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ArtiCle Of Faith #1

Children's Version

The Articles of Faith were written by the Prophet Joseph Smith and we can find them in the Pearl of Great Price
section of our Book of Mormon. There are thirteen of them and it is important that we memorize them so that we
always know some of the most important things that our Church believes in.

The first article of faith says:
"We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.”
This means that there are three personages that make up what we call the Godhead.

These personages are very much alike but each one has a separate job to do. They are perfect men. They are
our Heavenly Father, His Son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost.

Heavenly Father is the father of our whole universe. He is the father of every planet and star. He knows every-
thing and can answer any question you may have about anything you want to know about. He is very smart.

We say our prayers to our Heavenly Father. He listens always and will hear and answer our prayers. He loves
us so much. We just really don't have any idea how much He loves each one of us. He wants us to be happy. If
we live as He wants us to live, we will be just that - happy.

Jesus is our Savior. He is our brother and He is Heavenly Father's son. His mother's name was Mary. He loves
us so much that He was willing to come to the earth and give his life for us. He showed us that we will be resur-
rected, just like Him. He is our friend and He cares about us.

The Holy Ghost is the third member of the Godhead. He is not scary. He has a body that is made of spirit, just
like we were before we came here. He can help us to learn everything that is true. He cannot tell a lie. He will
take care of you and make you feel better when you feel bad. He loves you too.

You can have the Holy Ghost with you all of the time after you are confirmed and given that gift. You must try
hard to do what is right, though. When he is near, you feel warm and happy. Sometimes there is a wonderful
feeling in your heart and you feel that everything is all right. He will tell you when something is not right. You may
feel scared or uneasy when this happens. That is the time you need to get away from whatever it is that you are
doing. He wants to help you all of the time. He is wonderful!

Each personage is a tangible being and can only be in one place at a time. Their influence, however, can be felt
by everyone. This can best be explained when compared to the sun in the sky. There is only one sun in our
universe, but yet people all over the earth can feel of its warmth. That is how the Holy Ghost is. There is only
one Holy Ghost but his influence can be felt by everyone.

It is very important to know that there is not just one person in the Godhead, but three - three personages who
are our best friends. You can count on them, time and time again. Whenever you are afraid or unhappy or sad,
just pray to your Heavenly Father in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ and you will be sent the Holy Ghost to
comfort you. Isn't that wonderful? It is a promise, but it is a promise that has a rule with it.

DISCUSSION: Do you know what that rule is?

Yes, you need to try to be good. The Holy Ghost will not come to someone who is being bad.

Remember who you are at all times. You are the spirit child of your Heavenly Father. Jesus is your brother and
The Holy Ghost is your comforter and protector. We are very blessed indeed.

DISCUSSION

*What does the "Godhead" mean?

*What does the 1st Article of Faith tell us we believe in?

*What do we need to do to keep the Holy Ghost with us at all times? DO NOT COPY



ArtiCle Of Faith #1

While the Prophet Joseph Smith was on the earth, he was asked many times to explain what the Latter-
Day Saints believe. The editor of a newspaper called the "Chicago Democrat" asked Joseph to give him a
history of what the saints had been through and what their beliefs were. The editor's name was John
Wentworth. Joseph did as he was asked, believing that the information would be published in the news-
paper.

The article was never published but Joseph had it included in an edition of the Church newspaper, "Times
and Seasons" in March of 1842. Among the items in the article were thirteen statements which told of the
L.D.S. beliefs.

The Articles of Faith were then included in the Pearl of Great Price when it was revised in 1878. The
Articles of Faith then became official doctrine of the Church. (See Church History, Fullness of Times,
Church Educational System Manual, 1993, p. 256-57)

Since the time when Joseph wrote the Articles of Faith, many revelations have been given to the Latter-
Day prophets which include more of the doctrines of the Church. We believe in continuing revelation, just
as the seventh and ninth Articles of Faith state.

The Articles of Faith are basic to every member of the Church and will help us to understand eternal
truths. Itis important to not only memorize the Articles, but to understand what they mean as well.

The first Article of Faith states:

"We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost."
This is the anchor of our religion. Because of what Joseph Smith saw in the first vision, we know beyond
doubt that the Godhead consists of three distinct personages - God, our Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ,
his son, and the Holy Ghost. What a wonderful thing it is to know for a fact that they exist, separately and
uniquely and yet they are very much the same in purpose and personality.

Abraham recorded the revelation that says that the members of the Godhead are called: God the first, the
creator; God the second, the Redeemer; and God the third, the witness or Testator. (Teachings of Joseph
Smith, p. 190)

What are the characteristics of the three who comprise the Godhead? Even though the three members of
the Godhead are separate and distinct, they are often referred to as being "one." This is because they are
one in being perfected. Each has the fullness of truth, knowledge, charity, power, justice, judgement,
mercy and faith. (Mormon Doctrine, p. 319)

Each personage is a tangible being and can only be in one place at a time. Their influence, however, can
be felt by everyone.

God the Father has a body of resurrected flesh and bones. (D&C 88:27) He is the Supreme Being. He is
the Father of the entire universe, not just our planet. He knows everything and is the most powerful being
in the universe. There are three words which are used to describe Heavenly Father and they are: om-
nipotent, omnipresent and omniscient. To be omnipotent means that there is no limit to His power. By
being omnipresent, it means that He is the "light which is in all things, which giveth life to all things, which
is the law by which all things are governed." (D&C 88:12) In other words, because of Him, we have life
and light. Our Heavenly Father is also omniscient which means that He has unlimited knowledge. He
knows all there is to know. It is because of this attribute that we can have unwavering faith in Him.



He is our literal Father. He loves us in a way that we cannot even begin to understand and He is there for
us always. It is Him that we pray to in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Son is Jesus Christ. He is Heavenly Father's spirit son, as well as his physical and mortal son. Jesus
has many names, including Jehovah and Lord. When we refer to the "Lord" it is always a reference to
Jesus Christ.

The name "Jesus" is taken from a Hebrew word, Yeshua, which means "Jehovah is salvation or deliver-
ance . .." (Luke 1:31) His name is sacred as is that of God the Father and should never be profaned or
mistreated.

Jesus Christ was foreordained from before the world was created to be the Savior of mankind. He is
without sin. He and the Father are not only one in purpose but the Savior is in the same form and likeness
of Heavenly Father's image. He is the mediator between us and our Heavenly Father. He too loves us
with incomprehensible love.

Jesus was born of an earthly mother and our Heavenly Father. He lived only thirty-three years upon the
earth and then died for us so that we might be forgiven of our sins if we truly repent. He was resurrected
and we too will be resurrected to go on into the eternities. How we live our lives will determine where we
will live when we leave this earth life.

The Holy Ghost also has several names which include Comforter, Holy Spirit of Promise, Revelator, and
Testator. He is a spirit person, having never been born or resurrected. He does not transform himself into
anything other than the spirit personage He is. He can be in only one place at a time but like the Father
and the Son, his influence can be felt everywhere. To have the Holy Ghost as your companion is the
greatest gift you can possess in your life. One of the most beautiful characteristics of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints is that each member who reaches the age of eight years old may be given the
gift of the companionship of the Holy Ghost through confirmation following baptism.

The Holy Ghost can perform very special functions because his body is made of spirit. He has all of the
same characteristics that the Father and the Son have and is sent by them to comfort us in times of need
and to teach and testify of truth. We come to a sincere faith in the Godhead through Him. To sin against
the Holy Ghost is the most serious crime that a person can commit.

We as a church are so blessed to have proof that there are three members of the Godhead - three beings
whose ultimate goal is to bring us back into their presence. They are always there to help, teach and buoy
us up. The Prophet Joseph Smith once said, "We live far below our possibilities in working with the Lord."
If we rely on God, the Father, Jesus Christ His Son; and in the Holy Ghost, there is nothing that we cannot
achieve or endure in our lives.

DISCUSSION

*Who are the three members of the "Godhead"?

*What does omnipotent mean?

*What does omnipresent mean?

*What does omniscient mean?

*Why is it important that we believe that the three members of the "Godhead" are all separate beings?

DO NOT COPY
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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