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Alma The Younger

A Story Oof Faith, Repentance and Testimony

Between the years of 100 and 120 B.C. there lived a mighty King named Mosiah. King Mosiah ruled in the land
of Zarahemla and was loved by his people. He was a righteous king and he was true to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. There was peace in all of the land and King Mosiah sent out a proclamation that it would be against the
law for any unbeliever to persecute those people who belonged to the church of God.

King Mosiah commanded his people that there should be equality among them and that there should be no
haughtiness or pride. He told them that they should respect their neighbors and use their hands to work hard
to support their families. The people of the land obeyed King Mosiah and Heavenly Father gave them riches
and they became a “large and wealthy people.”

One of the great men of the Church at that time was Alma. His job was to regulate all of the affairs of the
Church. He too was a very righteous man and had taught his children to love the Lord. However, even though
both King Mosiah and Alma were strong in the gospel and had been good fathers, they had sons who chose
not to obey.

Four of King Mosiah's sons - Ammon, Aaron, Omner and Himni and Alma's son, Alma the younger rebelled and
became unbelievers. This was very sad for King Mosiah and for Alma. To see your children use their agency to
do wicked things to the Church of God is a very hard thing.

Alma the younger became a very wicked and idolatrous (the worship of idols; excessive admiration or devotion)
man. He would flatter the people and lead them away. He became a great enemy of the Church. He caused
people to fight and hate each other, but his father Aima, had great faith in God.

Alma, the father, prayed constantly that Heavenly Father would change the heart of his son Alma. He loved
God and had great faith that his prayers would be answered.

One day while Alma the younger and the sons of Mosiah were trying to destroy the Church of God, an angel of
the Lord descended in the middle of a cloud. He appeared to Alma the younger and the sons of Mosiah. He
spoke loudly and his voice was like thunder. His speaking caused the earth to shake.

Alma and the sons of Mosiah were so surprised that they fell to the earth. They couldn’t understand what the
angel said but the angel kept on speaking to them saying: “Behold, the Lord hath heard the prayers of his
people, and also the prayers of his servant, Alma; who is thy father; for he has prayed with much faith concern-
ing thee that thou mightest be brought to the knowledge of the truth; therefore, for this purpose have | come to
convince thee of the power and authority of God, that the prayers of his servants might be answered according
to their faith.”

The angel was mighty and told the men that he had been sent from God. He reminded them that they should
not be seeking to destroy the Church and that the prayers of the Church on their behalf had been answered.
He warned them that if they didn‘t begin standing up for the Church, they would be cast off. Then he was gone.

The power and majesty of the angel caused the sons of Mosiah and Alma the younger to fall to the earth. The
men knew that there was no one, except God, who could cause the earth to shake so badly.

The experience was so shocking to Alma the younger that he couldn’t open his mouth or speak. He became
very weak and couldn’t even move his hands. The sons of Mosiah carried Alma to his father.



The sons of Mosiah told Alma, the father, what had happened to them and Alma became very excited for he
knew that the power of God had struck his son. In fact, he was so happy that he called for all the people to
gather together so they could see what the Lord had done to his son and the sons of Mosiah.

Alma also called all of the priests together and they began to fast and pray. They pleaded with the Lord to open
the mouth of Alma the younger and make his arms strong again.

After fasting for two days and two nights, Alma the younger’s arms began to grow stronger and he could speak
again. Alma the younger began telling everyone about his experience and how he had repented of his sins.
He praised the goodness of the God. He spoke of how the Lord talked with him and told him how important it
is to receive a witness of the truth. This is something that we all must receive and it is given to us by the Holy
Ghost.

Alma the younger had rejected the Savior and denied what he had been taught but now he was bearing his
testimony of the Lord.

Soon, Alma the younger and the sons of Mosiah became missionaries, preaching the gospel through out the
land. They told everyone they could about their experience with the angel. They worked hard to repair all of the
damage they had done to the Church and they converted many people to the gospel. This caused the unbe-
lievers in the land to persecute Alma the younger and the sons of Mosiah and to hit them. Despite the persecu-
tion, they never lost their testimonies again. They went about doing much good for the Church and for our
Heavenly Father.

We can learn so much from this story of Alma the younger. First, we need to have the faith of Alma the father. It
was his prayers to Heavenly Father that saved his son. Second, we need to make sure that when we have
done something wrong, we repent. Third, we need to build strong testimonies of the gospel and of our Father
in Heaven. If we can do these three things, we will be strong, courageous members of the Church.

We also need to remember that Heavenly Father doesn't always step in and save someone from being bad as
he did Alma the younger. When we lose our testimonies and begin doing wrong things, we are often left alone
to find our own way back. This can be very hard and some people never make it back. Wouldn't it be better
and easier to stay on the right path?

DISCUSSION:

*What did Alma the younger lack that caused him and the sons of Mosiah to rebel against the church?
*Have you ever prayed hard for someone who was doing bad things?

*Do you think you have prayed as hard as Aima the father?

*Do you have the faith that Alma did in knowing that the Lord would answer his prayers?

*What do we need to do to repent of something we have done wrong?
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