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I'm Proud To Be A "Mormon*

In His sermon on the mount, Jesus told His disciples and the people gathered there that they were the light of the world. Did
you know that just by belonging to "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" that you are the light of the world?

Jonathan, Caleb and Porter went to school at Rocky Mountain Elementary. They were best friends. They were all in the
same first grade class and their birthdays were all within a two-week period. There was something else that they all had in
common: they were all "Mormons."

In the little town of Moneker Falls, there were not many "Mormons." In fact, "Mormons" were scarce.

Now, when something is scarce or new or different, people have a tendency to make fun of it or be afraid of it. That's just
what happened in Moneker Falls to Jonathan, Caleb and Porter.

The first day of school is always scary, fun and exciting and the three little boys were off to a good start. They found their
classroom, met their teacher and said good-bye to their Moms and Dads.

Once the children were all sitting at the correct desk and Miss Clements had scooted that last parent from the classroom, she
began to call the roll. "Robert Allen, Casey Allred, Samantha Argyle . . . . .. " Everyone answered "Here" when Miss Clements
called their name.

Finally, she called Jonathan's name. "Here" Jonathan answered proudly as a big smile spread across his little face.
Suddenly, a big kid at the back of the room shouted, "He's a Mormon!"

Well, sure he was a Mormon. Jonathan already knew he was a Mormon. What was the big deal?

Immediately, there was a loud buzz of voices, talking and shouting and pointing fingers, not only at Jonathan, but at Caleb
and Porter too!

"Children, children," Miss Clements called, raising and lowering her arms to quiet the class.

This was a first for the three little boys. All of them had attended nursery and primary in their ward which was several miles
outside the town of Moneker Falls. No one had ever made fun of them before. What were they to do?

As the children of Miss Clements's class finally settled down, the teacher gave everyone a lecture on being respectful of
others beliefs. This just made things worse for Jonathan, Caleb and Porter, though.

Recess was scary. The boys didn't know what would happen next and they were a little frightened.

When the three boys passed April she was coming down the slide. She suddenly began to tease them and called them
names. Jonathan, Caleb and Porter just wanted to go home.

Finally, the closing bell of school rang and the boys raced to get the back seats on the large, yellow school bus.

The big kid from Miss Clements's class came strutting down the aisle and plopped down right in the seat in front of Jonathan,
Caleb and Porter.

"Uh, oh," the boys thought, "we're in trouble now."
"Well, if it isn't the little Mormon boys," he said. "Why don't you go back to Utah with all those other Mormons?"

"Utah," Porter said. "What does Utah have to do with this," he quizzed Jonathan and Caleb. "We were born right here in
Moneker Falls."

"Well, we don't want ya! Go back to Utah 'cause we don't want ya!"

DISCUSSION
*Now imagine if you were Jonathan, Caleb and Porter. How would you feel?

*What would you do? DO NOT COPY Hatch Patch Creations, Inc. (C) 2006 Al Rights Reserved



It didn't take long after the boys got to their individual homes for all of the mothers to be on the phone with each other. They
were irate! They were angry! They were MAD!!!!

Jonathan's mother wanted to hit the big kid from Miss Clements's class. Caleb's mother wanted to punch the mother of the
big kid right in the nose. Porter's mother was just worried about the horrible situation that the boys had been through that day.
She felt so sorry for the boys.

The fathers were a different story. They decided to get the three boys' families together that night and see what they could do
to remedy the situation. It's a good thing that fathers have such cool heads and that they keep control, isn't it?

Jonathan, Caleb and Porter were sent outside to play while the parents discussed the problem. It wasn't long and the boys
were summoned to return inside to listen to their moms and dads.

"Boys," Caleb's dad began, "being a Mormon is a wonderful thing. It is the best thing! Never forget that." All the dads and
moms were bobbing their heads up and down in agreement.

“In this world, there are always going to be people who don't like other people, their religions, their race or their way of life.
Unfortunately, it's just part of living. But, you don't have to just sit by and let people be mean or cruel."

"But, Dad,” Caleb chimed in, "this kid is three times as big as all of us put together. He could eat us for dinner."
Everyone laughed, except Jonathan, Caleb and Porter.

Caleb's father went on. "First of all," he said, "you must not be afraid. Bullies thrive on making you afraid. They love it. Don't
let them know that you are afraid."

"Second: Whenever someone makes a teasing or off-color remark about being Mormon, just stand up and say, 'yes, we're
Mormon's. Would you like us to tell you a little about our church? We could use you as a member." "

This will usually make someone who is being mean just to be 'mean’ back off. Be proud of who you are, boys. Be a light to
the world."

"Hmmmmmmmm," thought Porter. "l like that," he said right out loud.

"You see," Caleb's dad continued, "we need to set an example of how things are supposed to be done. Think of a lighthouse,
out on the ocean's edge and how it lights up the sky so that wayward ships can come into the shore. That is what you are.
You are little Mormon lighthouses."

Jonathan's father was speaking now. "Boys, you are to set the example. You be the first ones to be honest and not cheat.
You be the first ones to be kind to all of the other children, no matter what their religion is or what color their skin is. You be
the first to be able to be teased and show a sense of humor. You be the first to not swear or speak with crude language. Not
only will you be the example, but you may help others to be examples too."

When all three boys were tucked in to bed that night, they had smiles on their little faces. They knew that together, they could
be that lighthouse on the ocean's edge. They could be proud of themselves and they could show the world that they were
proud.

If someone is teasing you about who you are, remember this little poem:
I'm a little Mormon lighthouse,
I'll send my shining ray.
I'll be a signal in the dark,
So others may find their way.

I'll be a lighthouse on a hill,
Strong and mighty will | be.
I'll let my beacon shine
for all the world to see.

Heavenly Father knows how hard it is when you are being teased. Pray to Him and He will be there to help you. Be strong,
have courage and be proud of who you are. Isn't it great to be a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?

DISCUSSION
*Have you ever been teased about being a Mormon?
*How did it feel?

*What did you do and what should you do? DO NOT COPY
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I'm a little Mormon lighthouse,
T'll send my shinhing ray.
I'll be a sighal in the dark,
SO others may find their way.

T'll be a lighthouse on a hill,
Gtrong anhd mighty will I be.
T'll let my beacon shine
for all the worl|d to see.
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