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Patrick and the Plah of Salvation

Patrick’s pet goldfish, Alex, was his pride and joy. He loved his litile fish and took good care of him, but one day,
Alex died.

Patrick felt as if his liftle seven-year-old heart would break in two. How he loved Alex! Every day he looked for-
ward to coming home from school and playing with Alex. Now he was gone. The sadness Patrick felt was over-
whelming at times, and he would search out Dad when those moments came. This was one of those times.

Father would take Patrick in his arms and lift him onto his strong knees and hold him close. “Being in Daddy’s
arms is such a wonderful thing,” Patrick thought.

Then father began, “Our Heavenly Father loves all living things with all of His heart. They are His and He is deeply
attached to us all. He loves Alex too, and has sent Alex to a wonderful place where he is very happy. God has a
plan for all of us and the purpose of this wonderful plan is HAPPINESS! He wants us to be happy.”

Father’s words made Patrick want to know more. “Tell me more, Daddy, about this wonderful place and the plan,”
Patrick said.

Father continued, “Long before you were born, we all lived in Heaven with Heavenly Father and Jesus and every-
one that we know here on earth. We were spirit children of our Father. The spirit world was a beautiful place and
it was called the Pre-existence. We were taught many things there and were free to make our own choices and
decisions. One of the things Heavenly Father taught us was the Plan of Salvation. It is His way of having us live
with Him forever. He wants us with Him because He loves us so much.”

“Did | get to see God there?” Patrick asked.
“Yes, you did, son. He knew you and me very well.”

Daddy went on, “We were told that if we accepted this great plan, we could come to earth and receive a body to
clothe our spirits. We would be tested to see if we would do everything that our Heavenly Father asked of us. Let
me see if | can show you what | mean by this.”

OBJECT LESSON: Take the glove from the packet. Explain that your hand represents your spirit body, the
spirit that lived with Heavenly Father before we were sent here to earth. It is the same shape as the glove
but the glove is limp and not movable like your hand. When you came to earth you received a body. Place
the glove on your hand and explain that your body is a covering for your spirit and that your spirit makes
your body move and function.

Father went on, “Our Heavenly Father explained to us that we would be given a great gift. The gift of free agency
so that we could decide for ourselves if we wanted to obey Him or not. Then something terrible happened in
Heaven.

There was a great war among all of the spirits that lived there. One spirit didn't like the plan and he proposed his
own way of doing things. We would not have a choice any more. This spirit’s name was Lucifer and when he
rebelled against God, he was given a new name, which is Satan.

Satan began preaching to all of us there and convinced one third of the spirits to follow him, but a great and
mighty spirit called Jehovah, rose up against him. He told our Father that he would follow the plan. This man,
whose name is also Jesus, volunteered to do something very noble and unselfish. He said he would be our Savior,
that he would suffer for the sins we would commit on earth so that we could all have a chance to return to God.
Even if we couldn’t keep all of his commandments all of the time, all we would have to do is repent and never do
that thing again.



Heavenly Father told all of the spirits who had chosen to go with Satan that they must leave Heaven and never
come back again. | think we must have felt very bad to see them all go but we were very valiant there and we
chose to come to earth and follow God's plan.”

Patrick’s eyes opened wide. “You mean, | did the right thing there?”
“Yes, son,” Father answered, “you followed the Savior.” Patrick’s little face was beaming.
“Let me tell you of the rest of the plan,” Father continued.

“We would all be allowed to come to earth to be tested and tempted by Satan. If we live good lives here, then
there will be great rewards in Heaven. Heavenly Father has prepared many kingdoms in Heaven for His children.
Which kingdom we wiill live in depends on how obedient we are here on earth.

OBJECT LESSON: Display the six spheres on your flannel board, magnet board, etc. in this manner.

Celestial
Kingdom

57
!

Telestial
Kingdom

Explain that we lived with our Heavenly Father in the Pre-existence. We were then sent to earth to gain our
bodies and live with our families. What we do in this earth life will determine which kingdom we wiill live in.
When we die, our spirit bodies temporarily go to the spirit world. Discuss with the children what types of
people will go to each kingdom.

The first and lowest kingdom is called the Telestial Kingdom. It has great glory and is like the light that comes from
the stars in the Heavens. The second is called the Terrestrial Kingdom and its light is like the moon. The third and

highest kingdom, or degree of glory is called the Celestial Kingdom. lts light is as the sun and it is in that kihgdom
that we can all live together for all eternity.

When Jesus was crucified, he gave up his life for us so that we could repent of our sins and live with him and God
again. Itis the single, most precious gift we will ever be given by anyone. Because of him, we will all live again.
Because he died and was then resurrected, only that body, that covering, dies and our spirits will live forever.
When the time is right, we will again be given a new and glorious body. Death is only a step in God’s great plan,
and you, Alex and | are all part of that plan.”

DISCUSSION

*How does it make you feel to know that you are a child of God?

Do you feel proud of yourself to know that you had the courage to accept God’s plan in the Pre-existence?
eDoes this fact give you more courage to do the right things here on earth?

*How can we show our appreciation to the Savior for his great gift to us?



Telestial
Kingdom

Who obtains the
Telestial Kingdom?

Those who:
* Would not receive the gospel
or the testimony of Jesus on

earth or in the spirit world.
* Are liars, sorcerers, adulterers
and whoremongers.

Those who inherit the Telestial Kingdom will be
visited by the Holy Ghost, but not by the Father
or the Son. These people will be as
numerous as the stars in the heaven
and the sand
on the seashore.

Who obtains the
Terrestrial Kingdom?
Those who inherit the Terrestrial Kingdom

will be visited by Jesus Christ
but not by our Heavenly Father.

Those who:

* Rejected the gospel on earth but
afterward received it in the spirit
world.

* Are honorable but have been
blinded by the craftiness of men.

* Received a testimony of Jesus,

but were not valiant.

Terrestrial
Kingdom




Celestial
Kingdom

Who gets to obtain the

Celestial Kingdom?

; Those who:

* Receive a festimony of Jesus.

* Have been baptized.

. » Keep the commandments.

* Have overcome the world by

- their faith.

* Are the just and true.

e Are to be exalted - have
been married for eternity
in the temple.

Those who inherit the Celestial Kingdom

will live with Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ forever.

PARENT NOTE: The Celestial Kingdom consists of three degrees.
Exaltation is the confinuation of the family for eternity. Marriage in the

temple for time and all eternity is the gate to the highest degree of the
Celestial Kingdom.

Pre-existence
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