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ArtiCles Of Faith #8 & #9

The eighth and ninth articles of faith are simple, plain truths and are easy to understand. For this reason,
we have combined them both into one lesson.

The eighth article of faith reads:
"We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly;
we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God."

The Holy Bible is a compilation of many books from various authors since the beginning of the world. For
instance, in Genesis, the first book of the Bible, we read about the creation and about our Father, Adam.

Many great and important prophets and record keepers wrote and compiled the chapters of the Bible.
Their writings are of great importance to all of us. However, throughout the years since Adam was upon
the earth, the books of the Bible have been re-translated or reworded many, many times.

Each person or group, who chose to change the writings of the ancient prophets, eliminated or changed
hundreds of words and phrases, causing the book to lose some of its precious meaning. Therefore, it
had not been translated correctly until the prophet Joseph Smith re-translated parts of it again, putting
back the words and phrases which had been deleted or changed. We are encouraged as a Church to
use the "King James" version of the Bible.

To be translated correctly means that the book would be entirely correct throughout. It would be in the
actual, original words of those who wrote each chapter but just translated into another language.

Knowing that the chapters of the Bible have been re-translated many, many times over the centuries lets
us know immediately that there are many errors now. It would be like sending a whispered secret down a
line of people, with each person whispering the secret in the next person's ear. By the time the secret
reaches the last person, it is totally different. The prophet, Joseph Smith, helped us all so much with the
correct translation of the Bible. Thus, we believe the Bible as far as it is translated correctly.

As faithful members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we know the history of the Book
of Mormon. We know that Joseph Smith translated it directly from plates handed down from the great
prophets of old. We can be confident that it has not been changed or altered. It is as it would be if those
prophets could speak to us directly. What a tremendous blessing this is. The Book of Mormon is the
most correct book of history on the face of the earth.

The ninth article of faith reads:
"We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe that
He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the kingdom of God."

Revelations come in many forms. The "First Vision" is a great example of a revelation. We can be given
revelation for ourselves and our families. We can receive answers to prayers and be given answers to
the questions we ask God about. Revelation is a wonderful thing. So, how do we know which revelations
come from God and which do not?

We have the wonderful gift of the Holy Ghost to guide us and to assure us of what is truth and what is
not. This is the way we can know what is of God and what is not. We have a great responsibility to find

out the truth.
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The prophet Joseph Smith has made it very easy for us. He was given hundreds of revelations regarding
God's words to us. If we have a testimony of the prophet Joseph Smith, then we must believe what he
has told us. Through him, we know the truth. We can verify that truth by listening to the Holy Ghost.

Throughout the centuries of time, God has told His prophets many things regarding the people of this
earth. He has done it since the beginning of time. He is still doing it today through our dear prophet and
He will continue to do so until the Savior comes again. Great revelations are still to be given.

God has not, nor will He leave us alone. He will always guide us through His prophet. This knowledge
can be a great source of comfort to us. If we always listen to the prophet of the Church, we will never be
led astray. That is God's promise to us.

Again, we can go to the Book of Mormon and the Bible to read God's ancient revelations. We can read
the Doctrine and Covenants to learn of the more modern revelations given and we can listen to our
prophet. All of these things will help us to learn God's will for us. What He said to people hundreds of
years ago applies to us as well today.

The gaining of a testimony of the prophet Joseph Smith is the answer to knowing great truths. It is so
very important and will open the door to all truth.

DISCUSSION

*Why do you think that other religions have changed some of the wording in the Bible?
*Why is it important for us to study from a Bible that has been translated correctly?
*How important is revelation in our Church in the past and also today?
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All around the world,
There's no need to search.
The truth lies before us,
As members of the Church!
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