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ArtiCle Oof Faith #13

The Thirteenth Article of Faith of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints states:
"We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good
to all men; indeed, we may say that we follow the admonition of Paul - We believe

all things, we hope all things, we have endured many things, and hope to be able to

endure all things. If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report
or praiseworthy, we seek after these things."

The prophet, Joseph Smith, based the thirteenth article of faith on the writings of Paul.
Paul wrote beautiful epistles in the New Testament. Paul wrote in Philippians 4:8: "Fi-
nally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these
things."

This article of faith is the longest and has many interesting words. The thirteenth article
of faith sums up who we are or who we should be.

First of all, we should be honest. That means that we don't tell lies or get away from tell-
ing the truth by only telling part of the truth. There are many ways to be dishonest.

Some people are dishonest in their business dealings. They cheat people or charge
more money than is reasonable. When we say that we believe in being honest, it means
being honest in everything we do.

The word "true" means that we are steadfast in our beliefs and loyal to the gospel at all
times and in all places. It means we consistently support our prophet and our Church in
all we do.

To be chaste means to be morally clean. This means that we hold our bodies to be sa-
cred gifts from God. We don't let them be abused or used immorally. We don't let any-
one touch them who shouldn't touch them. We keep our bodies chaste and safe.

Benevolent is a long word. Webster's Dictionary defines benevolent as "doing good."
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could do good always? If we could be kind to our friends
and associates, love people more, perform good deeds for those in need, etc., then we
would be doing good continually. To be benevolent is a very nice thing.

Virtuous is a word used more than once in this article of faith. If you are virtuous, you are
righteous and chaste. There is that word again. This must be very important to our Heav-
enly Father. To be righteous is to listen to and follow the Holy Ghost and His promptings.
It is to do the right thing always. DO NOT COPY



In doing good to all men, it repeats the meaning of the word benevolent only it includes all
men. If we are good to all men, we have no prejudices. We are equally kind and loving
to everyone, no matter who they are or where they live. Sometimes it is hard to be kind
and loving to people who don't like us or treat us badly but when we can accomplish that,
we are nearing perfection.

By following the admonition of Paul, we believe all things, hope all things, endure many
things and hope to be able to endure all things. Paul said in Acts 24:14: " . . . believing
all things which are written in the law and in the prophets:"

We believe all things that are written in the law of the gospel and by the prophets. That is
very important. In other words, we believe all truth. And how can we know if something is
true? We can pray to our Heavenly Father and He will tell us the truth by the power of the
Holy Ghost.

Along with believing the truth of the gospel and the teachings of the prophets, we know
that the Saints of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have endured much
since the organization of the Church by Joseph Smith. We hope that all of us may en-
dure anything that we are called upon to endure by our loving Heavenly Father. Enduring
is a hard thing but we can all do it with the help of the Lord and our Father in Heaven.

To seek after things that are virtuous, lovely or of good report or praiseworthy is a high
goal indeed. As Latter-day Saints, it is our responsibility to always look for things and
situations that raise us up, not tear us down. Only righteous things can bring us up. Any-
thing that is virtuous, lovely or that has a reputation of being good or praised by good
people, is what we are striving to find. It is what makes us who we are. We want to get to
a position in life where we are constantly searching for the good things. Then it becomes
a habit to "be" good. And when we are good, we live close to the spirit of our Heavenly
Father.

Article thirteen truly defines who we should be and what we are striving to become and
that is to become like our Father in Heaven. Remember, look for the good things of life,
the true things of life, the Godly things of life.

DISCUSSION

*How can following the counsel given in the thirteenth article of faith help us to become a
better person?

*How can the counsel given apply to us in our daily lives?
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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Ohe Adicles of Faith

God the Father
the Holy Ghost,
and the Son;
all belong to Article one.

Men will be punished
for wrongs that they do
Not for Adam's transgression
Says Article number two.

The Atonement of Christ
is in Article three.
A way to be saved
for you and for me.

The firse principles and ordinances
are in number four
Faith, Repentance,
Baptism & More

In Article five
God will call the man
By prophecy, revelation
and by the laying on of hands.

If you read Article six
Surely it will show
The Church is organized
As it was long ago.

/Number seven [ists things
we believe through and through,
Like prophecy and revelation
that we know to be true.

The Book of Mormon is the word of God
We learn in Article eight
If trans/ated correctly
The Bible becomes the perfect mate.

In Article nine
God will show;
He'll reveal the things
we need to know.

There are many points
That Article ten describes
One being the gathering
of the ten tribes.

Zion will be built
We know this is true
Christ will reign
And the earch will renew.

We claim the privilege
In Article eleven
According to our conscience
1o worship Father in Heaven.

In Article twelve
You'll hear us say
We're subject to leaders
And [aws we obey.

Doing good to all men
And seeking after these things
Are the words that we learn
In Article thirceen.
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