM.

IT WON'T
EVEN LET ME
SPEAK IT...

THAT'S NOT
OXYGEN LEVEL SOMETHING
'S YOU JUST
GETTING SAY. _
HARDER TO = = THANK YOU FOR
BREATHE... FINALLY LETTING
ME SEE IT.

ALL OF IT.




YOU SAID:

“1 WANT THE TRUTH.'

THE TRUTH 1S

I CAN'T PUT IT

INTO WORDS

BUT YOU CAN
FEEL IT:

HERE.




E 14
i |
THERE'S i I’ [
NOTHING ' ! ’

OUT THERE. K100

TOTAL VOID. J |
NO SIGNAL. |2
NO RETURN., |

7 |

FL )

ot /#\ |

i ™ 1 | | ‘

:I

..NOTHING
AT ALL.







THE ROOM (THE BOX)

LAYER 2 — EMOTIONAL LAYER

4m x 4m x 3m | SEALESS | NO ESCAPE
SOUND-DAMPENED | PULSE WHITE

THREW A PIECE
OF FLOOR
COMPOSITE - MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA
INTO THE VOID STEPPED THROUGH
' THE THRESHOLD
NO SOUND { WITHOUT HESITATION.
RETURNS. o o
DARKNESS.
9 | WITHOUT FEAR.
|
X
I
|
|
|
PITCH-BLACK
THRESHOLD.
' ZERO ECHO. o9
g ZERO FEEDBACK. tr} /
b
NO ESCAPE.
NO CORNERS.
NO RETURN.

REN KASUGA

MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA




THE ROOM (THE BOX) — LAYER 2: EMOTIONAL LAYER /f RIGHT PAGE (MIRROR SPLIT)

(HUM)
o / 5~ r ey
i
47
(HUM)
Pﬂlﬂmﬂl oA PANEL
. % /
& el

(HUM)



WE MUST
PRESS THESE
PALMS
SIMULTANEQUSLY
WITHIN £0.3
SECONDS...

...WHILE
MAINTAINING
MATCHING
PULSE RATES.

_— e
|

" REN KASUGA

PULSE 68 BPM @

_JM’M‘M,M*‘MM | |

SYNCHRONIZATION WINDOW
+0.3 SECONDS

00:00:00.0

W, |
AR

b

)

% -l__ =t \ __,;'"{—__I
MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA

PULSE 67 BPM @

R e e

LAYER 2 - EMOTIONAL LAYER



THE ROOM (THE BOX) - LAYER 2: EMOTIONAL LAYER
SYNCHRONIZATION ATTEMPT: DUAL-PALM | STATUS: FA

| REN KASUGA
AGE: 28

o 8/
N - y

-

FAILED...
SYNCHRONIZATION \/

REJECTED.

REASON:
EMOTIONAL DISSONANCE
EXCEEDS THRESHOLD.

(BISHI!) ~
|

ENVIRONMENT: RAGE/PANIC RED O}
PULSE-LIGHT RING: ACTIVE %
MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA -

AGE: 25

=i

7o ;

VOLTAGE DISCHARGE (NON-LETHAL): 220V

LAYER INTEGRITY: STABLE | SUBJECTS: STABLE



THE ROOM [THE BOX]

LAYER 2: EMOTIONAL LAYER

YOUR
MOTHER DIDN'T
ABANDON YOU.

SHE
DROWNED
SAVING YOU.

MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA
s e PULSE

¥ 72w

YOU FELT
HER FINGERS
LOOSEN.

STATUS: STABILIZED
.r/:‘ 3
{/
/'
[




THE ROOM (THE BOX) - LAYER 2: EMOTIONAL LAYER ‘ .
o 4

YOU DIDN'T
FOLLOW THE
FIREFIGHTER
MANUAL...

...BECAUSE
YOU WERE
BRAVE.

- 7
I.-’ ';. ;Jf!’
RV TR
WATCHED THE VAR CRELY (O ey
GIRL REACH iy 'S ooyl |1
FOR YOU... Xi A ‘ AV |
L ; : i / : 4"
' / >l
; Y 4 2 1.9 /
.AND You Y WO | ¢ 78> S
) LETHER |\ 7 |
| ~ SN VY 8
(¥ " - - | [N,
s \-“’j La: A ! :
/ 'r ¥ f/} )
(/ ; ' S O / ' l s
J"'J' - ’ /'/ ] i )
¥ 2 Ji' = ’ ) 4

— ; i 7 4
: 0 e |\ .
== 3 i 52 1% o
i1 [ /. S
il e C W T o 4 J
AZ;"T i s / P -l g, B~
&5 [ = e - ~ il
> ¢ = , >
L —— N Y
= -~ i - ’ &
i - 2ol i o - L z—.r ] P 4 )
'ﬂ-\""e T A — - = ," : - Y
< e o < . i -
= T e ﬁ e, 4 i -
; S == S - ‘%E..__-—-v A ~ S R o & .
= SUBJECT: REN KASUGA \ \ e R e — g R < ST
EY: ol o S 3 : - s
]' EMOTIONAL KEY: TRAUMA_OT - = o e AL L
| EVENT LOG: / : bl = = oA
oSSl - | “THIRD CALL® S ' T =
3 [ R Ee S 0 S SN TR U
| FIRE. SMOKE. COLLAPSE. - = \ ‘&_ B =
GIRL. REACH. HAND. G = B TR SRR

NO GRAB. ’V -



THE ROOM (THE BOX)

LAYER TRANSITION

FINAL ITERATION

i
i

[(“‘LAY_ER 3 “1

] }( PSYCHIC LAYER |
J ]




LAYER 3

PSYCHIC LAYER THE ROOM (THE BOX)

4m x 4m x 3m
CONFUSION / SURRENDER —_— SEALESS MATTE COMPOSITE
PURPLE #4A1ASC K‘ PULSE-LIGHT RING (CEILING)

ITERANT 06-R ITERANT O&-M

OLDER ITERATION OF REN OLDER ITERATION OF MIKA
FINGERS FUSED TO METAL PLASTIC WRIST TAG E:‘
PLASTIC WRIST TAG “06-M"
"06=-R"
L V3
7 4

Ry ;
w
IS
‘e :.?r u}:""—?v m
’/ -
/ L
£ AND NOW
, WE'RE BACK |

) TO WATCH.




|

THE ROOM [THE BOX]

LAYER 3: PSYCHIC LAYER
RECURSIVE LOG ANALYSIS . 74,
SUBJECT: ITERANT O6-R . s

ITERATION 05

i _,

RECURSIVE LOG ANALYSIS
ITERATION HISTORY: SUBJECT R

ITERATION 01 — FAIL — 00:12:44
- ITERATION 02 — FAIL — 00:18:33
NS __ ITERATION 03 — FAIL — 00:09:21
4 ~ ITERATION 04 — FAIL — 00:14:08
- ITERATION 05 — FAIL — 00:11:47
: ITERATION 06 — FAIL — 00:07:56
WRIST TAG SCAN :

ID: 06-R Br T =
- cuass: ITERANT | [\ RERE : EERoIERHFME || REN BLUEPRINT
iyl T FAILURE CAUSE: ASYMMETRY OF TRUTH el —
. STATUS: FAILED (FAl B )

INTEGRITY: 42%

/ = — SUBJECT R WITHHELD PRIMARY CHOICE || spamuiry: crimicaL
....SCANNING.. —

MIKA “MIKU" TANAKA : e
UBSERVER // LAYER 3 CLEARANCE ’ THE ROOM DOESN'T KILL. - :

T ' = IT REVEALS. -

M= . IT'S NOT A TEST OF STRENGTH—
’ . ITS A TEST OF TRUTH.
.~ AND TRUTH,

U4 DOESN'T LIKE SYMMETRY.

LOG END.
AWAITING NEXT ITERANT. |



M

STATUS: EXPIRED

TIME SINCE DEATH:

ITERANT 06
2H 43M

THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 3
(PSYCHIC LAYER)
IDENTITY
BOUND TO
THE LAYER.
AWAITING
NEXT CLAIMANT.




THE ROOM (THE BoX) - LAYER 3
PSYCHIC LAYER
PHASE 3: DECISION

P

REALIZATION:

WE ARE NOT TEST SUBJECTS.
WE ARE VARIABLES

IN A CLOSED-LOOP
EMPATHY ENGINE.

WE'VE
BEEN PLAYING
BY RULES THAT
WERE NEVER
OURS.

THAT ENDPS
NOW.

REN KASUGA ‘ =
28 YEARS OLD

STRATEGIST / OBSERVER '

(PROTOCOL DISCARDED)

THEY DON'T
WANT OUR

VICTORY. -

THEY WANT OUR IF THIS IS
UNDERSTANDING. A LOOP...
BUT EMPATHY ;
©_ WITHOUT FREEDOM THEN WE'LL
IS JUST ANOTHER BREAK IT
PRISON. . TOGETHER.
S e o L
b [ rmpone, M GEY L SaTNGEEE N N “——ﬁ\[
=’ BENG A \l: - 4R B - YN~ e -
., WP vae s - o = MIKA “MIKU” TANAKA | - 5
"j. VARIABLE: =55 . S : 26 YEARS OLD . ) 4
/ ‘\ : ' \ Lo A EMPATH / ANCHOR L
L ; N > :
/5{{0055 | s Ve .
6 [ . | == g / \
L § \ﬂ (
. f"-"ﬁ\h/’/"g F :

K I'M WITH
You.




- | \ .
THE ROOM B : \’-—w.geﬂ" —
(THE BOX) \ '

E\\ 'fz | i@
Mgy weoss Sy

PN - 7,
| ; __ N \\/ _ / uth"’
/ Asymme"y Of Trygy 5 V/o -t ‘lth tbreak /| | % . . Trb k
o =T \ ne truth must breal 4 iy r e
i One truth myst b [ 5 the speaker. : e 0|1e truth must breag -
/ ']_‘he Speakerl P ' Only one exits intact. ( w the speaker_. % %
o (E: \ ! g
,I . Only one exits intact. .-'/ b .,1 Only one exits intact
: SO /R .

f |
B : 4 . a3 b \ - --“.‘ . - =
THE WALLS... - ! & ’ f IT KEEPS \
THEY'RE NOT - *;. : \ /:":[ CHANGING... |
JUST WORDS, | 3 L - ) ; @ 4 ,A \}7 -
;S { ; i , /
neree | <, L W ol
EVALUATING _ /. . b - Y3 = (kR e
MY SOUL. ¢ f : \ i \\1 ” g‘ i I M : W
THIS ROOM | : :
) .
eers, By &% A "Ore truth gt preg TS
IT WANTS o
A CONFESSION. *{5 » the speaker, \
4 -'

M Only one exits intact ¥ 6 )

i
¢

ﬁ-” \ } ."'\?\h\__t;" '-’{f" 7 4
RO . SR

Ty # ‘;a ¥ 4

e TS

CYCLE: MOJI-E

‘ ' ' 4 - T~ 8
P -~ .One truth myst i One truth must break\ I One truth mUSt break\'
- - ‘ B
the speaker, B the speaker. -x\ < the speaker, T
nly one exits intact. Only one exits intact. i )
y s intact. \ . : — Only one exits lntact
| THE RAMJ REWRITES. FINAL STATE
\ | THE MEANNG DEEPENS. e —
i \ | THE PRESSURE ADRPTS, SISTEM ARATS 1
m_': i £ \ " THERE IS MO ESCAPE, SPEMKER BREAK.
ONE TRUTH THEN
MUST BREAK THAT MEANS
THE SPEAKER. / YOU HAVE TO
CHOOSE.
WHAT TRUTH : \ _
IS LEFT... % ‘-" '
| A WHAT TRUTH
THAT I HAVEN'T l \ ARE YOU
ALREADY ONLY FINALLY
RESTRCLEDE — 4 ONE WILLING TO
{ LOSE
IF I SPEAK ... ! EXITS EVERYTHING
I DON'T KNOW / INTACT FOR?
IF ANY PART

OF ME WILL \
SLIRVIVE.




THE ROOM (THE BOX) - LAYER 3 [PSYCHIC LAYER]

I DIDN'T
JUST FREEZE
DURING THE

HIGH-RISE FIRE.

I CALCULATED
THAT TRYING TO
SAVE HER HAD
A 12% SURVIVAL
RATE...

S01
DELIBERATELY
CHOSE TO LET

HER FALL...

TO PROTECT
MY OWN
SURVIVAL
METRIC.




| THE ROOM (THE BOX)

wq_:j‘i‘* - ;l.
LAYER 3: PSYCHIC LAYER : ; & ~ —v
TR T T 4 S o i
v ; K £ : Im fr
MKA'S \ : - Tul T
S R ECHOES g 1 s&
\ y OF
g REGRET. v

1DIDN'T
REACH FOR YoU
IN THIS ROOM OUT
OF BLIND PANIC. &

I KNEW YOU HAD
CALCULATED AND
ABANDONED PEOPLE
BEFORE...

AND I REACHED
ANYWAY TO GIVE YOU
A SECOND CHANCE
TO CHOOSE A HUMAN
BEING OVER MATH.

S EVERY EVERY TIME ..SHE CHOSE
ABANDONMENT. . CALCULATION HE CHOSE TO STILL SEE W
wikd  wiHouT THE EQUATION... THE HUMAN, i

=

4 HEmusT
CHOOSE.
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LAYER 3 [PSYCHIC LAYER]

FINAL COUNTDOWN

ONE ~
WRONG | |
BEAT.. [sgm i Mg
¥ .\
\r\
N

|'7/ I-'T

DOKUN! Dom”

PALM :|

o s 2

: :
—
|

o
Foz!
THIRTY
BEATS.

THAT'S ALL
WE GET.

‘..;

LAYER 3: |
PSYCHIC LAYER |

WHERE MIND AND |.
TIMING BECOME
ONE.

72! %! p'p

PANEL ==l B
LEFTWALL | | —

g ’%ljﬂﬁ\\ )

‘. ' ‘ 7 =
DOKUN! WKUN’

-l
~..

not FHT Bl

THE CEILING PULSE-LIGHT RING
ACCELERATES TO A VIOLENT
1 BEAT PER PANEL STROBE.

30 BEATS REMAIN.

F72L gy

\  DOKUN! DOKUN!

DISAPPEAR.

’7/.

paxwf WW” ) MKW DOKUN!

STAY IN
SYNC...
OR LOSE
EVERYTHING.

WELCOME TO
THE FINAL TEST
| OF THE ROOM.

pomwf DGKUNf



THE ROOM (THE BOX)
LAYER 3 - PSYCHIC LAYER
SYNCHRONIZATION: 15 BEATS

PALM PANEL
| - LEFT WALL -

REN BLUE LINES
CONVERT INTO
SOLID PULSE
WHITE LIGHT.  |mim

(LOCKED)

av7 -y

READOUT:

LOCKED |

YOU DIDN'T
REACH TO BE
SAVED.

YOU REACHED
TO FORCE ME
TO SEE WHAT

I AM.

LAYER 3

PSYCHIC LAYER

MIKA'S FINAL
TRUTH...

SPEAK IT.
BECOME IT.




THE ROOM (THE BOX)

' YOu
AREN'T A
£ MACHINE.
Y B YOU'RE JUST
i g e TERRIFIED OF
; > FAILING.
M
SUBJECT: MIKA “"MIKU™ TANAKA
AGE: 24
ROLE: KEY

STATUS: LINKING...

REN'S FINAL TRUTH
ACCEPTED.

avYy

(LOCKED)

LEFT WALL
PALM PANEL

CONTACT: OK
PRESSURE: 100%
SYNC: 100%

q

I« 08.. 4
07..0. 48

RIGHT WALL
PALM PANEL

CONTACT: 0K
PRESSURE: 100%
SYNC: 100%

RIGHT WALL
PALM PANEL

CONTACT: OK
PRESSURE: 100%
SYNC: 100%

s

SYNCHRONIZATION CONDITION:
[TRUTH + CONTACT + COMMITMENT]

o &5 — ALL MET.
z
\o \ x THE ROOM ACKNOWLEDGES YOU.
\ THE BOX WILL OPEN
; , WHEN YOU DO.
u ___I L i _____ i 4 - - y P
| TRUTH ] FEAR h CONNECTION | SYNCHRONIZATION
ACCEPTED. ACKNOWLEDGED. | ESTABLISHED. || ||| COMPLETE.

L)

Poes v



g = i g

- fn..., SET NG . = : —_

W OBEHE: BeE 3 . s = RBeE g

[ LAYER 3 : PSYCHIC LAYER . S b LAYER 3 : PSYCHIC LAYER ||

CLIMAX SYNCHRONIZATION S8 . CLIMAX SYNCHRONIZATION

L N M

.T-' COUNTDOWN COUNTDOWN I_ Ny
N/ N/

| K Ot

RER N | Lot L

STATUS: GO

i STATUS: GO
PULSE SYNC: 100% PULSE SYNC: 100%

REN...
TRUST
THE SYNC.

* ONE MIND.
ONE PULSE.
ONE RESULT.







THE ROOM. o
THE BOX. S ——

BEYOND THIS FOINT,
THERE 15 NO MAP.
ONLY CHOICE.




