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Many times throughout the Book of Mormon and the Bible, our Heavenly Father uses someone
very young to carry out His great plans, such as Joseph, who was sold into Egypt, David and Mary.
So it was with the prophet, Joseph Smith.

Joseph Smith was only 14 years old when he was privileged to see God the Father and Jesus
Christ, His son. How would you have handled it, if God had allowed you to see what Joseph saw?
(Discussion)

It was in Sharon, Vermont on the 23rd day of December in 1805 that Joseph Smith was born to
Joseph Smith, Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith. He was blessed to enter a family that had many children
and Joseph could certainly say, as Nephi of old had said, that he was born of goodly parents.
Joseph’s brothers and sisters were Alvin, Hyrum, Samuel Harrison, William, Don Carlos, Sophronia,
Catherine and Lucy. There were eleven in his family and Joseph loved his sisters and brothers
dearly.

The Smith family moved often in those days. When they moved to Manchester, it wasn’t long until
there was a great commotion in the country over who had the best religion, the right religion.
Many people began speaking out and trying to convert others to their religions, including the
Methodists, Presbyterians and the Baptists. This caused a great commotion among the people
and they began to fight with each other and to hate each other. Missionaries from the Presbyte-
rian faith had converted four members of Joseph's family, including his mother, Lucy, Hyrum,
Samuel and Sophronia.

Joseph was very confused and thought for long periods of time as to what he should do. He
would attend meeting after meeting, listening to the different religions speak about their individual
beliefs. He kept his feelings and thoughts to himself. In the midst of all the confusion, Joseph
thought, “What is to be done? Who of all these parties are right; or, are they all wrong together?
If any one of them be right, which is it, and how shall | know it?”

One day, while Joseph was reading the Bible, he turned to the book of James, chapter one, verse
5 which reads: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” The power of this scripture hit Joseph very hard in his
heart. He thought about it again and again, believing that if any person needed wisdom at that
time, it was he, for he had no idea what to do. After pondering it for some time, Joseph came to
the conclusion that he must either remain in darkness and confusion, or that he must do as James
said in the Bible and ask God. He decided that he would “ask of God.”

Near Joseph’s home stood a grove of trees. Early one beautiful spring morning in 1820, he walked
to the wooded area to a spot he had thought about before. It was the first time in Joseph's life
that he had ever made an attempt to pray out loud.



When he arrived at the place he had planned to go, he knelt down and began to pray very ear-
nestly to our Heavenly Father. Now, whenever we do anything that the Lord wants us to do, Satan
doesn't like it. He certainly didn‘t want Joseph to see God, for then Joseph would have an undeni-
able testimony and he would do much good in the world. Satan tried to make Joseph feel very
bad and he tried to make him afraid. Young Joseph called out mightily to the Lord and God pro-
tected him, just as he will you or me when we call on him. We don‘t ever need to fear when we
are on the Lord’s side.

Suddenly, there appeared a pillar of light directly over Joseph’s head. When the light rested upon
him, he saw two people who were so bright and glorious that Joseph was almost at a loss as to
how to describe them. They were standing above him in the air when one of them spoke to Jo-
seph and called out his name. Then this personage pointed to the other and said, “This is My
Beloved Son. Hear Him!”

Joseph had wanted to know which religion to join, so as soon as he could compose himself, he
asked God the Father, and His son, Jesus Christ, which religion it should be. He was told that he
should join none of them, that they were all wrong and that their creeds were all an abomination
to the Lord. God also told Joseph many other things that day as well.

When God and Jesus left him in the grove, Joseph took a little while to get his strength back. Why
do you think that Joseph didn’t have any strength after seeing God and Jesus? (Discussion)

Joseph had the faith to do as the Bible instructed him to do. It had instructed him to pray to God to
get answers to any questions that he needed answered. This is the first step we should always
take. God always answers our prayers. Perhaps it is not in the way we want him to answer, but
there is always an answer.

DISCUSSION:

eFor what can you pray to your Father in Heaven?

*Do you always pray when something is bothering you?

*What things have you prayed about, and what were your answers?

eWhat do we need to gain a testimony that Joseph Smith did see God and Jesus?
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