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ArtiCle Of Faith #7

Children's Version

The seventh article of faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints says: "We believe in the gift of
tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of tongues and so forth."

There are certain ways that we can know that we belong to the true Church of Jesus Christ. Some of those ways are
mentioned in this article of faith.

All of these gifts are called "gifts of the spirit." That means that they are given to us by God through the Holy Ghost.

The first is the gift of tongues. Missionaries sometimes learn to speak a different language. They can learn it very
fast because the Spirit helps them. Some people have been able to talk to others who speak a different language
without learning the language first. These people have been blessed with the gift of tongues.

Second is the gift of prophecy. We have a wonderful man who leads our Church. He is called the prophet. That is
because he is blessed with the gift of prophecy. This means that he can teach us exactly what Jesus wants us to do
because he is given those teachings right from the Savior. He receives council for the whole Church. We will always
do right if we do what he says.

Also, all members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who are called to a position in the Church are to
be called of God by prophecy.

Third is the gift of revelation. When you pray for an answer from Heavenly Father, He will reveal that answer to you.
Revelation is very important because it is how God and Jesus communicate with all of us on the earth. Sometimes
God speaks directly to His children and sometimes He uses the Holy Ghost to speak to us. Revelation is a very
special gift.

The fourth gift is the gift of visions. The prophet Joseph Smith received many visions. Young Joseph was blessed to
be able to see Heavenly Father and Jesus in a vision. Visions are a way of seeing things that happened a long time
ago or things that may happen in the future. Many great prophets have had visions, such as Moses, Lehi and Nephi.

The gift of healing is the next spiritual gift. Maybe you have seen your father give a blessing to one of the members of
your family when they have been sick. This is a wonderful thing that a priesthood holder can do for his family or
others.

Two priesthood holders will place a drop of consecrated oil upon your head and ask Heavenly Father to help it to heal
you. Then one of them gives a blessing to ask Heavenly Father to heal you. It is a very special gift to have such
power given to the priesthood. Many miracles have happened because of the gift of healing. Remember to have faith
too!

The last gift mentioned is the gift of interpretation of tongues. It is like the gift of tongues, only just opposite. With this
gift you can understand someone who is speaking in a different language than your own.

Even if you have never heard that language, Heavenly Father sometimes blesses a person to be able to understand
what they are saying. This is a gift that helps us spread the gospel and help others to feel the spirit. Missionaries are
especially blessed with this gift.

As members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we are very blessed to have these wonderful gifts.

They not only help us in our daily lives, but they are also signs that we belong to the only true church upon the earth.
These gifts can help us be good and they will help us teach the gospel to others. They are gifts directly to us from our .
loving Heavenly Father.

DISCUSSION
*How can the gift of prophecy help us in our daily lives?
*Can you think of an experience where you have seen the gift of healing help another person? DO NOT COPY



ArtiCle Of Faith #7

"We believe in the gift of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, interpretation of tongues,
and so forth.”

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the same church that existed when Jesus Christ was
upon the earth. We believe in the same things that the ancient church believed in and among them are the
beliefs mentioned in article seven.

All of these beliefs are gifts - gifts of the spirit. They are powerful gifts and can bless everyone's life. Let's
examine them one at a time.

#1 The Gift of Tongues

When a person can speak a language that he is not familiar with he is said to have the gift of tongues.
Missionaries who learn to speak a foreign language fluently in a matter of weeks, have been given the gift of
tongues. Throughout scriptural history, men have been given this gift to help them preach and teach the
Gospel of Christ on the earth. They are able to speak in the language of the people they are teaching. This
is a gift that shall never be taken from the earth as it is in its present state.

#2 The Gift of Prophecy

Our prophet gives us counsel and advice that is given to him from the Savior. That is called prophecy. He is
entitled to receive council for the entire Church. We will always be led in the direction that the Savior wants
us to go if we listen to our prophet.

We also know that all persons who are given a calling in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are
to be called by prophecy and the spirit of revelation.

Every member of the Church who is living the gospel has the right to personal prophecy and guidance from
the Lord. This gift is what gives us our testimonies. The Holy Ghost whispers the truth to us so that we can
therefore "prophesy" of that truth.

#3 The Gift of Revelation

"Revelation signifies the making known of divine truth by communication from the heavens." (Articles of
Faith pp. 296-313) Our Heavenly Father speaks to His children in many different ways. When Lehi and
Nephi were in the wilderness, they needed to know which direction to go and so Heavenly Father gave them
the Liahona to show the way. This was a form of revelation. Sometimes Heavenly Father speaks to us
directly or sometimes through the Holy Ghost by a still, small voice. Other times He has appeared person-
ally to individuals who have been very spiritually receptive. God has sent His angels to earth to reveal truths
to some people. Dreams can be a way of receiving revelation also. The Lord and Heavenly Father give us
all revelation according to which way is the most appropriate for us.

Everyone who has received the Gift of the Holy Ghost has a right to personal revelation. We can obtain
revelations for ourselves, our families and for our Church callings. Revelation is one of the most important
gifts we have for it will lead us to all truth.

#4 The Gift of Visions \
"Through supernatural means, by the power of the Holy Ghost, devout persons are permitted to have visions
and to see within the veil. They are enabled to see spiritual personages and to view scenes hidden from
ordinary sight. These visions are gifts of the Spirit." (Bruce R. McConkie, "Mormon Doctrine" p. 823)
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Many people from the beginning of time have been righteous enough to have the privilege of seeing a vi-
sion. Some of these are Joseph Smith Jr., Lehi, Nephi, Abraham, Moses, Adam, Oliver Cowdrey, W.W.
Phelps, Amulek and many others. Visions have shown these people the past, present and future.

The Lord has promised that visions will increase, not decrease in the last days. (Joel 2:28-32) Visions have
helped all of us to gain a more firm testimony of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Those
visions that the people of the Church have seen and been taught from have given us great insight into the
workings of the Lord. Visions are a tremendous gift of the Spirit.

#5 The Gift of Healing

Miracles are everywhere around us, happening every minute of every day both in our lives and the lives of
others. All we have to do is look around us. When two priesthood holders anoint our head with oil and lay
their hands upon our heads, they give us a blessing that comes directly from our Father in Heaven. There is
great power in priesthood and the faith that accompanies those blessings. Many a person has been healed
of terrible afflictions because of a priesthood blessing.

We can be healed of sickness, emotional stress, worry, anxiety and many other human ailments. We must
have faith that we can be healed and then ask for a priesthood blessing. We must always remember, how-
ever, to leave the outcome in the hands of our Heavenly Father, who always knows best.

When Christ was upon the earth, He performed many, many miracles and healings. Priesthood members of
his true Church are also able to perform those healings and miracles. It is a sign of the true Church of
Jesus Christ. We are so fortunate to be able to receive this great gift whenever we need it.

#6 The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues
This goes along with the first gift listed in the seventh article of faith. Individuals can also be blessed to be
able to understand someone who is speaking a different language than their own.

Even though that person has had no prior knowledge of another language, he can be blessed to understand
it. The blessing comes through the Holy Ghost, as do all of the other gifts. This gift is not as common as
the gift of healing, for example, but is still a sign of the true Church.

Here again, this can be most evident in the life of a missionary who has been called on to speak another
language. Many a missionary can tell of experiences they have had with understanding another person
speaking a foreign language even though their knowledge of that language is very little.

God blesses our lives every day with the six gifts mentioned in this article of faith. They are not only signs of
Jesus' Church but they are wonderful blessings given to us by a loving Heavenly Father. We need these
gifts to further the work of the Church and to bless our own individual lives. They are a testimony of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and a testimony of God's love for us.

DISCUSSION
*How do each of these gifts bless us in our own daily lives?
*How can | strengthen my testimony through these gifts?

SOURCES
Mormon Doctrine, Bruce R. McConkie
Doctrine and Covenants
Bible
Articles of Faith, Joseph Smith Jr.
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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