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ArtiCle of Faith #10

The Tenth Article of Faith of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints states:
"We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes;
that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ
will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory."”

The Tenth Article of Faith contains a tremendous amount of information, so for ease in understanding it better, we will
break it into parts.

#1. What is the literal gathering of Israel? First we must understand just who or what "Israel" is.

When Jacob was a prophet upon the earth in the days of the Bible, he was so righteous and obedient that God
changed his name to "Israel." When Jacob's twelve sons were born, their descendants were known as "The twelve
tribes of Israel."

Hundreds of thousands of people have been born through the lineage of these twelve tribes. It is also interesting to
note that in the Bible in the book of Deuteronomy 32:7-9, it tells us that this host of people were also a separate and
distinct group of spirits in the pre-existence. Isn't that interesting? If these spirits are valiant in their mortal lives, they
are the ones who will continue on in the house of Israel in eternity. They are the ones who will become kings, queens
priests and priestesses.

What if we are not born through the lineage of the twelve tribes? All people who accept the gospel of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the posterity of the ten tribes of Israel who were scattered, will return to their home-
lands. Two tribes, the tribes of Judah and Joseph, were not scattered. Joseph Smith stated: "As general as was the
scattering of Israel so must the gathering be. If the dispersion was over all the earth, and among all nations, so the
gathering must be out of all nations, and from all parts of the earth." (Articles of Faith, pp. 328-344)

#2. "That Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent." "Zion" is the name which the Lord
gives to His people. The building of "New Jerusalem" will be directed by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and will take place in Jackson County, Missouri in America. The Lord will tell His prophet when it is time. [t will
consist of a city built by the Saints and also great cities that have been taken from the earth.

#3. "Christ will reign personally upon the earth." When all of the signs of the times of the last days are fulfilled, Christ
will return in great glory to the earth where He will reign personally. It will be a magnificent time when the Lord will
govern His righteous people.

#4. "The earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory." Doctrine and Covenants 101:23-31 tells us that
when the Savior comes again, the earth will be burned in order to destroy all corrupt things. In this way, the earth will
become new and pure again. Then it will be given its "paradisiacal glory."

It is important that we know how to pronounce this large word. Many people pronounce this word as: Pear-uh-dice-
uh-cul. Thatis incorrect. Here is the correct pronunciation:

Pear-uh-d is-eye-u h-cul Can you say that all together?

What is Paradisiacal glory? It is the state of the earth after Christ's second coming. It means "new Heaven and new
earth." It is the millennial period that will take place after Christ comes again.

There, we have learned the great meanings of the Tenth Article of Faith. Let's review what we have learned. #1 We
believe that all of the descendants of the house of Israel will be gathered to their homelands and to the gospel. #2 We
believe that "New Jerusalem" will be built in Jackson County, Missouri at the direction of the prophet of the Church. #3
We believe that Christ will come again and will reign in person upon the earth. #4 We believe that the earth will be
cleansed by fire and made new again. #5 We believe that the earth will receive its paradisiacal or millennial glory.

DISCUSSION

*Who are the twelve tribes and how many of them were lost?
*Where will they return to?

*When will Christ reign personally upon the earth?

*What will cause the earth to be renewed?

*What is the earth's paradisiacal glory?
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ArtiCle of Faith #10

Children's Version

The Tenth Article of Faith is a long one! It says:
"We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes;
that Zion (the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent;
that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed
and receive its paradisiacal glory.”

Wow, that is a lot to remember. Let's see if we can help you to understand it.

#1. "We believe in the literal gathering of Israel." When the prophet Jacob was upon the earth, he
had twelve sons. Heavenly Father changed Jacob's name to "Israel" so the twelve sons were then
called the "sons of Israel" or the "tribes of Israel."

All of the relatives of ten of those tribes were moved from where they first lived and were "scattered"
to different places. When we are baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we
become a relative of "Israel" also.

#2. "That Zion" or what we call "New Jerusalem", "will be built upon the American continent." We
as a Church will one day build a beautiful city in Jackson County, Missouri. The prophet will direct
this building and it will be a wonderful place to live.

#3. We know that Jesus will come back to the earth when the time is right. He will then direct the
people on the earth in person. Wouldn't it be wonderful to see Jesus?

#4. After Jesus comes back, the earth will receive a blessing. That is called its "Paradisiacal Glory."
It will be clean and new. Can you say the word "Paradisiacal?"

Say it this way: Pear-uh-dis-eye-u h-cal.
Okay, let's review what we have just learned.

The relatives of Jacob or Israel will all go back to their homes that they came from. We will build a
beautiful city in Jackson County, Missouri some day. Jesus will come back to the earth and reign
over the people. Then the earth will be renewed and be given the blessing of its "Paradisiacal"

glory.

That's a lot to remember, isn't it, but you can do it. Try to remember four words: Israel, Jerusalem,
Jesus and Paradisiacal.

DISCUSSION

*Who are the twelve tribes?

*Where will they come back to?

*Where will the new city of Jerusalem be built?

*Who is coming back to the earth to reign?

*What is the name of the glory that will be given to the earth?
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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