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David Q. McKay
Teacher, Family Man and Missiohary

One of the most beloved prophets of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints was David Oman McKay. He became
the ninth Prophet of the Church following George Albert Smith. His kind face and beautiful white hair made people in-
stantly love him. He was an extraordinary man. He served the Church as a General Authority for almost sixty-four years
as President and Prophet. His years in Church service were longer than any other prophet before him.

David, nicknamed “Dade” by his friends, was born on September 8, 1873 in a little town called Huntsville, which is near
Ogden, Utah. He was the first born son to his parents, David and Jeanette Evans McKay. Huntsville, Utah is a beautiful
place, nestled close to the mountains and situated in a beautiful, green valley.

When David was only seven years old, both of his older sisters died suddenly within just weeks of each other, devastating
the family. David then took on the huge responsibility of taking care of his mother and the other children while his father
served a mission in Great Britain. It was a very hard time for the McKay family but little David learned much in his father's
absence. A year later, on his eighth birthday, David was baptized in the Spring Creek in Huntsville while his father was still
away.

David loved horses and was very good at training them. Living in Huntsville gave him the opportunity to be around ani-
mals and to work the land. He loved his family and his home so when in 1897, he was called on a mission, he had a very
hard time leaving home. Little did he know that someday in the future he would return to Huntsville and become the
bishop of the Huntsville ward.

President McKay had finished his studies at the University of Utah and had been offered a teaching job in Salt Lake County,
Utah. He wanted to begin teaching as soon as possible so that he could earn money for his younger brothers and sisters
to go fo school. Then, he received his mission call to Scotland, the country of his ancestors.

On the day before he left for his mission, he wrote in his journal. His entry of August 5, 1897 says: “The saddest morning
ever spent in Huntsville or anywhere else! At eleven oclock, bid my home, dear ones, relatives, and friends ‘good-bye.’
Sobbed . . . .. 2

President McKay had loved his time at the University of Utah where he was a member of the football team and class
president. He made several lifelong friends, including faculty members James E. Talmage, Richard R. Lyman, and Joseph
F. Merrill. Other friends were J. Reuben Clark Jr., Stephen L. Richards and George Q. Morris. All six of these friends served
as Apostles with David.

After fulfilling an honorable mission, David O. McKay returned to his beloved Utah home in August 1899. He had been
offered a job at the Weber State Academy, which later became known as Weber State College in Ogden, Utah. He began
his position as teacher and within three years was appointed as the principal of the college. It was here he was serving
when he was called to be an apostle in 1906.

Before his mission while David was still attending the college at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City, he and his brother
Thomas had rented an apartment on 2nd West from Emma Riggs. One day, when Mrs. Riggs and her daughter, Emma
Ray, were watching the two brothers come home, Mrs. Riggs remarked that these were two young men who would
someday make some lucky girls good husbands because of how considerate they were of their mother. Emma Ray then
commented that she liked the dark one who was of course, David O. McKay. Upon David’s return from the mission field,
he courted and married Emma Ray in the Salt Lake Temple on January 2, 1901. They were the first couple to be married in
the new century in the temple. The McKay’s had seven children, one of whom died as a child.

The McKay's were known worldwide as being an ideal couple. Emma Ray would gaze at him with her cute little face and
he would look adoringly back at her. It made you warm all over just to watch them, especially in their later years. Once,
when the McKay’s were living on South Temple Street in Salt Lake City, a young couple arrived at their home and sat down
on their front lawn. The young man then proposed marriage to the young lady saying that he wanted their marriage to be
as wonderful and ideal as the McKay's.



From the day President McKay was called as an apostle in 1906 to his calling as Church President and Prophet on April 9,
1951, he was prepared and taught to lead the people. He was a tall, handsome man, and could quote the scriptures or
Shakespeare.

David loved the Hawaiian Islands and visited them many times. In 1955, the Prophet and his wife, Emma, toured the six
missions of the Pacific. On one of the island-to-island flights, there was a ferrible rainstorm and the pilot was having an
awful time frying to get fo the Hilo, Hawaii airport. Arthur D. Haycock recalls that he was very anxious but as he looked at
President McKay across the aisle of the tiny airplane, he noticed that the Prophet was sleeping soundly. Brother Haycock
recounted that it reminded him of the hymn, “Master the Tempest is Raging,” and he relaxed knowing that the Prophet
was at peace even in a terrific island storm.

It was during his tour that President McKay dedicated the grounds for the Church college in Hawaii. At these ceremonies,
Brother Haycock was supposed fo introduce Sister McKay to the people. He spoke her name and said that she was just
as lovely as she was fifty-four years earlier when she married the Prophet. When President McKay spoke, he corrected
Brother Haycock saying that Emma was fifty-four years lovelier than when he had married her.

While in Hawaii, President McKay was invited aboard the battleship West Virginia where he formed a special bond with its
Captain, Mervyn Bennion, the son-in-law of President J. Reuben Clark. Three months later, Captain Bennion was killed in
the Pearl Harbor attack. President McKay was devastated.

President McKay had a wonderful life, worked hard mentally and physically and was well known for his love of family and
his precious wife. He dealt with many physical set backs with grace and courage, never really letting anything stop him,
although they did slow him down some. In 1948 he suffered a mild heart attack and then three months later bruised his
arm and shoulder while training a horse. Later in 1950 he tore muscles and ligaments again when a large tree stump that
he was trying to move with a team of horses fell on him. He was seventy-six at the time.

He was responsible for dedicating four temples, the Bern, Switzerland, Los Angeles, California, Hamilton, New Zealand
and the Oakland, California Temples. He also was instrumental in getting the Church Welfare Plan started during the
“Great Depression” of 1934.

President McKay suffered from severe stage fright and fought it most of his life. It made him very nervous to stand in front
of the Saints af conference but he faced his fears head on and did what he needed to do.

Two of President McKay’s most famous quotes are: “Every member a missionary” and “There is no success that can
compensate for failure in the home.” David O. McKay died quietly on January 18, 1970 at the age of ninety-six. Sister
McKay died shortly after the same year.

Every prophet is renowned and loved for his own individual traits and leadership qualities. President McKay will be re-
membered for his love of family, his dedication to missionary service and his love of hard work - three traits that we as
members of the Church should strive daily to obtain.

DISCUSSION:

*How hard do you think it would be to leave your home and family to serve a mission?
*Would you have enough faith to leave and serve a mission?

*What kind of an example did President McKay set concerning his marriage to Emma?

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Swinton, Heidi S. “In the Company of Prophets” David O. McKay
Brigham Young University, www.byu.edu David O. McKay
Francis M. Gibbons, “Dynamic Deciples” David O. McKay 1996
David O. McKay Journal, Aug. 5, 1897
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new “Prophet of God” packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the “Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
qQuestions about each prophet of the Church.
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