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Peter Walks Oh Water

When Jesus was upon the earth, He had twelve disciples, also called apostles, who
helped Him to teach the gospel. One of these was Simon Peter.

Peter loved the Savior very much. Peter was a great man, full of faith and courage.

The Savior performed many miracles while He was upon the earth. One of these
was feeding over five thousand people with just five loaves of bread and two fishes.

When all of the people had eaten, Jesus instructed His disciples to cross the Sea of
Galilee. He told them that He would follow them later. Then the Savior went up into
the mountain to pray.

It was during the fourth watch of the night that Jesus went to His disciples. The
fourth watch would have been some time between three and six o'clock in the morn-
ing. By this time, the ship carrying the men was in the midst of the sea, and was
being tossed on the waves because there was a bad wind.

When the disciples saw Jesus, He was walking out upon the water. They were very
afraid when they saw Him, thinking that it was a spirit. Have you ever seen anyone
walk on water? This was an amazing thing that the Savior could do.

Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of good cheer; it is I: be not afraid." (Matthew
14:27) These were such beautiful, comforting words for the disciples to hear.

Peter answered Him in a way that showed his great faith in the Savior. He said,
"Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water." (Matthew 14:28)

DISCUSSION
Do you think that you would have had the same kind of faith as Peter?
*Would you have asked Jesus to let you walk on water too?

This took great faith and courage.

Jesus called to Peter, telling him to come. Peter climbed out of the ship and put his
feet upon the water. Soon, he was walking upon the water, toward the Savior.

Then something happened that made Peter afraid. The wind was very boisterous
(wild, noisy, stormy, loud), and Peter was scared. At that moment, Peter began to
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Fear is an awful thing. President Gordon B. Hinckley has told us that "fear is not of
God." In 2 Timothy 1:7 it tells us: "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."

One of Satan's greatest weapons against us is his use of fear. When we are afraid,
we cannot use our faith.

In some of our greatest moments, Satan may try to frighten us. That is when we
need to remember Peter and then hold onto our faith to stay strong.

Peter called to the Lord to "save him." (Matthew 14:30)

"And immediately, Jesus stretched forth his hand and caught him, and said unto
him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" (Matthew 14:31)

Do you see how dangerous one little doubt can be, whether it is caused by fear or
by a lack of faith? We need to remember, however, even though Peter doubted,
Jesus saved him, immediately. How wonderful the Savior is. How kind He is. How
loving He is, even in our weak moments.

As soon as Jesus and Peter were in the ship and safe, the winds quit.

When we have faith in Jesus Christ, we can do those things that He would have us
do for He will prepare a way so that we can do itt Remember how much He loves
you and that He will be there to guide and direct your paths.

Try to have faith and courage. Be brave and not let fear dictate what you will do or
not do. Remember, with God all things are possible!

DISCUSSION

*What is faith? (Ether 12:6)

*What is courage? ("Courage is acting in spite of fear." Howard W. Hunter)
*What caused Peter's faith to weaken?

*How can we not be afraid?
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