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ArtiCle Oof Faith #11

"We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of our own
conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or what they may."

As members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we feel it is an honor, or privilege to be able
to worship our Heavenly Father. It is a great blessing for most of us to live in countries which also allow this
privilege.

To worship someone means to pay our deepest respect and honor to. We hold God, our Heavenly Father,
Jesus Christ, the Lord and Savior and the Holy Ghost in the highest regard. They are special, sacred be-
ings and should always be spoken of with great care.

We must not ever take their names in vain, meaning that we must not use swear words or vulgarities of any
kind when referring to them. They are holy and must be treated so.

When we go to church, we are showing our respect and love for our Heavenly Father. That is a form of
worshiping Him. We can also worship Him by singing the hymns, praying to Him, speaking of Him carefully
and being reverent during the sacrament.

Worshiping God "according to the dictates of our own conscience," means that we are free to worship in the
way our conscience tells us. Every person was born with what we call a "conscience." Another way of
describing our conscience is "The light of Christ."

The Holy Ghost guides our consciences only if we are striving to be good people. Then we will know what is
right and what is wrong. We will know when we are being good or bad.

Everyone's conscience is new and bright when they are born and remains that way until they reach the age
of accountability, which is the age of eight years old. Then we must decide for ourselves what is right and
wrong by the direction of our conscience and the Holy Ghost. That is why we are confirmed when we are
baptized after we turn eight years of age.

Priesthood holders lay their hands upon our heads and tell us to "receive" the gift of the Holy Ghost. Itis a
very important gift and the Holy Ghost will guide our consciences if we will let Him.

It is also very important to note that in this article of faith it tells us to "allow all men the same privilege of
worshiping how, where, and what they may." This means that we must be tolerant of others who belong to a
different religion than our own. We must not be critical of them or make them feel that we are superior to
them. They have the right to belong to the church of their choice and worship how they may.

To be able to worship how we want is such a blessing. We must never take this blessing for granted for it is
a special blessing. Many noble men have fought countless wars to ensure that we are able to worship how,
where, and what we may. We owe them a great debt of gratitude. We can show that gratitude by continu-
ally worshiping our Heavenly Father.

DISCUSSION
*Why is it so important that we can worship as we please?
*Why is it important that we also respect the rights of others to worship as they please?
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