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Up A Tree With Family History

It had been a whole week since David had seen his grandfather Lewis. A whole week! David loved going to
Grandpa's house. It always smelled the same. It smelled of peppermint candies and homemade bread. Grandpa
didn't make the bread, of course, Grandma made the bread and David loved seeing both of them.

Grandpa had asked David to come today and David was very excited. He could hardly wait until Mother pulled the
car to a stop in front of Grandpa's house. "What could Grandpa want today," David wondered, his eight year old
mind whirling. "He must have a surprise for me."

David flung the big front door open and called out, "I'm here." Grandma came running with her arms outstretched,
waiting for a big hug. Then in came Grandpa. He picked David up and gave him a big squeeze. "How's my boy?"
Grandpa asked.

This was how each visit began, but today was different. Grandpa probably had a surprise for David. "Where is it?"
David yelled. "Where is my surprise?"

Grandpa's face looked puzzled. "How do you know | have a surprise for you, son?" He quizzed.

Now David's face looked puzzled. "Because you told me to come over today." David now looked a little sad. He
had so hoped that Grandpa had a great surprise for him.

"Come with me," Grandpa coaxed, pointing the way to the den. The den was a large room that little kids couldn't
go into very often and David felt special. Grandpa opened the dark, wooden door and walked into a beautiful room,
full of books and papers and big leather chairs. David loved the den.

Grandpa told David to sit in one of the chairs. It almost swallowed him up, it was so big. Then, Grandpa walked
around the big desk in the middle of the room and sat down. He opened a drawer and pulled something out. "This
was the surprise," David thought.

There was a rather stern look on Grandpa's face as he looked David straight in the eye. "David," he began, " |
have something for you. It is something very special.”

The surprise was wrapped neatly in white tissue paper and it made a crunching sound as Grandpa carefully re-
moved the paper. Inside was a beautiful pocket watch. It had a big, round face and was made of silver.

"This was your great, great, great Grandfather's watch, David," Grandpa said. "l want you to have it."

It was beautiful! The watch was a neat surprise but who was this great, great, great grandfather? David didn't
know of any grandfathers except for Grandpa Lewis. "Who is this grandfather," David asked.

"Well, it's quite a story," Grandfather continued. "I have wanted to tell you about this for a long, long time. Let's
see, where shall | begin?"

"Your great, great, great Grandfather's name was William Harrison Lewis. He was born in London, England in
1885 but we don't know who his parents were. All we know is that when he was nineteen years old, the missionar-
ies from our Church found him and taught him all about the gospel. He joined the Church and because of that, his
parents and family wouldn't have anything to do with him ever again.

It was a great sacrifice for young William but he believed that the Church was true and he loved it with all of his
heart. He decided to leave England and come to America so he could be close to the Church headquarters. He
worked hard and saved his money. Soon, he was able to buy a ticket on a big ship that was leaving for the United
States.

He packed all of his belongings and sailed across the Atlantic Ocean to New York City. When the ship docked and
he was able to get on dry ground, he was very frightened. He was all alone in a strange city, with no family and no
friends. It took such great courage for him to come to America but he never felt sorry for himself. He knew he had
made the right decision so he immediately went looking for a job.

Soon he was working for a bakery in downtown New York. Mr. Revelli was very good to him and paid him well.
William saved all his money for many years and finally had enough to make the trip to Utah. He was twenty-four

years old when he arrived in Salt Lake City. DO NOT COPY



William was so excited to be where the Prophet was. He loved being in Utah with the Saints and he soon found a
good job as a farm hand. He fell in love with the farmer's youngest daughter whose name was Elizabeth Maughan
and they were married. Elizabeth's father gave them some land to farm and they settled down in the Salt Lake
Valley.

Elizabeth and William were very happy and soon twin boys were born to them on their little farm. Their names
were Harry and John.

After the babies were born, Elizabeth became very sick and she died, leaving William to raise his sons alone. And
that's just what he did. He never married again but was a good father to the boys. One of those boys was your
great, great Grandfather, Harry Lewis.

Harry grew up to be a patriarch in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He was a very good man and
everyone loved him. He had three sons and two daughters. One of his sons was your great grandfather, David
Lewis.

When David was very young, he went to fight in World War Il. He was sent to Japan. He had to leave his wife,
Katherine and his small son back in the United States. David was killed in the war when he tried to save another
soldier. Katherine went on to raise her son whose name was Jackson Lewis."

Now David heard a name he recognized. It was Grandpa's name! "Oh, Grandpa, David screamed, "that's you!"
"Yes, son," Grandpa replied. "That's me."
It was quiet in the room for a minute. Then David looked up at Grandpa. "Tell it to me again, Grandpa."

Grandpa began at the beginning again. David listened even more intently this time, taking in every word. He
wanted to know all about his grandfathers. He loved them already.

We can know all about our ancestors too, by studying our own family history. There are many ways to learn about
our forefathers. We can read their histories, journals, and letters that they wrote. We can do our family group
sheets to know when they were born and where they lived. We can ask others to tell us about them. We can learn
all about them so that we can love them.

Also, we can write in our own journals about our own lives. Then our great, great, great grandsons and grand-
daughters will know us and love us too.

Family history is so very important. By learning about our ancestors, we learn more about ourselves and we come
to know all of the sacrifices and trials that they had. We can also make sure that all of their temple work is done.
This is very important. We want to be eternal families so we must be sealed together as a family in the Lord's
temple.

DISCUSSION
*How can we find out more about our ancestors?
*Why is it important for us to find out about our ancestors?

The following suggestions are things that will help you to know what you can do.
*Keep a daily journal of your life. ‘Work on family history lines by filling out family history sheets or by
working online on your computer with the Family History Library in

*Interview your grandparents and record it for posterity. Salt Lake City. The web address is: Familysearch.org or you can

+Ask your grandparents and parents questions about your great go to Ids.org and click on family history and find it.

grandparents. +Sort through pictures, letters and information about your ancestors,

“Read your ancestors journals and diaries. writing down what you find to share with others.

«Keep scrapbooks of your life or make scrapbooks for other +For Family Home Evening, research some of your ancestors and

members of your family. have family members dress as those ancestors and then relate
their personal stories to the rest of the family as if they were that

*Make a family tree with your whole family on it. ancestor.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has the largest family history library in the world.
The address is: LDS Family History Library
35 N. West Temple Street
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150
Phone: 1-800-346-6044

FAX: 1-801-240-3718 DO NOT COPY
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