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Brigham Young
“The Lioh of the [,ord”

Brigham was born in Whitingham, Vermont on June 1, 1801 to John Young and Abigail Howe Young. He was the
ninth of eleven children. When he was three years old, the family moved to central New York and later to Smyrna,
New York. Brigham learned to work hard on the family farm clearing land to plant seeds. He learned to fish, build
buildings and plant gardens. He helped his father harvest the crops and took excellent care of his mother, who was
very sick with Tuberculosis. She died in 1815 when Brigham was only fourteen years old. Shortly after, his father
married a woman by the name of Hannah Brown who had several children of her own. Brigham decided to leave
his home in 1817 when he was only sixteen. He then went to live with his sister in nearby Auburn.

Brigham was very industrious and learned carpentry, painting and glazing. He even took part in building Auburn’s
first marketplace and prison. He became a master carpenter, learning to design and construct furniture, mantel-
pieces and moldings.

On October 5, 1824 when Brigham was twenty-three years old, he married Miriam Angeline Works. They were
members of the Methodist Church and settled in Mendon, New York.

After the birth of their second daughter, Miriam contracted Tuberculosis. She was very sick and had to stay in bed
most of the time, so Brigham did all the cooking and caring for the children. He cleaned the house and took very
good care of Miriam as he had done for his good mother.

Brigham had moved his little family to Mendon to be close to his own father and family. One day, in April of 1830,
Joseph Smith’s brother, Samuel, passed through Mendon while serving a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. He gave a copy of the Book of Mormon to Brigham'’s brother, Phineas. After Phineas read the
book, he passed it on to his father, sister and finally, Brigham. Brigham Young was impressed with the book but
wanted fo be sure of its truthfulness, so he investigated the Church for two years before he and his family were
baptized on April 15, 1832. Not long after, in September of that year, Miriam passed away.

Brigham Young loved the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints so much that he quit being a carpenter and
went out to preach about the gospel. He asked Heber C. Kimball and his wife, Vilate to care for his little girls while
he devoted himself to the Church.

Later that fall Brigham, his brother, Joseph, and Heber C. Kimball went to Kirtland, Ohio to meet the prophet, Joseph
Smith, who was only twenty-six years old at the time. While in the Smith home, Brigham was so close to the Spirit of
the Lord that he was allowed to speak in tongues. This was the first time that the Prophet Joseph had heard some-
one do this.

DISCUSSION: What does it mean to “speak in tongues?”
Answer: To speak in tongues is fo speak under a power not of your own and to speak in a language different from
your own.

Brigham was a powerful missionary and loved the Church with all his heart. When the prophet, Joseph, asked
Brigham to move his family to Kirtland, Brigham returned to New York. Along with Heber C. Kimball they moved their
families to Kirtland.

Soon after his arrival there, he met and married Mary Ann Angell on February 18, 1834. She was a good mother to
his two daughters and later had six children of her own.



From 1834 to 1844, Brigham Young was one of the strongest leaders of the Church. He served with Zion’s Camp,
was ordained a member of the first Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, served many missions, and cared for his large
family. He was one of those who belonged to the School of the Prophets, and was called on to help build the
Kirtland Temple.

DISCUSSION: What is the “School of the Prophets?”

Answer: Through the direction of the Lord, (D&C 88:122, 127-141) the school was organized in 1832-1833 in Kirtland.
The prophet, Joseph Smith, was the presiding officer. To be a member of the school, one had to be selected. They
were admitted by the ordinance of washing of feet. While attending this school, one could receive great knowledge,
and “marvelous spiritual manifestations.” (History of the Church, vol. 1).

In 1838, Brigham took his family, along with most of the saints, and moved to Missouri. In 1840, he and several
others entered Britain as missionaries. During their first year there, they baptized between seven thousand and
eight thousand converts, printed and distributed five thousand copies of the Book of Mormon, three thousand hymn
books, and helped hundreds make their way to Nauvoo. In the spring of 1844, Brigham had left on another mission.
While he was gone, the prophet, Joseph, was arrested and later killed on June 27. When Brigham heard what had
happened to his beloved friend, he rushed back to Nauvoo. On August 8, 1844 he was sustained as the new
prophet of the Church. He led the Church as president and prophet until 1877.

Soon the saints were being persecuted beyond belief and Brigham began making plans for the Church to move to
Utah. He organized and led the migrations of about sixteen thousand members in their attempt to cross the rivers,
plains and mountains to reach a place where they could be safe and worship God as they wished. He was a
member of the advance group of 143 men, 3 women and 2 children who left for Salt Lake City on April 5, 1847.
When they were very near the Salt Lake Valley, Brigham became very sick and could not enter with the others. Once
he was able to see the Salt Lake Valley, he declared that it was the right place. He also chose the site where the Salt
Lake Temple would be built.

Brigham was a great leader and remained so until he died on August 29, 1877 of an apparent ruptured appendix.
Brigham was beloved by the people of the Church and taught them how to survive in the desert. He was given the
title “The Lion of the Lord” by the Saints when he died, because of his fearless service to the Lord. It was said of
Brigham Young: “Within his breast there was the heart of a lion, a determination to do or die.” (The Presidents of the
Church - Preston Nibley, p. 87.) Brigham Young's residence in Salt Lake City, Utah was later named the “Lion House”
after it's owner, Brigham Young and still stands today. He was an amazing organizer and city planner who had
great foresight.

Brigham was five feet, ten inches tall, had brown hair and blue-gray eyes. He didn’t have a beard until 1850 (forty-
nine years old). He was usually quiet but could be firm when he needed to be. He was a nice man and was man-
nerly and neatly dressed. As a church, we owe more than we could ever repay to this mighty and courageous
prophet, Brigham Young.

FACTOID - Brigham had twenty-seven wives and fifty-six children.

DISCUSSION:

eHow difficult must it have been for Brigham Young to serve so many different missions for the Church and leave his
family behind?

*What kind of foresight do you think Brigham might have had to design the city of Salt Lake City as he did?

Special thanks to:
Janet Rex, Information Manager, University Communications, Brigham Young University for permission to use her “Brigham Young
Biography” as our source for this story. Also, our thanks to Dr. Larry C. Porter, Department of Church History and Doctrine, BYU for his
contributions in editing.
You may read Janet Rex’s entire biography at:  www.byu.edu/about/brigham/bio7.htm

Elaine Harris - Research on “The Lion of the Lord” title given to Brigham Young.






Brigham as a young man
planting seeds
on his family’s farm.

Brigham’s
woodworking
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Game Tokens

Every few months, a new “Prophet of God" packet featuring one of the past
prophets of the Church will be released. Each packet will contain a new set
of trivia cards to add to the “Prophetic Pursuit” trivia game. Once all
prophet packets are collected, you will have an entire trivia game with
Questions about each prophet of the Church.
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eternal life
/ are doers
of the word

as well as

hearers.”
Brigham Young
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