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Joseph Fielding Smith
The Simple, Honhest Follower of Christ

Joseph Fielding Smith, tenth president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints had the distinction of being the son of
a prophet (Joseph F. Smith), the grandson of Hyrum Smith and the nephew of the Prophet, Joseph Smith. It was a legacy that
he would be true to all of his life.

Joseph was born in Salt Lake City, Utah on the nineteenth of July, 1876 to Julina Lambson Smith and Joseph F. Smith. He lived
in a home at 333 W. 1st North which was just three blocks northwest of Temple Square. His home was directly across the
street from what was known then as the University of Deseret, now the University of Utah. When the University of Utah
moved from that building it became what is now known as West High School.

Joseph came into a family of four brothers and three sisters born to his father, Joseph F. Smith and his wives. His mother
Julina, had been promised that she would be able to name her first son after his father and so the name was saved for
Joseph.

Eight years later on his birthday, Joseph was baptized in Salt Lake City by his father, Joseph F. Smith.

As a child, Joseph was constantly reminded of his amazing heritage and was taught well by both his father and his mother.
He loved horses and rode every chance he could whether it was his own horse Junie, or the horses owned by his beloved
aunt, Mercy Thompson. Mercy was the sister of his grandmother, Mary Fielding Smith.

Joseph loved to swim and play baseball. In fact, he was quite competitive in the sport of baseball. Each ward in the area
had its own baseball team and they played each other many times a year. There was quite the competition between
Joseph’s ward, the fiffeenth, and the sixteenth ward. His competitive nature began in his youth and continued throughout all
of his life.

Children of the Church during Joseph's young years attended school in their wards. They were taught well and learned not
only the basics of education but also the basics of the Church. Joseph developed a great love of reading through the ex-
amples of his teachers and his mother Julina, who was the biggest influence on the young prophet.

Julina loved reading books and instilled that same love in Joseph. He was an avid reader and loved the scriptures more than
anything else. One would think that someone so well educated would use long, involved words in his speaking but Joseph
Fielding chose not to. He was a simple man at heart and hated using flowery language or multi-syllable words. His lan-
guage was clear, precise and common.

President Smith grew up in the influence of prominent people of the Church and in a loving family but he had many heart-
aches in his young life. His father served a mission in Hawaii while Joseph was a young boy and this caused the young
prophet fo suffer with a lot of loneliness. When he felt especially bad, he would visit his aunt Mercy and ride her horses until
he felt at peace again.

When Joseph was just sixteen years old he was privileged to aftend the dedication ceremonies at the Salt Lake Temple. He
later presided over the dedication of the Ogden Temple in January of 1972 and the Provo Temple in February of 1972.

Joseph Fielding Smith married three women during his life, all who died before him. His first wife was Louie Emyla Shurtliff
who died in 1908. Then he married Ethel Georgina Reynolds later that same year and she died in 1937. During these years
President Smith served a mission to England and was ordained an Apostle on April 7, 1910. He was ordained by his father,
Joseph F. and remained an apostle for sixty years! He also served as Church Historian for forty-five of those years. When he
was called as Prophet of the Church on April 6, 1970, he was the oldest man to be called as Prophet since the restoration. He
was ninety-three!

In 1938, Joseph married Jesse Ella Evans, a marvelous woman of many talents. She had been a stalwart member of the
Tabernacle Choir and had a deep, rich, alto voice. Many people from all over the world would come to conference just to
hear her sing. She was a soloist for the choir all her life until she became too ill o sing. DO NOT COPY



Joseph Fielding Smith was sometimes thought of as being very strict, staunch and unbending in his nature but those who
knew him best tell a different story. In Heidi S. Swinton’s book, “In The Company of Prophets” she relates a story told by Arthur
Haycock about President Smith and an elevator. One day, after eating his lunch at the Lion House, Brother Haycock saw
someone go up the stairs in the back of the building to go to the Church Administration building, which was next door.
Brother Haycock thought that if he hurried, he could catch whoever was leaving and not have to find his own key. He raced
up the stairs and got through the door just before it closed, not realizing who had just gone through it. As Arthur darted info
the only elevator in the building, he came face to face with Joseph Fielding Smith. Brother Haycock felt very ill at ease and
tried to talk with Elder Smith. He said, “I just followed you in the back door and caught the elevator door before it closed. I'm
kind of hoping that's how it will be on the other side. If | can caich the pearly gates before they close behind someone like
you, | may make it.”

Elder Smith scanned the young Haycock and finally said, “If | were you , my brother, | wouldn't count on it.” (In The Company
of Prophets, p.59)

Brother Haycock who knew the prophet well and many others before him, said that Joseph Fielding was deliberate in his
ways but quiet and soft-spoken. These are great qualities for a prophet to have.

President Smith loved children as was evidenced one time when he was leaving Temple Square. A small girl had escaped
her parents and found the Prophet. He reached down, picked her up and held her close to him, resting his cheek upon hers.
When her parents found her, they scolded her for getting lost and she simply told them that she wasn't lost, she was being
held by the Prophet.

Joseph Fielding was a shy man but one with a purpose which he felt keenly. He believed that his main purpose in life was to
serve the Lord. He was a General Authority for sixty years.

When this prophet married his third wife, Jesse, he was still an apostle. She changed his life dramatically and was often
referred to as his opposite. Joseph had at one time been her home teacher, then called a ward teacher.

They were married in the Salt Lake Temple and soon began singing duets together. The people of the Church loved to hear
them sing. Jesse Evans Smith was known far and wide for her singing of songs such as, “They Found Him Teaching in the
Temple,” and “"He That Hath Clean Hands.” President Smith would sometimes refer to their numbers as “Do-its” saying that
he had to Do-it whether he wanted to or not.

Joseph Fielding loved nature and would take the time to view it often whether it was the mountains, oceans or wildlife. He
also loved watermelon and strawberries. His favorite pies were all pies. President Smith ate pie like he did everything else -
very planned and precise. When he ate a slice of pie, he would cut off the crust and eat it first and then eat the filling.

In the summer of 1970, sister Smith was in the hospital for several weeks and President Smith would come to the hospital
every night and sleep on a couch next to her bed. Almost a year later, she was hospitalized again with congestive heart
failure and again, Joseph stayed at her bedside. When she was able to go home, they stayed in a suite on the eighth floor of
the Hotel Utah.

Soon after, on August 3, 1971 Jesse Evans died quietly at home. Her funeral was held on Temple Square in the Tabernacle,
which was only fitting for someone who had given so much pleasure there through her singing.

President Smith felt the loss very deeply but carried on with his many duties as Prophet of the Church. One of his most fond
memories of his beloved Jesse was that when he had to give a talk somewhere, he would write it out on yellow legal-pad
paper and then stuff it info his pocket. Jesse would lovingly remind him of where it was each time by whispering to him, “Your
‘palk’is in your ‘tocket’.”

Joseph Fielding continued as Prophet until July 2, 1972 when he died in Salt Lake City. He had been sitting in his chair, gazing
out of the window when he just slipped away. He was ninety-five.

DISCUSSION

*If you and | were to devote our entire lives to serving the Lord, what might we have to change?
*How would you feel if your father had to leave you right now to serve a mission far away?

*Do you think it would be difficult to serve as the Prophet and be as old as Joeseph Fielding was?

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Swinton, Heidi S., “In The Company of Prophets”, Deseret Book 1993

Gibbons, Francis M., “Joseph Fielding Smith”, Deseret Book 1993 DO NOT COPY
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new "Prophet of God" packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the "Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
Questions about each prophet of the Church.
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