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Camantha’s
Day In The Suh ==

Samantha had always wanted fo ride on a boat. She had dreamed of gliding over the waves of Bear Lake, with the wind blowing her
hair and the sun shining on her nose. “Some day,” she thought, “I'll get my chance.”
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Cassie lived just three houses down the street from Samantha, and every weekend, Samantha would watch as Cassie’s family loaded
their life jackets and balls and food into their car and pull out of their driveway with their sleek, blue boat riding behind. “Oh, if they would
just ask me to go with them,” Samantha wished. And then it happened.

“Mom, Mom,” Samantha shouted. “You'll never guess what happened today,” Samantha blurted out the news that the Wilson’s had
finally asked her to go on their boat. She was so excited that her mother could barely understand what she was saying. “That's just
wonderful, Sammy.” (Samantha’s mother always called her Sammy) “"And when is this marvelous day going to be?” “Sunday,”
Samantha replied.

A cold chill went through the room. Samantha had been expecting it. She knew how her mother felt about keeping the Sabbath day holy
and boating was not one of the acceptable things on her mother’s list.

“Please, Mom, | know it's on a Sunday, but please, oh, please let me go just this once.” Samantha’s mom got a strange look on her face.
Samantha wasn't sure about this look. It was different than the looks she had seen on her mother's face before. “Sammy,” her mother
said, “You are eight years old and have been baptized. You are old enough to make your own decision regarding this day at the lake.
You may decide for yourself. Just be sure fo think it over very carefully and make sure that this is a proper way to worship the Savior.”

“Yippee,” Samantha shouted, flinging her arms up into the air and running up the stairs to her room. “Wow!" she thought. “It's great to be
old enough to do what | want, when | want.” She began to scour the room for the things she would take on her trip to the lake. She
packed a small bag carefully, zipped it shut and set it up on her dresser where she could look at it and dream about riding on Cassie’s
boat in just three short days.

The time dragged unfil Sunday finally came. Samantha’s mother had not said much about the trip except to make sure that the little bag
contained all the important items for a day at the lake.

Samantha kissed her mom and dad and waved to her brothers and sisters as she headed out the front door and down the sidewalk to
Cassie’s. What a beautiful day it was. The sun was so warm and a light breeze was blowing as she turned into the Wilson's driveway.

There it was, the boat!! She stood for @ moment, admiring its shiny, smooth surface. She could almost feel the waves crashing on its
sides. But then, something strange happened.

She thought of her family, all sitting at the breakfast table, discussing their different activities for today. They would soon be gefting ready
for church. She could see them all in their Sunday clothes, carrying their scriptures and heading for the meeting house.

Suddenly, she didn't feel as happy about the trip fo the lake as she had the last three days. “What is wrong with me?” she wondered.
She tried to shrug it off, but the bad feeling came back again and again. “Come on, Samantha,” Cassie called. “Isn’t this going to be
fun?”

Samantha began remembering all the things she had been taught by her Sunday school and primary teachers and her mother and
father. She realized how disappointed her mother must be in her decision to ride on the boat. This wasn't a very good way of worship-
ping the Savior. “But it can't hurt just this once,” she thought and she rushed toward Cassie, who was holding the car door open for her.

Then another strange thing happened. Samantha heard herself say to Cassie, “l can't go. I'm sorry, but | really need to stay home today.
Thank you for asking me. I'll never forget it, but | want to go to church with my family.”

Samantha didn’t stay around long enough to see the expressions on the faces of the Wilson family. She skipped and ran down the block
to her own house. The sun was still shining and a soft breeze blowing, and there was a warm, fuzzy feeling in her heart. “What a
beautiful day it is,” she thought as she flung open the front door of her house. “Mom, wait for me,” she shouted as she ran up the stairs
to put on her best Sunday dress.

DISCUSSION
*Do you think you could make the right decision like Samantha did?
*What kinds of things have you been asked to do on Sunday that weren't a proper way of worshipping the Savior?
*How do you feel when you know you have made a wrong choice?
*How do you feel when you know you have made a right choice?
*What are some proper activities for the Sabbath day?



Sammy’s Mother
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"Remember the

sabbath day,
to keep it hely.”
Fxedus 20:8
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