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Joseph F. Smith, Father, Grandfather
ahd Prophet

Only one prophet of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has had the distinction of being the nephew of a
prophet, father of a prophet and a prophet himself. That man was Joseph F. Smith, son of Hyrum and Mary Fielding
Smith.

Joseph F. Smith was born in Far West, Missouri on November 13, 1838. He was named after both his uncle Joseph
Smith and his uncle Joseph Fielding. His father, Hyrum and uncle Joseph Smith were imprisoned in the dungeon
beneath the Liberty Jail during his birth. His mother, Mary Fielding, had married Hyrum after the death of his first
wife, Jerusha. Mary was very sick after the birth of little Joseph. Mary’s sister Mercy, came and fook care of the
baby. Just a short time after Joseph’s birth, a mob of angry men broke info the house and ransacked it. During the
scuffle, some bedding was tossed on baby Joseph and he nearly suffocated.

Two months later, Mary took Joseph and visited her husband, Hyrum in the Liberty Jail. She was still very ill @ month
later when she took her little baby and fled with other saints to Quincy, lllinois. When Hyrum escaped from jail in
May of that same year, he met his family and they went on to Nauvoo together.

When Joseph was only five years old, his father and the prophet Joseph Smith died in the Carthage Jail. By this time,
Joseph'’s little sister, Martha Ann had been born. Mary Fielding now had the responsibility of not only her two chil-
dren, but also three of Hyrum’s other children who had been born to his first wife. The six of them crossed the plains
together in 1848, when the pioneers came west. Another son, John, met her later in lowa during the trek.

Joseph F. Smith learned many things while being a pioneer. He was taught to drive the team of oxen when he was
only seven years old. For a year and a half, the family suffered all of the trials of the pioneers as they made the
journey to Utah and little Joseph, in his ninth year, guided the oxen for most of the way. He had been taught to work
hard and when the family seftled in the Salt Lake Valley, Joseph herded cattle and sheep, cut wood and worked for
other families during harvest time. When Joseph was only thirteen, his mother, Mary Fielding, died from fatigue and
malnutrition. It was a very hard time for the young prophet but Brigham Young and Heber C. Kimball took good care
of him.

Two years later, at the young age of fifteen, the Prophet Brigham Young called Joseph on a mission to the Sandwich
Islands which later became known as Hawaii. He served there for four years. He was remembered for having the
wonderful gift of healing and for overcoming many bouts of “Island Sickness.”

When he returned fo Utah, he joined the Nauvoo Legion and went with one thousand other men to intercept
Johnston’s Army who were trying to attack the Mormons. Once the war was over, Joseph married six different
women fo fulfill the law of Polygamy. He was eventually the father of forty-three children.

From 1860 to 1863, Joseph served a mission in Great Britain and then returned to Hawadii to help organize the Church
affairs there. While in Hawaii, he personally selected the site for a church plantation on the island of Oahu at Lai,
which is presently the site of the Hawaiian Temple, Brigham Young University-Hawaii campus and the Polynesian
Cultural Center.

Upon his return to Utah, he became interested in politics and became a member of the Territorial House of Repre-
sentatives in 1865 and the Salt Lake City Council in 1866. He later served as a member of the Utah legislature where
he served several consecutive terms.

At the incredibly young age of twenty-seven, Joseph F. Smith was ordained as an apostle of the church. On July 1,
1866 he was also sustained as a counselor to the First Presidency under President Brigham Young. He went on fo
serve as a counselor to John Taylor, Wilford Woodruff and Lorenzo Snow. When President Snow died, Joseph F. Smith
was set apart as the sixth president of the Church on October 17, 1901 where he presided until his death on Novem-

ber 19, 1918. DO NOT COPY



President Smith left such a wonderful legacy for us and for the church he loved so much. Some of his grandchildren
have given us precious memories of their grandfather and numerous writers have spoken of his many amazing experi-
ences.

When Joseph’s mother, Mary, died, he became a father to his little sister, Martha Ann. One day while they were in
school, the schoolmaster grabbed a leather strap to whip Martha Ann. Joseph called out for the teacher not to
touch her. This made the schoolmaster even angrier and he decided to whip Joseph instead but Joseph stood his
ground and got the upper hand with the teacher. It is said that he had a bad temper when he was young but that
he conquered it well.

All of his grandchildren remember a very kind, very concerned grandfather who always had his pockets full of candy
for them. He would let them reach down into his pockets and pull out the delicious treats. He always had candy
Musks, raisins, perfumed candies, licorice “Nibs” or peppermints for them to eat.

President Smith would invite his children and grandchildren to his home, the Beehive House, to celebrate his birth-
days. Then he would give them presents and refreshments. They would sit on his lap and stroke his long white
beard which always smelled good because he sprayed a little perfume on it.

Joseph F. Smith usually wore a white suit and had a very long, white beard. His favorite meal was eating a bowl of
cornmeal mush and a separate bowl of milk. He would take a spoonful of the mush, dip it into the bowl of milk and
then eat it.

He worked very hard during his presidency to improve the image of the church after all of the trouble over polygamy.
His relationship with his grandchildren and children showed the world what a wonderful man he was and this alone
increased people’s respect for the Church.

He was diligent in getting the Church out of debt and he purchased and developed many historical sites, among
which were Joseph Smith’s birthplace in Vermont, the Smith farm in New York and the Carthage Jail. He was able to
complete work on the Church Administration Building, the LDS Hospital, the Church Visitors bureau and the Hotel
Utah in Salt Lake City. He also initiated temple building in Hawaii and Canada.

When President Smith died, there was a flu epidemic in Salt Lake and they couldnt have a funeral for him. As his
body was driven to the cemetery, thousands of people gathered and followed it. As the hearse passed the Cathe-
dral of the Madeline, the bells rang out for President Smith.

He was wonderful, well-loved man and respected worldwide for his great love of family. He was a tireless worker,
staying up late many nights fo write letters to those who had written him. Charles W. Nibley said of him, “No heart
ever beat fruer to every principle of manhood and righteousness and justice and mercy than his; that great heart,
encased in his magnificent frame, made him the biggest, the bravest, the most tender, the most pure, and the best
of all men who walked the earth in his time.”

DISCUSSION:
*Could you lead a team of oxen as a young child as Joseph F. Smith did?
*Would you have the faith to serve a four year mission at the young age of fifteen?

Bibliography
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new “Prophet of God” packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the “Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
Questions about each prophet of the Church.
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