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=& The Miracles of Jesus ==

Many, many years ago, the greatest of all men lived on the earth. His name was Jesus. Just who was Jesus?
We know that he was the Son of God and that his mother's name was Mary. We also know that Jesus went
about the world performing great miracles.

* Who can tell me what a miracle is?

Elder Bruce R. McConkie tells us that a miracle is something that happens which is caused by the power of God
and which is something that men cannot perform on their own. In other words, in the gospel sense, it is from
God.

While Jesus lived here, he performed many miracles but we want to specifically talk about four of them now.
Luke 9:12-17 tells us about Jesus feeding 5000 people at one time. These people had followed the Savior
throughout the day and he taught them about the Kingdom of God. He also healed many of them. It would soon
be evening and Jesus' apostles were very concerned that the people should be sent somewhere to eat and rest
because they had gathered in a desert area. Jesus told the apostles to feed everyone but they complained that
they would have only five loaves of bread and two fishes unless they bought more food. Jesus asked his dis-
ciples to separate all of the people into groups of fifty and ask them all to sit down. It was then that the miracle
occurred: Christ took the five loaves and two fishes, looked up into heaven and blessed them. He then broke
the bread and gave the bread and fishes to the disciples to set before the 5000. Everyone ate until they were full.
When all of the left-over food was collected there were twelve baskets brimming with food that had not been
eaten. It's amazing to think that so many people could be fed with so little food!

Jesus healed many people during his life. In those days, there were many people who had a terrible disease
called leprosy. It was very contagious and caused many to die. As if the illness itself wasn't bad enough, people
with leprosy were treated as outcasts and made to live outside of the villages in large, dark caves so that they
couldn't give the disease to anyone else. People were very afraid of those who had leprosy. Luke chapter 5:12-
13 tells us of one of the lepers that was healed.

A man full of leprosy approached the Savior and fell down before him. This poor man pleaded with Jesus say-
ing, “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” The Lord then reached out his hand and touched the man.
This was unheard of: no one wanted to ever touch a leper! Jesus said to him, “l will: be thou clean.” Immedi-
ately the leprosy was gone.

Miracles can happen in any situation. Once, Christ was in a ship with his disciples, traveling to the other side of a
lake. While they were on the water, Jesus fell asleep. Suddenly, there was a great wind that came up, tossing
the little ship up and down on the waves. The disciples became very frightened as the wind caused the ship to fill
with water. They woke the Savior up saying, “Master, master, we perish.” When Jesus stood up and spoke to
the wind and the raging water there was then calm and peace. Then Jesus said something very important to his
disciples: “Where is your faith?" The disciples had been afraid, not remembering who was aboard with them.
Faith is a very important part of any miracle.



One day as Jesus was teaching the people, he was followed by a woman who had been very sick for twelve
years. She had suffered many things and had seen many doctors through the years, but no one had been able
to help her. She had spent all of her money trying to get well and she had only grown much worse. When she
heard of Jesus, she searched for him and even with a large crowd of people around him, she worked her way
through until she reached him. She believed that if she could just touch his robe, she would be healed. Do we
have that kind of faith? She gently reached her hand forward and touched his clothing as she said, “If | may
touch but his clothes, | shall be whole.” Immediately, the disease was taken from her and she felt in her body that
she was healed of a terrible plague.

Jesus immediately knew that power had gone from him even though his disciples didn't think it was possible for
him to feel someone touch him when there were hundreds of people around him. But the Savior looked around
to see who it was.

The woman became frightened and began to tremble because she knew what had happened inside her. She
spoke to him, telling him of the miracle to her body. Then Jesus said to her, “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace, and whole of thy plague.”

Even though Jesus is not physically upon the earth now, miracles are. Through the ages, miracles have been
performed through God's prophets, through the Holy Priesthood, and through the prayers and faith of people like
you and |. Miracles happen every day, every hour, every minute. Through the great power of the Holy Priest-
hood, we can receive miracles throughout our lives if we will only have faith in the Savior.

In the Doctrine and Covenants, 35:8-9 we can read more about miracles. “For | am God, and mine arm is not
shortened; and | will show miracles, signs, and wonders, unto all those who believe on my name. And whoso
shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall cast out devils; they shall heal the sick; they shall cause the blind to
receive their sight, and the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk.”

Miracles are one of the greatest evidences of the divinity of the gospel. We can know that we are following the
right path if there are miracles happening around us and to us.

We at Hatch Patch Creations want to bear our testimonies to you that we know that miracles are real, for we have
experienced many in our own lives and the lives of those around us. We know that these miracles have come
from God and that as long as we believe in Christ and exercise that faith, they will continue to happen. The Lord
is s0 good, so willing to help us if we will just believe. Remember, He is close to us always, closer than we can
even imagine.

DISCUSSION

*What is a miracle?
*Have you witnessed miracles in your life or the lives of others?
*What is “Priesthood Power?" (The power to act in God's name.)
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Scripture Chase Answer Sheet

Note: Some cards have clues written on them. Decide before the game if you are going to allow the clues to be
used. The ages of your children will help you to determine whether they can be used or not. Also, remember that
each of the scripture references can be found in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, who, in some instances each
describe the same miracle in their own words. You may find that, during the course of the game, a different
reference can be found contrary to what is on the answer sheet.

Card #1: Matthew 8:1-3

Card #2: John 2:1-11

Card #3: Matthew 14:15-21

Card #4: Luke 17:12-19

Card #5: A woman is healed by her faith

Card #6: Jesus casts out a devil and cures the dumb
Card #7: Jesus feeds the four thousand

Card #8: Jesus heals a nobleman’s son

Card #9: John 11:1-45

Card #10:  Mark 10:46-52

Card #11:  Mark 3:1-5

Card #12:  Matthew 9:27-31

Card #13:  Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter from the dead
Card #14:  Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law

Card #15:  Jesus heals a blind man

Card #16:  Jesus heals all manner of sickness

Card #17:  Matthew 9:2-8

Card #18:  Mark 7:32-36

Card #19:  Matthew 14:25-33

Card #20: Jesus calms the water
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