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lllinois. Members of the Church have waited a very long fime to see this wonderful event happen. Many, many years
ago, there was a beautiful temple in Nauvoo but it was burned to the ground when the Saints were forced to leave
their homes and belongings to start their long, hard journey to Utah, These people have come fo be known as the
“Pioneers.”

A pioneer is someone who “forges new tfrails.” In other words, a pioneer can be anyone who has the courage to fry
new things, to discover new ways of deing things or who finds answers to problems that will help us and others.
DISCUSSION: Can you name any pieneers? (Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, President Hinckley, etc.)

The pioneers, who came to Utah over rugged mountains and through places that had never been traveled, are our
heroes. They overcame fremendous hardships and trials to build homes in the Salt Lake Valley and establish the
Church so that we would be able to enjoy it now. We owe our picneers so much for what they did for all of us!

Don and Afton Welling of Evanston, Wyeming have raised a beautiful family of eleven children and have over fifty
grandchildren. They have many relatives who were pioneers and they have been kind enough to share some of their
special pioneer stories with us.

Jonathan H. Holmes had joined the Mormon Battalion, He had to leave his wife, Elvira Annie, with their little daughter,
Sarah, to cross the plains to the Salt Lake Valley on their own. Elvira came with the pioneers of 1847 while Jonathan
went to fight the war. Elvira had a team consisting of an ox and a cow to pull her wagon. While crossing the plains,
the cow lost one of her shoes, which made it so she could no longer pull the wagon. Elvira fold the captain of the
wagon frain and he said that they would camp by a small stream. She would have to go back the distance of a few
miles to the company behind them who had a blacksmith and get him to come and fit a new shoe on her cow. He
said they would wait for her,

Pioneers didn't have any cars to get them places quickly, so it would take Elvira a very long time to travel the distance
to the blacksmith. Sarah cried and pleaded with her mother not to make the journey. She was afraid that wild ani-
mals or Indians would attack her mother and that she would be left alone. But Elvira told Sarah, "No, don't cry. Ask
the Lord to protect us both, and I will come back to you.” Elvira headed back fo the other wagon train dnd finally
reached it. She was very tired and needed to rest for a while. The blacksmith then went with her to where her cow
was. As soon as the shoe was fitted, the cow went to her yoke-mate and put down her head to have the yoke
placed. They traveled on for a while but suddenly, the ox died, which made it impossible for them to go on. But Elvira
was a very special woman. She put the yoke on her own shoulders and pulled the wagon, walking beside the cow,
until the captain could make other arrangements for her. When Elvira and Sarah arrived in the Salf Lake Valley, they
setfled in what was called the *Old Fort.” Food was very scarce and they were alone. Elvira faught Primary school
there and was paid a little so that she could buy food. Sarah gathered sego and thistle roots to make soup and Elvira
would make bran biscuits.

When the Mormon Battalion was disbanded in July of 1847, the soldiers were allowed to go or stay as they chose.
Jonathan made arrangements so he could go to his family as soon as possible. He made the trip riding a mule and
pulling a pack animal. The men making the frip had very litfle food and they had to stop to rest for a few days. They
had nothing to eat, so they boiled pieces of rawhide from their saddles until they were soft enough to chew or make
soup to keep them alive until they could get to a place where they could find food. When Jonathan reached Salt Lake
City, Sarah could not recognize him. He looked like a framp, with a long beard and long, shaggy hair. His clothes
were worn and dirty. The little family remained in the Old Fort, which is now known as Pioneer Park in Salt Lake City,
until about 1850 when they moved to and remained in Farmington, Utah.

Another relative, Abel Garr, came to the Salt Lake Valley in 1847 and was a famous scout for the Church. He was very
athletic and strong and was a member of Utah's Salt Lake Militia of the Nauvoo Legion. After Abel reached the valley,



he lived in Millville, Utah. He made many trips with other scouts fo assist wagon trains who were coming to Salt Lake
City. In 1856, Brigham Young learned of the terrible condition of the handcart companies coming to Utah. Abel was
called to be part of a relief party. Twenty-seven young men were given blessings “that fairly made them quake”
before they set out fo help. From then on, they drove relentlessly through stormy weather and heavy snows, not even
stopping for meals. They reached Fort Bridger, Wyoming on the twelfth of October. Three days later they arrived at
the Green River, but there was no sign of the emigrant handcart companies. They were very scared for the people
who hadn't come yel. They sent scouts ahead to inform the pioneers that relief was coming and to fell them to travel
quickly toward the valley. The relief company continued to move on until @ man rode into camp and told them that his
handcart company was freezing and starving. The next day, the relief company finally reached the Willie handcart
company where they witnessed sights that hurt their hearts. The relief company fed them and helped them unfil they
were able fo confinue their journey fo the Salt Lake Valley.

Four days later, after moving as fast as they could, the relief company arrived at Devil's Gate. They had traveled three
hundred miles in ninefeen days and were terribly fired. That's almost sixteen miles a day on harseback through wind,
snow and rain. They spent that Sunday fasting and praying. Imagine the faith of these boys! Then Abel and Joseph
A. Young, Brigham Young’s son, were sent fo locate the Martin, Hodgett and Hunt handeart companies.

In an arficle for the Improvement Era on the Emigrants of 1856, Solomon F. Kimball wrote: “What a tremendous
responsibility rested upon the shoulders of these young men and what a picture of discouragement was here pre-
sented! Here they were, three hundred and thirteen miles from home, hemmed in on all sides by the drifting snows
with instructions from Brigham Young not to refurn until every emigrant on the plains was accounted for. They had
already endured hardships greater than the ordinary individual could endure, but it was a matter of small moment
compared with the work yet to be accomplished. Many trying experiences had already happened to them but their
burden, on this occasion, seemed greater o them than they could bear”

Several days later, the boys returned with an account of how terrible the conditions of the companies were. The
Martin and Hodgeft companies were located two miles from where the road leaves the North Platte for the
Sweetwater, having not moved since October tenth due to sickness, death and the deep snow. The Hunt company
was twelve miles beyond. Food was nearly gone, their clothing was worn out, and they had left bedding behind, as
they were too weak to haul it. Old men were tugging loaded handcarts, women were pulling sick husbands and
children were struggling through the deep snow. The boys urged them to move on until relief could come from Salt
Lake City. On the morning of November third, Abel Garr and Joseph A. Young rode into the Salt Lake Valley with this
message from Captain Grant, the leader of the relief party, for President Brigham Young. “There is not much use for
me to attempt to give a description of these people, for this you will learn from your son, Joseph and from Brother
Garr. You can imagine befween five and six hundred men, women and children, worn down by drawing carts
through mud and snow, fainting by the wayside, children crying with the cold, their legs stiffened, their feet bleeding
and some of them barefooted. The sight is too much for the stoutest of us, but we go on deing our duty, not doubt-
ing, not despairing. Our party is too small to be of much help. The assistance we give is only a drop in the bucket. |
believe that not more than one-third of the Martin Company will be able to walk any further. | have never felt so much
interest in any mission that | have ever before been called to perform and all of the boys who came with me feel the
same. We have prayed without ceasing and the blessing of the Lord has been with us.”

It took ten days for Abel and Joseph fo reach the Salt Lake Valley where they delivered their message to Brigham
Young. They were completely exhausted and stiff and sore from riding so fast and so long. Soon wagons were on
the way to relieve the handcart companies. These two young men were classed among seventeen other notable
scouts, as "men whose names deserve a permanent place in history for the activity and heroism then displayed in
seeking fo save from misery and death large numbers of their fellow men.”

Abel and Joseph saved many lives through that experience. Wouldn't you like to meet all these people who had such
courage and faith? So many people sacrificed so much for us. We love our “Pioneers.”

DISCUSSION:
*Do you have the kind of faith that our pioneers had?

*Could you leave your home and personal belongings to travel far and find a new home?
=What can we do to show our love of our pioneers?
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