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The Liahoha, The Broken Bow Ahd Nephi

It was approximately six-hundred years before Jesus was born that a great prophet named Lehi
was commanded to take his family and leave Jerusalem. Heavenly Father knew that Jerusalem
was going to be destroyed and He wanted Lehi's family to be safe. Because of Lehi's great faith,
he did as he was told and took his sons, Laman, Lemuel, Sam and Nephi and his wife Sariah
into the wilderness. A man named Ishmael also went with them and also his sons and daugh-
ters. Later, the sons of Lehi married the daughters of Ishmael.

Many adventures and hard times came to Lehi's family. Nephi was always obedient and had
great faith. Laman and Lemuel, however, were always complaining and would lose their faith
very easily.

Lehi's family lived in tents as they made their journey. It was a very hard thing that the Lord had
asked them to do and they were very worried about how they would know which direction to
travel.

One morning, as the family was staying in the Valley of Lemuel, the Lord commanded Lehi to get
up in the morning and to leave on his journey into the wilderness. When Lehi left his tent door
that next day, he was surprised to find a strange looking ball on the ground. It was made of fine
brass and was a "ball of curious workmanship." There were two spindles inside the ball and one
of them was pointing the way that they should go.

You see, when the Lord commands us to do something, He will also provide the way to do it. All
we need to do is have faith. Now this wonderful ball not only pointed the way for them, but many
times, the Lord would write messages for Lehi and Nephi upon the ball. There was a catch,
though. The ball only worked when everyone had faith, including Laman and Lemuel.

The family gathered all of their belongings and took some seeds for planting. They left the Valley
of Lemuel and crossed the river Laman. They walked for four days and then put their tents up
again in a place called Shazer. Here Nephi and his brothers took their bows and arrows and
hunted for food.

Soon, they began their journey again, traveling farther into the wilderness by the borders of the
Red Sea. They walked for many days, hunting food as they went with their bows and arrows and
stones and slings. The ball, or Liahona as it was called, guided them every step of the way.
After many days of walking, they stopped to pitch their tents and rest.

One day while Nephi was hunting, he broke his bow, which was made of fine steel. Immediately,
Laman and Lemuel became very angry with him. They began to complain that now they would
not be able to have food for them or their families. Laman and Lemuel's bows had lost their
spring and wouldn't shoot properly, but instead of finding other ways to hunt, the brothers just got
mad at Nephi. Laman and Lemuel and the sons of Ishmael began to murmur.

DISCUSSION
*Do you know what it means to "murmur?" (It means to "moan, and groan and complain vigor-
ously.")

*Have you ever murmured? DO NOT COPY



Even Lehi began to murmur against the Lord. Everyone began to murmur, except for Nephi.
Nephi had great faith and he spoke to his father and brothers many times about their lack of faith
and their hard hearts.

Nephi then made a bow of wood and took a straight stick to use for an arrow. He also took his
sling and stones to hunt for animals. He asked Lehi where he should go.

Lehi had humbled himself because of what Nephi had said to him and so he asked the Lord
where Nephi should hunt. It was then that the voice of the Lord came to Lehi and chastised him
for murmuring so much. This made Lehi very, very sorry.

The Lord told Lehi to look upon the ball for there were things written there for him. When Lehi
read the words on the Liahona, it made him and everyone else, tremble! Everyone except
Nephi, who knew that the Liahona worked only according to the "faith and diligence and heed"
which they gave to it.

As the families traveled in the wilderness, the writings on the ball would change, according to
their faith and diligence. Nephi said: "And thus we see that by small means the Lord can bring
about great things." (1 Nephi 16:29)

The ball had directed Nephi to the top of the mountain where he was able to hunt wild beasts for
their food. When Laman and Lemuel and their families saw the food Nephi had brought for
them, they were very happy and they humbled themselves before the Lord again and offered
thanks to Him.

There are many great lessons in this story of Lehi, Nephi, Laman and Lemuel. Isn't it wonderful
that no matter how many times Laman and Lemuel doubted, if they humbled themselves again,
the Lord always came to their aid? He must have loved them very much, even when they lacked
faith. He loves us the same.

All the Lord asks from us is to have faith in Him. By faith, Nephi and his family were able to
travel where the Lord wanted them to go. By faith, all of us can accomplish great and wonderful
things. We can do anything! The Lord will help us in all that we do if we have faith in Him. We
all have our own personal Liahona. All we have to do is pray and ask for the Lord's guidance.

Remember Laman and Lemuel and just keep trying. The Lord WILL help you!
DISCUSSION

*Why is it important that we have faith in Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ?
*How can we receive guidance in our own lives?
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