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1Am Thankful For My Daddy

Daddies come in all different sizes and shapes. Daniel's daddy was very tall. He had
brown hair and brown eyes. He was fun to play with and loved sports. Daniel loved his
daddy very much.

Early in the morning, before school started, Daniel would hear his father call to him from
downstairs. "Daniel, get up! It is time for school." Even on those mornings when Daniel
just couldn't quite make himself get out of bed, Father understood and would try to gently
coax Daniel to get up. Mornings are sometimes hard for a kindergartner.

Daniel's daddy would let Daniel help him mow the lawn. This was always a fun time. Fa-
ther would walk in front with his power mower and Daniel would walk a few steps behind
with his "play” mower. Daniel felt very important as he walked in Father's foot steps all
around the yard.

Fathers do many different things to earn a living so that their families can have the things
that they need. Some fathers work in big offices while others build roads and giant build-
ings. Some fathers care for animals and give us the meat we need to eat while some
drive a taxi.

Fathers can be doctors, or lawyers or consultants. They can play sports for a living or
drive a big truck that delivers food to other cities. Daniel's father delivered the mail. He
was a mail man.

Daddies spend most of their time working. It is a big responsibility to take care of a family
and sometimes they worry a lot! They want us to be happy and have all of the things that
we need.

In the evenings, even if Daddy was a little tired, Daniel and Daddy would play ball in the
back yard. Sometimes they played basketball and other times they played football.
Daniel rarely caught the balls that Daddy would throw his way but Daddy would just laugh
and tell him to try again.

There were some evenings when Daniel and Daddy couldn't play because there were
other things to do. Daddy was a member of the bishopric and he had to go to meetings.
Sometimes, Daniel was not happy when Daddy had to leave. He didn't understand that
fathers have responsibilities that take them away from home. Little boys think that all of
Daddy's time should be spent with them.

On those occasions when Daniel did something wrong, Daddy would have to scold Daniel.
Those times were not fun times with Daddy.
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One time, Daniel had taken some of his friends into the garage and mixed up all of
Daddy's tools. Daddy was not happy! Daddy yelled at Daniel and Daddy made Daniel
clean up the garage and the yard! Daniel didn't like it when daddy was unhappy with him
so he tried hard to be a good boy.

Father's don't like to be angry with their children. They love their children very much, but it
is a father's duty to correct their children when they do bad things. Fathers want their

children to grow up to be good people. It is a huge responsibility and fathers feel it all of
their lives.

Sometimes it is hard for little children to understand that fathers and mothers only want
what is best for their children. Because of that, parents can sometimes seem like the bad
guys. Daniel would feel very sad when Father was angry with him but Daniel also knew
that Daddy loved him more than anything. This helped when Daniel was being given a
time out or being restricted from his games as a punishment for doing something wrong.

There were also the times when Daniel's father was very proud of him. Daniel's daddy
would come to all of Daniel's school programs and church programs. Daddy would sit in
the audience with a big smile on his face as Daniel would perform his part. Daddy's chest
would stick out with pride as he watched his little boy. Father's love to feel proud of their
children. It makes all the hard work of taking care of a family worthwhile.

Father's even like to brag about their families sometimes. Aren't fathers funny?

As daddies come in all different sizes and shapes, they also come in many different per-
sonalities. Some daddies are quiet and shy while others are loud and outspoken. Some
are well educated and some haven't graduated from High School. Many daddies are
funny while some are very serious, but they all have one thing in common. They love their
children!

Daniel's daddy would tell Daniel every single day that he loved him. Daniel would tell his
Dad every day that he loved him! That "love" word is so important. All daddies need to
know that we love and appreciate them just as we need to know that our daddies love and
appreciate us. Remember to tell your daddy that you love him. It will make his day.

Daddies have the huge job of caring for, loving and raising good families. We can help
them by being obedient and respectful to them. Daddies were once little children too.
They have lots of experiences to lean on as they raise their children and they know what is
best for them. Just as we love and honor our Father in Heaven, we should love and honor
our earthly fathers too. That will make Heavenly Father very happy.

DISCUSSION

*Why are you thankful for your father?

*What can you do to show your appreciation for your father?

*How can you show that you love your father? DO NOT COPY
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[ ;i Dad & Daniel
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Car GGame Pieces

CoOlor each Car a different color.
LLaminate and cut out.
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