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Family Historiah ahd Boy Scout
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At the mouth of Emigration Canyon just outside of Salt Lake City, Utah stands a beautiful statue that celebrates the arrival of the
pioneers into the valley. It is a touching monument. Its building and dedication were directed by the eighth president and Prophet of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, George Albert Smith.

President Smith loved his ancestors and was very proud of them. He spent much of his spare time working in such organizations as
the Mayflower Society, the Sons of the American Revolution, and the Sons of the Utah Pioneers. He felt very strongly that his pioneer
ancestors needed fo be remembered and honored continually.

George Albert Smith was born on April 4, 1870 in Salt Lake City, Utah. His parents were John Henry Smith and Sarah Farr. Sarah was
the daughter of Lorin Farr, well known for his pioneering skills and for being the mayor of Ogden, Utah. There is still a ward in Ogden
that is named after the famous Lorin Farr.

George's father, John Henry served as an apostle and counselor for President Joseph F. Smith. His grandfather, George A. Smith
served as an apostle and as a counselor to the prophet, Brigham Young.

D. Arthur Haycock tells of a story involving George Albert when he was only ten years old. It seems that George loved to drink the
irrigation water from the ditch outside his home. One Sunday, he was late for Sunday School, but he knelt down to drink from the
ditch anyway. As he cupped the water in his hands, he saw the glimmer of something shiny from beneath the cool water. He
reached in and pulled out an empty 30-30 rifle shell. He put it in his pocket and raced to church.

The children became restless when the talks went on and on, so George Albert pulled the shell from his pocket thinking he would
maybe trade it for a bag of marbles. The youngster next to him suggested that he use it as a whistle and blow on it. George puffed
up his cheeks and blew as hard as he could. Needless to say, everyone in church that day knew that George was there too!

During his youth, George lived in Salt Lake City and attended Brigham Young Academy and then later the University of Deseret which
is now known as the University of Utah. He was diligent in his work, often traveling by wagon to perform his duties as a salesman.
He also worked in the ZCM! factory.

At the age of twenty-two, President Smith married Wilford Woodruffs’ granddaughter, Lucy Emily. George had grown up living on West
Temple in Salt Lake City. His home was just down the street from Church President Wilford Woodruff's home. The Smiths and the
Woodruffs were very close and George especially enjoyed watching Lucy walk past his house on her way to get potato water to make
yeast for bread. He would go out and chase her and then in school he would dip her pigtails in the ink well of his desk. He liked her
very much, even then.

One day, as George and Lucy were swinging on the front porch, they were watching across the street as guests of a rooming house
were gathered. This old boarding house was located where the Inn at Temple Square is now standing.

One of the men made a small hot-air balloon out of a tin can, a handkerchief and a candle. He shot it into the air and it began
floating toward the tabernacle on Temple Square. It hit the roof, just as George was afraid it would. The candle tipped over and
caught the wooden shingles on fire. George rushed fo call the fire department. When the firemen arrived, they found the west gate to
Temple Square locked. The fire chief fold all of the firemen and the boys who were watching fo run and jump high and kick the gate
down. They did what they were told and the gate was knocked over. The fire engine was then able to enter and put out the fire
before the tabernacle was seriously damaged.

In 1892, George Albert accepted a call to the Southern States Mission. When he went to Lucy’s house to tell her good-bye, he fully
expected that she would not be around when he got home. To his pleasant surprise however, Lucy told him that he would not be
going to the Southern States without her. She asked him to marry her so they could go together and he did. One week after their
wedding, they left for their mission as husband and wife. The Smiths were later blessed with three children, Emily, Edith and George
Albert, Jr.

Several years later, President Smith was called as the president of the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association in the Salt Lake
Stake. The stake at that time consisted of forty wards. Then, at the age of thirty-three, George was called as an apostle of the Church
on October 8, 1903 by President Joseph F. Smith. It is esfimated that George Albert Smith traveled over 30,000 miles a year and was in
attendance at over ten church meetings per week. This was difficult because while still a youth in 1918, he suffered a sunstroke as he
surveyed at the University. This left him with only one eye that saw well. Later, when George was serving as President of the Church,
he would have to have someone read him his mail and write his letters for him.



President Smith was never really well physically and as his duties in the Church became more intense, his health failed even more.
Even with these fierce, personal trials, however, George Albert Smith dedicated his life to the Lord and fulfilled his responsibilities with
grace and courage.

Apostle Smith was called to work with the youth of the Church. He established many programs for the Young Men and Women. He
also was known throughout the world as a dynamic scout. The Boy Scouts were brought to the United States in 1910 and George
recommended to President Joseph F. Smith that the organization be incorporated into the Young Men’s program of the Church. This
was done and George was called as if's leader. In 1932 George was awarded the Silver Beaver and in 1934 was given the Silver
Buffalo. Not only did he obtain two of the highest awards that Scouting gives, but he also established the Church scouts and explor-
ers as leaders in gaining members of the Boy Scout Organization.

Between 1913 and 1918, George served as mission president to the European Mission. He also visited the Hawaiian, Fiji Islands, New
Zealand, Australian, Tongan and Samoan missions.

President Smith loved working the land as his father and grandfather had done. He enjoyed farming and irrigating. He also loved
Mormon history and learning about the pioneers. He was one of several men who were able to purchase the Joseph Smith, Sr. farm
in Manchester, New York for the Church.

On June 21, 1943, George Albert Smith was called as the President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and two years later, was
sustained president of the Church when Heber J. Grant died. He was seventy-five years old and was set apart as Prophet on May 21,
1945,

President Smith was well known for being one of the kindest and most loving men who had ever lived on earth. He loved everyone no
matter the race or color they were. He said, “men cannot approach the likeness of God except by the practice of love to their fellow
men. Only by love can peace and joy be made to cover the earth.” One of his best quotes is, “Keep on the Lord’s side of the line.”

S. George Ellsworth said of him, “He measured his life by the yardstick of service and was happiest when assisting the poor, the
widows, and the fatherless, or visiting the sick among his neighbors or in hospitals. He was always polite, gentlemanly, tactful,
forgiving, and kind, a man of peace who cultivated goodwill among all people. He lifted the burdens from the shoulders of both
friends and strangers, planted hope in the human heart, and restored confidence. He practiced the divine law of love.’

During his six short years as the President of the Church, President Smith made many friends, saw the number of missionaries rise to
more than 5,000 and built two hundred meetinghouses. He also dedicated the Idaho Falls Temple.

After many years of physical pain and anguish, President Smith died on his eighty-first birthday of lupus, a disease that produces
extreme and chronic weakness of the body. It was April 4, 1951.

President George Albert Smith was typical of all the prophets we have written about so far in that he was exceptional in all that he did.
His courage under such extreme physical discomfort and pain and his great love of the human race set him apart as a rare and
wonderful man.

President Smith often told of the time he was struggling with his call as an apostle. He felt very bad about his poor health and felt it
hampered his ability to perform his calling well. He truly suffered over this and finally fraveled to St. George, Utah to spend one
summer living in a fent. He was very sick and one night he dreamt that he was in a boat by a beautiful lake and then he got out and
began walking along a path fo a grove of trees. There he saw his grandfather, who had died several years before, coming toward
him. They rushed fo greet and hug each other. Then his grandfather asked George what he had done with the name that he had
given him. President Smith said later that he saw his life pass in front of him and he replied to his grandfather that he had never done
anything that would have shamed his or his grandfather’s name. President Smith described this experience as a major turning point
in his life and he decided not to worry about his health any more but go back to work where he belonged.

We can all learn so much from our beloved prophets. Just like the rest of us, they have severe trials to test them and heartaches fo
teach them how to feel. We can take great comfort in knowing that we are not alone in the things we experience.

DISCUSSION:
*How difficult do you think it might have been to serve as Prophet with the physical ailments President Smith had?
*Does learning about President Smith’s life help us to understand that none of us are without trials, but that the Lord is with us?

BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. S. George Ellsworth, George Albert Smith for www.lightplanet.com
2. Smith, George Albert, Papers, Folders 1-4, Box 96, Special Collections. University of Utah Library, Salt Lake City.
3. Heidi S. Swinton, “In the Company of Prophets”, Deseret Book, 1993
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new “Prophet of God” packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the “Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
Questions about each prophet of the Church.
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