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The Prophet, Joseph Smith, Jr.

One of the greatest men who has ever lived upon the earth was Joseph Smith, Jr. Few men in the course of history
have had such a lasting effect on the world and on religion. Through his great courage and faith, we have the gospel of
Jesus Christ restored to us, never to be taken from the earth again.

Joseph was the son of Joseph Smith, Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith. He was born on December 23, 1805 in Sharon,
Vermont. When he arrived into the family there were already three older children. After Joseph was born, Lucy gave
birth to several more children, including Ephraim who died in infancy. When the family was completed they were, in
order, Alvin, Hyrum, Sophronia, Joseph Jr., Samuel Harrison, William, Catharine, Don Carlos and Lucy.

The Smith family moved several times during Joseph's childhood making it very hard for him to attend school for any
length of time. In 1811, when Joseph was five years old, they moved to Lebonon, New Hampshire which is just across
the Connecticut River. Two years later in 1813, all of the Smith children contacted typhoid fever. Joseph's mother,
Lucy, was beside herself.

It was very common in those days for all of the children to sleep in one bed and so when one child got sick, the others
did too. This bout of typhoid Killed six thousand people in the Connecticut Valley but miraculously, none of the Smith
children died. Joseph, however, had complications from the fever.

When Joseph finally had the strength to sit up, he began having a terrible pain in his shoulder that nothing would help.
Lucy sent for the doctor who said it was just a sprain and rubbed bone liniment into it. The pain remained and so the
doctor was summoned again. This time he found a very large fever sore between Joseph's shoulder and chest. The
doctor lanced (cut) the sore and drained a whole quart of fluid from it. Then the pain that had been in his shoulder shot
down through his body to his leg on the same side of his body. Joseph was quoted as saying that the pain was severe
and how he could ever bear it?

The leg swelled terribly and Joseph suffered with this awful pain for two more weeks. Joseph was just seven years old
at this time and his mother, Lucy, would carry him in her arms to try and soothe the pain. She soon became very ill
herself because of all the strain and she couldn't tend to Joseph. Hyrum, who loved Joseph dearly, volunteered to take
care of Joseph and rarely left his side. Hyrum would grasp Joseph's leg in his strong hands and put pressure on each
side of the painful area when it would flare up, trying to relieve the pain.

After three weeks, the pain was only worse and the doctor was called again. This time he lanced the leg but the pain
persisted. On the next call, the doctor cut even deeper into the leg hoping it would help but this didn't help either. It was
decided that several doctors would amputate Joseph's leg. After much pleading from Lucy, the doctors relented and
agreed to operate and take out the part of the leg bone that was infected.

Even at this young age, Joseph had incredible faith in the Lord. When told that he should be tied up and drink a glass
of wine Joseph declined, saying he would not be bound nor would he touch liquor. He asked his father to stay with him
and pleaded for his mother to leave. He knew that the Lord would take care of him.

Lucy described the operation as being horrible. The doctors removed several pieces of bone from the young boy
which saved his life. During this incident, Joseph had shown his incredible strength, courage and faith. Even at the
age of seven, he was teaching the world.

Joseph and Hyrum had a special relationship all of their lives. They loved each other as well as enjoyed playing sports
together and against each other. They were known for having wrestling matches and for stick pulling to see who was
the stronger of the two. Joseph had a great sense of humor and was known for being funny. He loved little children
and was a kind and witty man.

When the family was well again, they moved to Norwich, Vermont where after several years of crop failures, they
moved to Palmyra, New York. Itis amazing to look back on the history of the Smith family and realize all of the things
the Lord put them through just to keep moving them until they were in New York and close to the Hill Cummorah. Just
ike Jonah of the Bible and young Joseph, the Lord will provide ways to get us where he needs us to go.



While in Palmyra on a beautiful spring day in 1820, Joseph walked to his special place in the Sacred Grove. The young
boy had been reading in the Bible the night before about receiving answers to prayers. In the book of James 1:5,
Joseph had read, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him." Joseph said that he had never had a scripture come with more power to him and so he deter-
mined that he would do just as he had read.

During these years, there was a terrible tumult going on over religion. Many religions were trying to convert people to
their way of thinking, causing much confusion and trouble among the people of New York. Joseph had become very
frustrated and couldn't decide which one to join. He was only fourteen at the time. All of this had prompted his asking
God to help him know which church was the right one. With all the sincerity of his heart he wanted to know and so he
had gone to the grove to pray.

As Joseph knelt in the warm sunshine, he could hear the rustle of the leaves. He prayed earestly to know which of the
religions was true. Just as he began to pray, Joseph realized that Satan had also heard his prayer and that Satan was
angry with him. Satan never likes it when we do something good or right. He always wants to have his say but Heav-
enly Father will always protect us if we are on His side.

Suddenly, a bright light shown in the air above Joseph. There stood two men, dressed in vivid white and looking down
at Joseph. Can you imagine how you would feel to be kneeling on the ground and see Heavenly Father and Jesus
close to you? Joseph described it as this: "When the light rested upon me | saw two Personages, whose brightness
and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said,
pointing to the other - This is My Beloved Son, Hear Him."

It is important for all of us to realize that Heavenly Father called Joseph by name. He knows all of our names and loves
us all individually.

Joseph was told to join none of the churches but to re-establish Jesus' church as it had been in days of old. When
Heavenly Father and Jesus were through speaking, Joseph became very weak but returned home and told his mother
of his vision. Lucy believed him immediately and this would begin years of turmoil and struggle to bring the true gospel
of Jesus Christ back to the earth.

Three years later, on September 23, 1823, the angel Moroni visited Joseph to instruct him about translating golden
plates which would bring about the Book of Mormon. It wasn't until September 22, 1827 however, that Joseph was able
to obtain the plates from Moroni. He was shown where to find them, buried in a box made of stone in the Hill
Cummorah. This began the long task of translating. How many of you know what it means to "translate?" When
Joseph translated what was on the golden plates, he read the words on the plates and interpreted the words so we
could understand them. Just how did he do that?

Heavenly Father and Jesus provided a way so Joseph could interpret the writings on the plates, because they were not
in our language. In the stone box was a set of very sacred eyeglasses. These glasses, when worn by Joseph, would
interpret the words into English as Joseph read. They were called the Urim and Thummim. He would then repeat what
he saw to someone else, a scribe who would write down the words. It was a miraculous thing, only brought about by a
loving Heavenly Father for us.

Joseph had married Emma Hale on January 18, 1827, just months before receiving the plates. He and Emma lived
with Joseph Sr. and Lucy at first and it was there he began translating.

Joseph and Emma went through many hard trials to get the Book of Mormon translated and published. It took years
and caused much heartache to Joseph and his family. During many of these hard times, it would have much easier to
just give up and protect himself and his family but Joseph never doubted or despaired in what he was doing. This
alone is a testimony to him being a Prophet.

In the following seventeen years, Joseph with the help of many others, published the Book of Mormon, established the
Lord's Church and organized it on April 6, 1830. The Church began as a little seed and grew rapidly. Missionaries
were sent out to other countries and lands. People recognized their teachings as the truth. People began joining and
telling others about the Church and word spread like fire.



Of course, Satan had to get into the act as well by agitating others to fight against the truth. Mobs gathered and taunted
the Prophet and his family for many years. Finally, Joseph and his brother Hyrum were locked up in the Carthage jail
for crimes that had been made up by angry men. On June 27, 1844 as Joseph, Hyrum, Willard Richards and John
Taylor sat together, they heard a mob of two hundred men shouting and heading for the jail. It was only moments until
both Joseph and Hyrum lay dead. They had given their lives for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints as a
testimony of its truthfulness.

Joseph and Emma had so many heartaches. One would think that the Lord would have spared Joseph and Emma
from some of their trials because of his being a Prophet of God, but we know that God gives all of us trials to over-
come. They refine us and make us stronger.

The following is an accounting of the children of the Prophet Joseph and his wife Emma:
*Alvin, born and died on June 15, 1828

*Thaddeus Smith, born and died on April 30, 1831 along with his twin sister, Louisa
+Julia Murdock Smith, adopted daughter born April 30, 1831 along with her twin brother, Joseph. Joseph died on March
30, 1832 from exposure caused by a mob at Hiram, Ohio.

«Joseph, the third, born November 6, 1832

*Frederick G. W. born June 20, 1836

*Alexander H. born June 2, 1838

*Don Carlos born June 13, 1840 and died August 15, 1841

+Stillborn son born 1842

*David Hyrum born November 17, 1844 five months after the Prophet Joseph's death.

Seven of Joseph and Emma's children died as infants.

Joseph Smith, Jr. was a true Prophet in every sense of the word. He knew that what he had seen and written were
true. He lived what he believed to the very end. He paved the way for you and me to be able to have the Savior's
gospel with us in this day. He was and is magnificent. The best way we can honor his name is to believe in him and
live what he has taught. If we pray to Heavenly Father, just as young Joseph did, he will answer our prayers and let us
know that Joseph was indeed a Prophet of God. When we know that Joseph was a true Prophet, then we will know
that the Book of Mormon is true and that we do have the true Church upon the earth today.

DISCUSSION

*Do you have the same kind of faith that young Joseph had?

How difficult do you think it would have been for Joseph to continue all of the work he was doing with so much opposi-
tion?

*Why do you think Joseph had so much opposition to his work?

*Have you prayed to know that Joseph Smith Jr. was a true Prophet?

*How can we show our respect and admiration for Joseph Smith?

BIBLIOGRAPHY
History of Joseph Smith, Book of Mormon
Revised and Enhanced History of Joseph Smith By His Mother, Edited by Scot Facer Proctor and Maurine Proctor, Bookcraft, Salt Lake City.
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new “Prophet of God" packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the "Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
Questions about each prophet of the Church.




40)Avy uyof
3 SPAUHN PALH -V

syjuom

Jjvy v puv ano.g 'y

sappsody aajamy,

s1aydoa
ay1 fo wniond) :y 170

ay1 Jo 100428 Y W JuowIAY] ‘uoavys 1y
JsIopanuu Iy

¢CE81 ‘g Arenuef

|
_
_
_
_
_
|
SEM IO M\ “
_
_
_
_

_ | ~ *
_ _ _ _
| | _ _
_ _ _ _
1re[ A11aqry | 5681 b1 Arenuqog | | passouIm pue WIApy | ,
ut puods wniApy pue | uo wnionb _ Thet: b2 _ pue ydaso[ yam | <409 HItuS ydosof
ydoso[ pip " TeUyM PIzZIUE3IO _ yeym paystqerss | (e[ oeypre oy w _
sypuow Auewt MOF _ g ydosof _ MU yessol “ pakels uouwr oml ey "
_ * _ |
AJOLSIH | AJOISIH | AJOISIH | «LI0d 1SNl | AJOISIH
L = - = e .
ypyug ydosof yraug ydosof 1y MUY /6 dong

g ydasof 1y oy1 o1 mSuddory ny | HPHOWND IDH M, Y

|

|

|

| ¢swureg Aeq-1019e] Jo
¢GO8T ‘€T quIddd(J _ 1SLIYD) snsaf Jo yoanyD)
:oEogmmB _ oﬁmo
_
_
_
_
_
_

|

|

_

|

_

_ JIeyMm poureIqo

_
1ydoxg yorym uoprsoid 3siy _

_

_

_

_

_
_
_
_
_
_
g ydosof _ ¢sarefd oy puyy
_
_
_
_
_

_

_

_

_

_

“ ¢y Sem O\
_ "UOIZT OOANEN]
! ‘6281 ‘11 dun[ uQ yarwg ydosof prp
_ Ty Jeym U

_

_

*

943 JO Ioputuiwods

a1 sem 1oydoury siy g, oY) sem Oy

SHILVIN ® SHLVIN ®
AJOLSIH  suvyl ‘sarva, AdOLSIH  grivil ‘SHIVA;, AJOLSIH
F————— S S — P —— S e -
wmny I «Wwopsim 3ov] nod fo Auv [f,, 1suy ) snsaf uog StEy L8t

puv W) M Y g sown[ 0£81 ‘9 udy Y pup 4oyIng a1 poy 1y Tz Bqundeg 1y

$91EP 1BUM UO IUOIOIN
[98ue o3 woyg

|

_

~

_

_

ssaed oy _
soreld oy paureiqo _
_

_

|

_

_

_

_

_

_

_

_ sutol 01 younyp reym
| oejsuen o1 yanwug ydasof
_

_

_

_

_

|

moqe Aexd 01 yanwg ydasof
pardwoad oyqig
2y ur aanmyduos yeym

$93s 01 padaiand
yrwg ydosof sem
oYM ‘DA0IL) PAIIES I3 Ul
Buikead pue urpeouy [y M

qaanyoH 243 @ONMENMHO

P2aMO[[B IBY) PI[[BD
ynuwg ydosof

HIUWMISUTL 943 SEM JBYAMN

|
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_ g ydosof
_

_

SIONANAIXd |  SEDONARNAJXH SHONARIAIXH SHLVIN %

ONLLOWOUd-HLIVA | ONLLOWOUd-HLIVA | AJO.LSIH | ONILOWOUd-HLIV _Fm,:ﬂmh ‘SHIVA
e L L e -

_
_
_
_
_
_
_ $OIEP 1BUM UO
_
_
_
|
_
|



auoq fo saandg 'y

¢S89 SIY WOIJ 2A0WI

$10100p PIpP 1BUM
"O1AYISAUE OU YIIMm
391 s1gy uo A193Ins
pey g ydoso[
‘UdAJS JO 93e o1 Iy

AJO.LSIH

ajdwiay
PHEPAST WL -F

¢9¢81 “LT Y2TeN
uo ojdwa

HH. pEIEapop
yuwg ydosof

«LI Od Lsnl,

g ydosof 1y

¢y Sem Oy
"suonea1duwod
PEY 191B] INQ PIAIAINS

O “19AdJ proydAg,

pa31orIu0D A0q 3unoA pey 1oydoxd sy SEM JEUM
SIY2 “9AlJ JO 93E oY1 1Y .

AJO.LSIH AdO.LSITH AYJO.LSIH
|||||||||| S s | B SO |

Wor-Lan 1,y

_ _
_ _
_ _
_ |
| |
| ¢patp oy uaym g |
I ydosof 1oydosg oyp !
_ SEM P[0 MOE] “
_ _
_ |
. AJOISIH |

IV vuwm Y

_ _
_ _
_ _
_ _
| Lzsy gl Awnue[
_ uo ALrew yuuws _
| ydesof prpoym |
_ _
_ _
_ _
_ _
_ _

SHLVIAN B
SLIVIL ‘SHLVA

_ _
_ _
“ ynws ydasof :yy |

_
“ $AY sem oyp\ Aourjul “
|  HIpslpueysm jo |
_ _
_ _
_ _
| _
_ *
_ _

UIA3S “EM:UZ.LU U9IAI[I

YIS UOSLLIDE] [anvs 1}

SO SEM OUA\
‘syutes Ae(J-1913e]
JO sy snsaf
R YIS SLLY,

JO AIBRUOISSIW [RID1JJO
1511J 9U) SEM I9101q
s s ydoaso[

AJdO.LSIH

00anvN v

¢A10 JeyM
JO 10ARIA] 9q 01 P212O]O
sem g ydosof

AJO.LSIH

ynug
yoopy lony 1y

foureu s Iopoul
s g ydoso[

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
|
_
_

ce81 Amf - pcgy aunf
ANg M1, 'V

5904
1BYM JO UONE[SUEL I
9191dwod 01 sreak 22111

g ydoso[ 003 ]

«LI1 Od .LSN[

uS yrwug ydosof 1y

SOULIELL S _101]IR)
s g ydosof
SEM B

AJO.LSIH

ynuwg ydasof 1y

SO SEM O\ “190Iq
SIY 1314 I[1SIM 0} PIAO]
Aj[eroadso o -Burpsoim

jons seam 110ds 931I0AE]

s.yoydoid Bunok sty g,

SHIWILSVd
OLLAHdOdd

_
_
_
|
|
|

£781 ‘17 4oquiadag 1y

$9IEP 1BYM UO
W IS11 912 10 YIS
ydoso[SunoA oy pasisia
TUOIOA [93Ue Y [,

yrug ydosof 1y

$AY sem oy
“wIdYy) Jo duou
utol 03 wiy 3ury(a ‘uorsia
€ POAIDIIL PUE IO
oy 03 padkerd op “urol o
UOIG1[01 JeYM 0] SE PIsnJuod
sem uew dunod siy .

Fr8IL ‘LT un[ 1y

¢9IEP 1BUM UO
pa1opiniu sem

Y ydosof

SHILVIN ®
SLIVYL ‘SHLvVd

1_
_
_
_
|
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
.



Spring of 1820
September 21, 1823
September 22, 1824
September 22, 1825
September 22, 1826
January 18, 1827
September 22, 1827
June 14, 1828

September 22, 1828
April 7, 1829

May 15, 1829
May of 1829

June 11, 1829
June of 1829

June of 1829
September of 1829
March 26, 1830
April 6, 1830
June of 1830

June of 1830
August 3, 1831
February 16, 1832
January 23, 1833
February 27, 1833
March 18, 1833
July 2, 1833

July 23, 1833
November 25, 1833
May 5, 1834
February 14, 1835
February 28, 1835
March 28, 1835
March 27, 1836
April 3, 1836
October 25, 1838
November 1, 1838
December 1, 1838
March of 1839
April 15, 1839
November of 1839
February 4, 1840
April 6, 1841
June 4, 1841
March 17, 1842
May 4, 1842

May 19, 1842
May 28, 1843
May 17, 1844
June 18, 1844
June 25, 1844

June 27, 1844
February 4, 1846

LEGACY OF A PROPHET
Historical Moments In The Life Of Joseph Smith

Joseph Smith's first vision

The angel Moroni first visits the boy prophet

Moroni meets and teaches Joseph Jr. at the Hill Cumorah
Moroni again meets with Joseph Jr. at Cumorah

For the third year in a row, Moroni teaches Joseph at Cumorah
Joseph marries Emma Hale

Moroni gives Joseph the plates at the Hill Cumorah

Martin Harris takes one-hundred sixteen pages of the first manuscript of the Book of Mormon and

loses them. The angel Moroni takes back the plates

Joseph receives the plates back from Moroni

Oliver Cowdry becomes Joseph's scribe in translating the plates

The Aaronic Priesthood is conferred upon Joseph and Oliver Cowdry

The Melchizedek Priesthood is restored by Peter, James and John

Joseph secures the copyright to the Book of Mormon

The three witnesses are privileged to see an angel, the plates and to hear the voice of God
The eight witnesses to the Book of Mormon see and feel the plates

They begin printing the Book of Mormon

The Palmyra Bookstore begins sales of the Book of Mormon

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is legally organized

Joseph begins the translation of the bible and receives the revelations of Moses
Samuel Harrison Smith, Joseph's brother leaves as the first official missionary of the Church
The Kirtland temple site is dedicated by Joseph Smith Jr.

Vision of the Three Degrees is received by Joseph Smith Jr.

The School of the Prophets is established

Joseph reveals revelation of the Word of Wisdom, Section 89 D&C, in Kirtland, Ohio
The First Presidency of the Church is organized

Joseph finishes the translation of the bible

The cornerstone of the Kirtland Temple is laid

The Saints of the Church are told to leave Kirtland

Joseph becomes leader of Zion's Camp

The Quorum of the Twelve Apostles is organized

The Quorum of the Seventy is organized

Joseph receives the revelation on the Priesthood

Joseph dedicates the Kirtland Temple

The Savior, Moses, Elias and Elijah come to the temple (D&C 110)

Joseph, Hyrum and others were sentenced to be shot

Joseph and Hyrum are put in prison at the Liberty Jail

While still in the Liberty Jail, Joseph receives revelations contained in D&C 121, 122 and 123
Joseph and Hyrum escape their captors while being taken to Boone County

"Times and Seasons" is first published

Joseph becomes the leader in command of the Nauvoo Legion
The cornerstone of the Nauvoo Temple is laid
7 7 Adscensirm

Joseph is arrested on false charges filed in Missouri
The Relief Society of Nauvoo is organized

The temple endowment is presented to the saints
Joseph Smith Jr. is elected Mayor of Nauvoo
Joseph and Emma are sealed together for time and all
Joseph is nominated to run for the President of th

Nauvoo is placed under martial law

eterniry

Joseph and Hyrum surrender at Carthage Jail to face trumped up charges resulting from publishing of

the "Expositor”
Joseph and Hyrum are murdered at Carthage Jail
The Saints begin trek to Utah
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»1 - Emma Hale is born in Harmony, Pennsylvania on July 10, 1804.
*2 - Joseph Smith Jr. is born in Sharon, Vermont on December 23, 1805.

*3 - The Smith family moves to Lebanon, New Hampshire. They lived in Lebanon from 1811 to 1813.
- Joseph went through a series of leg operations while living in Lebanon.

*4 - The Smith family moves from Lebanon to Norwich, Vermont. They lived in Norwich from 1814 to 1816.
«5 - The Smith family leaves Norwich, Vermont for Palmyra, New York in the fall of 1816.

*6 - In 1818, the Smith family moves to a farm in Manchester.
- The Sacred Grove was just west of the Smith farm, not far from Joseph's home.
- The Hill Cumorah was a little over a 3 mile walk southeast from the Smith farm.

*7 - Joseph and Emma are married in January of 1827 and move in to the Joseph Smith Sr. home.
*8 - In December of 1827, Joseph and Emma moved to Harmony, Pennsylvania, Emma's birthplace.

*9 - Joseph and Emma move to Kirtland, Ohio in February of 1831.
- After arriving in Kirtland, Joseph and Emma lived in the Newel K. Whitney home for several weeks.
- From March until September of 1831, Joseph and Emma lived on the Isaac Morley farm.

+10 - In September of 1831, Joseph and Emma move to Hiram, Ohio. They lived in Hiram from September of 1831 to
September of 1832. While in Hiram, Joseph and Sydney worked on the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible.

+11 - Joseph and Emma return to Kirtland and live in the Newel K. Whitney Store from 1832 to 1833.
- Finally in 1834, Joseph and Emma were able to live in their own home in Kirtland.

*12 - In March of 1838, Joseph and Emma move to Far West, Missouri.
- Far West was the largest Mormon settlement in Missouri.

*13 - Joseph is jailed in the Liberty, Missouri Jail from December of 1838 to April of 1839.
*14 - Joseph and Emma move to Nauvoo, Illinois in May of 1839,

*15 - Joseph and Hyrum surrender at Carthage Jail in Illinois on June 25, 1844 and are murdered on June 27, 1844 by an angry mob.
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