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ArtiCle Of Faith #12

The Twelfth Article of Faith of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints states:
"We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates,
in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law."

Since the world began with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, there have been
laws to obey. Heavenly Father gave Adam and Eve certain laws. These laws were
given to help Adam and Eve and to keep them safe.

The laws of our land are the same. They are given to help us and to keep us safe.
Imagine what our country would be like without laws.

It would be really hard if there were no stop signs. Can you imagine what it would be
like if no one had to stop at an intersection? It would be total chaos, wouldn't it?

Think about what it would be like if there wasn't a law against stealing. Nothing that
you or your family own would be safe. Anyone could take it anytime they felt like it and
nothing would be done about it.

If there were no laws governing the use of guns on our streets, it would be like back in
the cowboy days with guns shooting off everywhere. It would be very dangerous,
wouldn't it?

What if we could all drive our cars the speed we want to? Whoa! That's scary. There
would certainly be a lot more people killed in car accidents than there are now.

Yes, laws are very good things. How are we at obeying these laws?

A very big part of obeying our laws is to love our country. When we love something,
we want to take care of it. Loving our country is very important. By loving our country,
we take a more active part in making it better.

In D&C 58:21-22 it says: "Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that keepeth
the laws of God hath no need to break the laws of the land. Wherefore, be subject to
the powers that be, until he reigns, whose right it is to reign, and subdues all enemies
under his feet."

When we are subject to someone or something, it means we are under their direction.
In the United States of America, we have a president. We are under his direction.

The four leaders mentioned in Article Twelve are: Kings, presidents, rulers and magis-
trates. We have the office of President in the United States. DO NOT COPY



We are blessed to have so many freedoms along with the laws we must obey. We are
given, under our constitution, the rights of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."

These are tremendous blessings. To be free to say what we want to say and to plan
out a happy life for ourselves is priceless. We are very blessed to live in such a coun-

try.

When Captain Moroni, from the Book of Mormon, tore a piece of cloth to make a flag,
he was showing his love of God, family and his country. In what ways do we show our
love of our country?

DISCUSSION
*What are some of the symbols that represent our country? (Flag, eagle, the White
House, Uncle Sam, etc.)
*Who can tell us what our flag looks like?
#1 The flag contains fifty white stars on a blue background. Each star repre-
sents a state in the United States of America.
#2 There are thirteen red and white stripes.

By obeying the laws of our land, we show our love for our Heavenly Father, for we are
also being obedient to Him. By obeying the laws of the land, we make our country a
much better place to live.

DISCUSSION

*How many laws can you name?

*What can we do to better live the laws of the land?

«Can you name any of the past Presidents of The United States?
*Who is the President of The United States right now?
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