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Reverence Begins With Me

Nathan was finally three years old and was going to Primary for the very first ime. How excited
he was! His nursery leaders had taught him all of the songs and he was ready to join the older
children on Sunday morning.

Mother called Nathan to her for a little chat before the family headed out the door for the
church. “Now, Nathan,” she cautioned, “remember to sit quietly with your arms folded and
mind what your Primary teacher tells you.”

“Okay,” he calmly replied. Mother straightened his little tie and brushed the hair from his eyes
as she guided him through the door.

Now, Nathan knew all the things that he should do when he entered the church. He knew that
he should be reverent and quiet but as he entered the Primary room, it wasn’t at all what he
had expected.

Children were jumping from their seats and pulling little girls’ hair. Some of the children were
yelling at one another and some were running around the room. Most of the teachers hadn't
arrived yet and the room was very noisy. Mother motioned for Nathan to come and sit down by
her until his teacher arrived. Both of them gazed around the room in amazement. Where was
the reverence that Mother had taught Nathan?

Mother got a big lump in her throat as she reminded Nathan to sit with his arms folded. She
reminded him about Jesus and told him that the church house is a sacred place. She said that
Jesus wanted him to be reverent and think of reverent things when they were in his house.
Nathan sat still, watching the other boisterous children and wondered why they didn‘t seem to
care that they were in a special place.

Then the Primary president entered the room and she began holding her finger to her mouth
and saying, “Shhhhh.” Some of the children in the room quieted and sat in their seats. Some
even folded their arms, but some of the boys seemed spurred on by the President's pleas to be
quiet. They became even more irreverent.

Mother was very hesitant to leave Nathan in Primary. She worried that everything she had been
trying to teach him was in vain. How could Nathan be reverent when so many of the other
children didn’t seem to have a clue how fo behave? Mother leaned over and gently kissed
Nathan on his little cheek. “Nathy,” she said, “remember that reverence begins with you.
Maybe if you do what you know is right, the other children will follow your example.”

As Mother left the room, she looked back at her son. There he sat, arms folded and being very
quiet. Mother was very proud of Nathan.



When the two hours of Primary were finished, Mother met Nathan at the door of the Primary
room. She was concerned about his first Sunday with the older children. As she walked with
him into the chapel for Sacrament Meeting, she realized something for the very first time. It
wasn't just Primary that had a problem with reverence. The same thing was happening with
the adults and teenagers!

People were talking loudly, even yelling across the room. The priests who were preparing the
sacrament were laughing and felling jokes. Babies were crying and mothers were scolding
their children. Some of the teenagers were arguing loudly with their parents about where they
could sit and no one could even hear the beautiful music coming from the church organ.
Mother had really never noticed how bad the irreverence was in Sacrament meeting. She was
beginning to think it was a lost cause. How could a child be expected to be reverent when the
older children and adults wouldn‘t do it?

Then Mother remembered the advice she had given Nathan when she left him in Primary that
day. “Reverence begins with you,” she had said. “Hmmm.” Mother thought. “Then reverence
begins with me, t0o.”

Mother met Father inside the chapel and together they guided their son to a bench on the side.
Mother folded her arms and tried to think of the Savior. She strained to listen to the prelude that
the organist was playing and Nathan folded his little arms too. Soon, Father put his arms to-
gether and winked at Nathan. All three of them smiled.

They could make a difference. They would make a difference. They would act in church as
Jesus would have them act.

The general authorities of the Church are trying very hard to improve the irreverent behavior in
our churches. They have asked us to hold our chapels sacred so that they will be an appropri-
ate place for the Savior to come. They have asked us to speak quietly while in our meetings and
in the chapel. They want us to respect our meeting houses and treat the furniture and musical
instruments with care. We should wear appropriate clothing in the chapel. We can all make a
difference. Imagine what would happen if all of us behaved in a reverent way in our churches!

Learning to be reverent in church can help us to be more attentive in our school work, in our
jobs and in our everyday lives. It will help us to learn to listen more and talk less. It will help us
to be more Christ-like. Remember . . . . reverence begins with me!

DISCUSSION:

*How should we dress appropriately when we are going to church?

*How are we to talk when we are in the church?

*Who should we be thinking of when partaking of the Sacrament?

*How should we sit when in Primary, Sunday School, Sacrament meeting, etc.?



Nathan

.........

Primary President

Mom, Nathah & Dad in
GacCrament Meeting
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TReverence Begins With Me!

Jill Hatch Revelli

1 like to ruh and jump and play
On SiX days Of the week.
1 have fun with all my toys
And )oin in hide-and-seek.

But there’s ohe day that's different
From morhing unti| eve. %E’_x

It's when we put on our best clothes ]
And OfF for church we leave. ‘

We walk through the chapel doors.
1 know that quiet T must be.
1 keep my arts folded tightly
S0 that reverence begins with me.

1 Start tO tease my sister
But remember that is wrong.
Go, I get out my hymn book
And sing the opening song.

1 try to think of Jesus
And sit there quietly.
Tll try to do my best for him
FOr reverence begins with me.
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Putting On The Whole Armor Of God Game Instructions

Preparation: A girl gameboard and a boy gameboard are provided in this packet. The armor fits either
figure. Color gameboard as desired and laminate. Color armor and laminate. Cut out armor. Laminate
and cut out spinner. Push a brass fastener through the center hole of the spinner into the center of the
spinning wheel on the game board and through the paper. Bend metal tabs to secure.

Object: To be the first player to collect, in this order, all six pieces of armor: legs, loins, upper body, helmet,
sword and shield. Can be played with one or multiple players.

Play: A player spins the spinner. A player must spin a #1 (legs) in order to place a piece of armor on his
boy or girl figure. If a #1is spun, he places the leg piece of armor on his figure and spins again. He then
must spin a #2 (loins), #3, #4 and so on. If the player does not spin the number desired, play rotates to
another player unless the player is playing alone.
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Where’s My Home? Game Instructions

Preparation: Color and laminate game board as desired. Color, laminate and cut out the six animal cards
below. Adhere self-adhesive Velcro to the game board squares and game cards.

Object: To match each animal with its home.

Play: Turn the cards face-down. The player draws a card and matches the animal card with the animal’s
home on the game board.

Jouuds

Lacing Activity Instructions
Preparation: Color and laminate the lacing board as desired. Using a standard single-hole punch, punch
out the holes as indicated on the lacing board. Cut a piece of yarn that is long enough to be laced through
all the holes in the lacing card. Tie a large knot in one end so that it cannot be pulled through the hole.
Wrap masking tape tightly around the other end.
Play: The child can lace the yarn in and out of the holes on the lacing board.

Cover Instructions

Make a photocopy of the “Quiet Book” cover for each book being made. Color as desired and laminate.
Use a plain sheet of laminated card stock for the back cover.










Photo-copy one complete set of armor for each quiet book

being made.
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Lehi’s “Link Four” Game Instructions

Preparation: Color Lehi’s “Link Four” gameboard as desired and laminate. Adhere self-adhesive
Velcro to the center of each of the forty-nine squares on the game board. (Be sure to use all male
pieces on the gameboard, and all female pieces on the game tokens.) Color and laminate the
game fokens. Cut out each token. Adhere self-adhesive Velcro to the back of each of the tokens.
Obiject: To be the first player to get four of his tokens in a row (horizontal, diagonal or vertical).
Play: (Two players) Each player chooses a set of either Lehi tokens or Nephi tokens. Player #1
begins by placing one of his tokens in a square that is on the bottom row. Player #2 then has an
option to place one of his tokens either in the square above that of his opponents, or to place one
of his tokens in an available square on the bottom row. Tokens can be placed only in an available
square above that of an occupied square, or in an available bottom row square. The first player fo
get four tokens in a row wins.



.= Lehi’s “Link Four” 3

Game
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Commandments ‘ Plates
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Memory Game Instructions

Preparation: Color gameboard as desired and laminate. Color memory game cards, laminate and cut out.
Place cards face-down in each of the twelve squares on the game board.

Obiject: To be the player with the most matches.

Play: Determine which player will go first. The player begins by turning over two cards, trying to find a match. If
the player finds a match, he keeps the two cards, and flips over two more cards. If a match is not found, play
rotates to the next player. The game ends when all matches have been found,



Memory Game




