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The Children of Israel ahd Moses

Moses was one of the greatest prophets to ever live upon the earth. Moses lived in Egypt when things were very bad
for the Lord's people.

The wicked Pharaoh was afraid that the children of Israel would soon outnumber the Egyptian people and so he
made all of the Israelite people become slaves to him. They had to do very hard work, including making bricks from
straw and mortar.

They worked long hours and taskmasters were set over them so that they didn't escape. The children of Israel were
slaves to Pharaoh for four-hundred and thirty years. It was a terrible time.

When Moses was born, Pharaoh had commanded that the Egyptian people kill every boy baby that was born so that
the little boys couldn't grow up to go to war against the Egyptians. Moses' mother was very scared. She wanted to
save her little baby boy and so she made a small ark from bull rushes, slime and pitch.

Pitch was a sticky substance that was also used when Noah built the ark. It is very strong and will not let water
through. Moses' mother placed him in the ark and sent it downstream. She walked down the banks of the river to
watch where it went. Moses' sister also followed it through the water.

Pharaoh's daughter had gone into the River Nile to wash herself when she spied the little ark coming. She could hear
the baby crying and she felt sorry for him. She asked her handmaiden to fetch the baby for her. Then, she allowed
Moses' sister to get someone to help care for the baby and that lady was Moses' mother.

Moses grew up in Pharaoh's home but he knew who he was. He knew he was a Hebrew and he knew that the
Hebrews were slaves of Pharaoh. This made Moses very angry.

The children of Israel began to pray very hard that Heavenly Father would save them. One day, Moses went to a
place which was called the Mountain of the Lord. While he was there, an angel came and spoke to him from the
center of a bush which had a huge flame coming from it. The amazing thing was that the flame didn't catch the bush
on fire.

Then, the Lord came and spoke to Moses from the bush, telling him that he was to save the children of Israel. Moses
was frightened and he felt very inadequate. You see, Moses had trouble speaking. He told the Lord that he had a
"slow tongue." But the Lord had confidence in Moses.

DISCUSSION
*Do you think that the Lord has confidence in you?

Certainly He does! And He will help you in your righteous desires if you will pray to Him.

Moses had a brother whose name was Aaron. The Lord assigned Aaron to speak for Moses. God would tell Moses
what to say and Moses would tell Aaron. Then, Aaron would speak to the people and to Pharaoh.

When Moses and Aaron appeared before Pharaoh and asked him to let the children of Israel go, Pharaoh would not
listen. He hardened his heart even more against the Israelites. He made them work even harder.

Moses talked with the Lord and the Lord promised Moses that the children of Israel would be set free.
God sent many plagues to hurt Egypt.

DISCUSSION
*Do you know what a plague is?

It is something evil or disastrous that comes upon someone. These plagues were just awful but Pharaoh still wouldn't
release the Israelites from bondage. Hatch Patch Creations, Inc.© 2006 All Rights Reserved



Moses and the children of Israel were very discouraged. The Lord told Moses that He would send one more plague
and He did. In the middle of the night, every person who was the firstborn of an Egyptian family died. Even
Pharaoh's oldest son died. It was a terrible time for the Egyptians but Heavenly Father had warned them and warned
them and they hadn't listened.

Pharaoh was very angry with Moses and the Lord. He told the children of Israel to leave quickly and they did.

There were many thousands of Israelite people who left with Moses and Aaron and walked into the wilderness. Soon,
they arrived to the banks of the Red Sea where they set up their camps.

Pharaoh began thinking very wicked thoughts. He decided that it would be better not to let the children of Israel go
but that they should be killed. He called for six-hundred of his best chariots and horsemen. He also called for the
citizens of Egypt to bring their chariots and go with him to kill the Israelites.

When the children of Israel saw the Egyptians coming after them, they were afraid. They ran to Moses and com-
plained that they were all going to die.

DISCUSSION
*Where was the Israelites faith?
*Didn't the Lord promise to save them?

Moses went to the Lord and told Him what the people were saying and that made God feel very bad. Moses told the
people to ". . .. Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the
Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever." (Exodus 14:13).

Moses always carried a large staff, sometimes called a rod, with him. God told Moses to wave his rod over the Red
Sea and Moses was obedient.

When Moses waved his staff over the water, an amazing thing happened. The water parted enough so that there was
a walk way right through the sea! They could actually see the ground that had been beneath the water.

Moses parted the Red Sea at night time and the children of Israel waited until the next morning to travel across
because then the ground would be dried out. The Lord had sent a huge East wind to part the waters and to dry the
earth beneath the sea.

In the morning, the Israelite people began their journey across the Red Sea. As they traveled along, they looked back
and were so frightened to see Pharach and his chariots coming after them.

The children of Israel began to murmur to Moses again. They were afraid that they were going to die. Then some-
thing really amazing happened.

The Lord made all of the chariot's wheels fall offl None of the chariots could move any longer. The Egyptians were
so frightened that they began to run.

Moses was told by the Lord to wave his rod across the water again, and soon the waters closed in on top of the
Egyptians. Every Egyptian was killed.

The children of Israel made it safely to the other side and escaped from harm. God had kept His promises and saved
His people even though their faith wavered at times.

Our Heavenly Father's love for us is endless. He is always there ready to help us. He loves us and He always keeps
His promises. Sometimes it takes a little longer than we would like to see our prayers answered or to see promises
fulfilled in our lives, but those answers and promises will come. We just need to "Stand Still' and have faith in the
Lord.

DISCUSSION

*Why do you think the children of Israel were so quick to doubt Moses and the Lord?

*Why is it important that we have faith that everything is in the Lord's hands?

*Do you have faith that your Heavenly Father is mindful of you and your needs and that He will take care of you?
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