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Kindnhess

The Jacobs family had just finished reading their scriptures and the children were off to catch the yellow
school bus. Thoughts of what they had just read were flooding little Chris Jacobs mind as he grabbed his
backpack and hurried to join the other children.

Today's reading had been about being kind. Chris wasn't sure he understood everything about kindness
but Mother's last words to him as he rushed through the door were, "Be kind."

Christopher Jacobs had always tried to be kind. He didn't like rude or mean people. He had a hard time
with bullies, who are definitely not kind and he didn't care for mean-spirited children.

It was only for a moment that the kindness thoughts clung because Chris was so excited about being able
to go to Tim's house to play after school. He had never gone to Tim's house and so this would be a new
adventure.

It seemed school would never end but soon the closing bell rang and Chris and Tim again climbed onto
the yellow school bus. The children were extra noisy today so it was hard for Chris to hear Tim as he
tried to yell above them.

"We're going to have so much fun, Chris," Tim screamed. "My mother says we can ride bikes to the park
and play video games. We'll have a blast!"

Chris just couldn't wait. Soon the bus turned the corner onto Tim's street. The bus driver hit the brakes
and turned on the blinking red lights. Soon they were parked outside of Tim's house.

As the boys exited the bus, Chris was a little shocked to see Tim pull on one of the littlest girls' pigtails.
She screamed and began to cry, rushing to get off the bus and to her mother waiting down the street.

"You shouldn't have done that, Tim," Chris whispered. "Aw, she's okay," Tim chuckled. "l do it all the
time."

Mother's last words that morning rang through Chris' mind again. "Be kind," she had said.

As Tim led the way up the sidewalk to his front door, he began stepping forcefully upon several little
pansies that were barely sticking their heads above the walk. "This always makes my mom mad," he said
as he totally stomped one little plant into the ground.

Chris could not believe what he had seen. His friend Tim had not been very kind this afternoon. Maybe
that's where it would end. Maybe Tim would be kind from now on.

But as the two boys reached the porch, a small, white puppy peeked at them from behind a large, potted
plant. As the little fellow raced to get past Tim and Chris, Tim reached out with his left foot and kicked the
poor puppy out of the way.

The little dog squealed as he darted from the porch and onto the grass. He was running so fast that his
little legs seemed to be off the ground all at once.

Now, Chris was getting angry. This certainly was not kind behavior. The things that he had seen Tim do
were not what Chris' mother would want nor were they what the Savior would do. Chris felt very uneasy.

DO NOT COPY



Things just kept getting worse. When the boys entered the house, Tim's mother was talking on the tele-
phone. Tim began yelling at his mother, asking where a snack could be found and if they could go ride
bikes right now! Tim's mother became quite agitated when she couldn't get Tim to quiet down until she
got off the phone.

This just made Tim angry and he darted through the back door, slamming it in Chris' face as he followed.
Chris just wanted to go home!

As Chris opened the back door again and followed behind Tim, he could hear him swearing, loudly. Now
Chris knew that he shouldn't swear but he knew many kids at school who did. It always made him feel
uneasy and this was no exception. It was as if no one else was around as Tim kept up his tirade.

Chris hated swearing. It was as if Tim were smoking and blowing the smoke in his face. It was just as
annoying and unkind to swear in front of someone that it offends. Chris hoped that his two hours at Tim's
house were about over.

Just then, Tim's grandmother came through the back door with a large plate of cookies. She was having
a hard time coming down the steps. She was a little shaky and she was old. "Tim, you need to help your
grandmother," Chris whispered.

"Aw, she'll make it," Tim laughed as he answered. "She's just old."

Chris raced to the porch and took the cookies and put out his arm for Grandmother to hold onto. A big
smile spread across Grandmother's face. "You're very kind," she said.

Chris decided that it was time for him to go home right now. He had had enough of Tim's thoughtless-
ness and unkindness. He would walk the two blocks home and on the way, he would think of ways that
he could be more kind to everyone.

Kindness is an act of Godliness. It begins in our hearts and spreads to our minds. It is thinking of others
first before we think of ourselves. It is being loving. It is trying to understand the feelings of others. It is
what the Savior was.

DISCUSSION

*Can you name a list of things that people do that are unkind?
«Can you name a list of things that people do that are kind?
*How can we learn to be kind?
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