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ArtiCle of Faith #5

Children's Version
The fifth article of faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints says: "We be-
lieve that a man must be called of God, by prophecy and by the laying on of hands

by those who are in authority to preach the Gospel and administer in the ordi-
nances thereof."

Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ always organize everything in an orderly way.
Our Church is Their Church. Because of that, everything needs to be done in Heavenly
Father's way.

Jesus gave His apostles the authority to act in His name by the laying on of hands. That
authority was passed to the Prophet Joseph Smith when Peter, James and John came
from Heaven to lay their hands upon his head and give him that authority. That authority
has been passed on to thousands and thousands of Priesthood holders Church wide.

When someone is given a Church calling or is ordained to the Priesthood, men who have
been given Jesus' authority lay their hands upon that person's head and "set them apart"

or "ordain" them to that calling. This is very important for it is how the Lord wants us to do
it.

We believe that when we are given a calling in the Church, it comes directly from God
through revelation to those people who are in leadership positions. After they are told
who to call to a position, that person is called in and asked if he will accept it. When they
say yes, their name is presented to the ward so that everyone may vote by raising their
hands. When we raise our hands, we are saying that we will support that person in their
new calling. This is also very important because we are making a covenant with God that
we will not say bad things about this person or be critical of the job they are doing.

Once a person has been "sustained" then he is called to the Bishop's office where mem-
bers of the bishopric lay their hands upon his head and set him apart in his new calling.
The same thing happens when a young man is advanced in the Priesthood. Priesthood
holders then lay their hands upon his head and he is "ordained" to his new calling in the
Priesthood.

The true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints must be directed personally by
Christ. Callings must come from Him through revelation to members of the Church who
hold leadership positions or the Priesthood. After being sustained, those people must be
"set apart" or "ordained" by worthy Priesthood holders. This is one of the most important
ways that we can know that we belong to the true Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.
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ArtiCle of Faith #5

The fifth Article of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints states:
"We believe that a man must be called of God, by prophecy and by the laying on of hands
by those who are in authority to preach the Gospel and administer in the ordinances thereof."

Our Heavenly Father has told us that His "house" is a house of order and has been since the beginning of time. This "Order" is because
God is at the helm of His Church and the world. All authority comes from Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Doctrine and Covenants, section 42, verse 11 tells us: "Again | say unto you, that it shall not be given to any one to go forth to
preach my gospel, or to build up my church, except he be ordained by some one who has authority, and it is known to the Church that he
has authority and has been regularly ordained by the heads of the Church."

DISCUSSION - What is this authority?

Itis the power to act in the Lord's name. It is the Priesthood of God which has been passed down through the centuries from Priesthood
holder to Priesthood holder. It must be the Melchizedek Priesthood of God. It must be the Priesthood which was given to the Prophet
Joseph Smith by Peter, James and John.

To be called of God means that He has made His will known to those members in leadership positions who have made the calling known
to you. It has been revealed by inspiration that you are the one whom God wants in that position. The calling has come by prophecy and
revelation.

No other church on the earth has this authority or Priesthood of God. Isn't that exciting to know that we have it? When we say "l know
that his Church is true," we are saying that we know that we have authority directly from God.

Once we are called to a position, we must first be sustained by members of the Church before we can be "set apart" or "ordained to that
position." To be sustained means that our name must be presented to our local body of Church members or to the general membership
of the Church such as in general conference. Our name is read and the position we are called to and then the members are asked to
raise their hands if they will support that person in his or her new calling.

The dictionary describes the word "sustain" as the following: "to bear up, to support, to furnish sustenance for, to aid effectually, to hold
valid, to confirm or corroborate."

This is very important. Many Church members take this too lightly and don't understand the significance of it. President John Taylor
said, "We hold up our right hand when voting in token before God that we will sustain those for whom we vote; and if we cannot feel to
sustain them we ought not to hold up our hands, because to do this, would be to act the part of hypocrites . . . For when we lift up our
hands in this way, it is in token to God that we are sincere in what we do, and that we will sustain the parties we vote for . . . If we agree
to do a thing and do not do it, we become covenant breakers and violators of our obligations, which are, perhaps, as solemn and binding
as anything we can enter into." (Journal of Discourses, 21:207)

Once a person has been sustained, then they are "set apart" to that position. Priesthood holders are "ordained" as they advance in the
priesthood. All Church members are "set apart" or "ordained" by someone who holds the proper priesthood authority.

Hands are laid upon our heads and we are officially given our new calling. We may also be given extra blessings at this time. Men who
have the authority of God, who have been called to administer the ordinances in the Church and who hold the Holy Priesthood of God
administer in the ordinances.

When speaking of the fifth article of faith, President Gordon B. Hinckley said: "Here again is set forth a significant and unique feature
established by the Lord in the governance of His Church. The right to nominate rests with the superior officer or officers at whatever the
level. But that nomination must be sustained - that is, accepted and confirmed - by the membership of the Church. The procedure is
peculiar to the Lord's church. There is no seeking for office, no jockeying for position, no campaigning to promote one's virtues. Con-
trast the Lord's way with the way of the world. The Lord's way is quiet, it is a way of peace. It is without fanfare or monetary costs. It is
without egotism or vanity or ambition. Under the Lord's plan, those who have responsibility to select officers are governed by one
overriding question: 'Whom would the Lord have?' There is quiet and thoughtful deliberation. And there is much of prayer to receive the
confirmation of the Holy Spirit that the choice is correct." (Ensign, May 1994, "God is at the Helm" p. 53)

The fifth article of faith telis us of sure ways to know that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is really Jesus' Church. It can
only be the true Church if it is directed by God and His Son, Jesus Christ. Then that direction must be carried out by worthy leaders and
Priesthood holders. Finally, that person is sustained in his calling or ordination and hands are laid upon his head to complete it.

Brigham Young said: "Who called Joseph Smith to be a prophet? Did the people or God? God, and not the people called him. Had the
people gathered together and appointed one of their number to be a prophet, he would have been accountable to the people, but inas-
much as he was called by God, and not the people, he is accountable to God only and the angel who committed the gospel to him, and
not to any man on earth." (Documentary History of the Church, vol. 5, p. 521)

We can all know of the truthfulness of these teachings by praying for a confirmation by the Holy Ghost. What a wonderful thing itis to
know that we CAN know the truth. We can know that our prophet is called of God and that he leads us as God would if He were person-
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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