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There is a most beautiful story in the Bible that tells of love, loyalty and obedience. It is the story of Ruth and
Naomi.

It was in the days when the judges ruled the land and there was a great famine in Bethlehem. Food was hard
to get and people were hungry. It was here that Elimelech took his wife, Naomi, and his two sons, Mahion and
Chilion, and went to live in the land of Moab. They knew that they could find food there. Soon after, however,
Elimelech died, leaving Naomi and her children alone.

Mahion and Chilion soon married women from Moab named Orpah and Ruth. Ten years later both men died,
leaving Naomi alone with her two daughters-in-law. Naomi longed to return to Bethlehem and so she told
Orpah and Ruth that they should return to their own Moabite families and she would go back home.

At first, both women argued and they told Naomi that they would go with her to Bethlehem. Soon Orpah
agreed to return fo her people. Ruth, however, pleaded with Naomi to let her stay, saying, “Intreat me not to
leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, | will go; and where thou lodgest, | will
lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God, my God: Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be
buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.” (Ruth 1: 16, 17) Rarely in the

scriptures do we read such beautiful words of loyalty, love and devotion that Ruth showed for her mother-in-law,
Naomi.

Ruth and Naomi made the trip to Bethlehem and arrived in time for the barley harvest. It was then that Naomi
instructed Ruth to go down into the corn fields of one of Elimelech’s kinsmen, Boaz, or in other words, one of her
late husband’s relatives. Boaz was very wealthy and Naomi knew that Boaz would be kind to Ruth and let her
gather food. Imagine how tired you would be picking up corn that had fallen in the fields.

Ruth would follow the reapers or pickers as they cut the corn from the stocks and she would pick up the pieces
of corn that fell to the ground. It was very hard work.

One day while Ruth was gleaning the corn, Boaz came into the field where she was working and he asked his
servant who was in charge of the reapers who this woman was. The servant told Boaz that Ruth was a
Moabite woman who had come with Naomi from the land of Moab and that she had pleaded with him to let
her “glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves.”

Boaz was a nice man and treated his servants kindly. He told her to stay in his field and gather the corn. He
also told her to drink freely from the water that his servants brought and that no one would bother her.

Ruth fell to the ground and bowed down before him, saying, “Why have | found grace in thine eyes, that thou
shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing | am a stranger?”

Boaz replied: “It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother-in-law since the death of
thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto
a people which thou knewest not heretofore.” Boaz invited her to eat with him and he instructed his young men
to let her glean all the corn she wanted. Then Boaz, who had a good heart, did a very kind thing. He also told
his servants to let some of the handfuls of corn that were being reaped, fall in Ruth’s path so she could gather
them. When Ruth returned to Naomi's that night, she told her of all the wonderful things that had happened
and they both praised Boaz. Ruth continued to glean every day until the end of the harvest. (©) 2003 Hatch Patch Creations



In ancient Israel, it was the custom that the closest relative had a right to purchase all property that belonged to
Elimelech. Boaz was the second nearest relative and he could not purchase anything that belonged to Naomi
unless the first relative gave his permission. Naomi knew how kind Boaz was and wished that she could sell
her property to him, including selling Ruth to him so that she could be his wife. Naomi told Ruth that she must
put on clean clothes and go to where Boaz was winnowing the barley on the threshingfloor. Ruth was told to
wait until Boaz had fallen asleep and then she was to uncover his feet and lie on the floor by them. This she
did. At midnight, Boaz awoke and was afraid when he found Ruth by his feet. She calmed him and asked him
to let her be his handmaiden.

Boaz praised her and told her not to fear, for he knew how kind she was and how virtuous she was. He also
knew that there was a relative closer than he was and that he would have to go to him for permission to buy
Ruth.

Boaz soon left fo find the other kinsman and to his delight, this man had no desire to buy Naomi's property or to
purchase Ruth. In those days, when an agreement was made between two men, the man who gave up his
options would take off his shoe and give it to the other man. This is what the other kinsman did and he gave it
fo Boaz. Boaz let all of the other people know that he was going to purchase Ruth for his wife and buy all that
had been owned by Elimelech and his sons.

Soon Ruth and Boaz were married and had a son that they named Obed. Obed later became the father of
Jesse, who was the father of David. These two wonderful people were the grandparents of the David who killed
Goliath and who later became a King in Israel.

The story of Ruth is one of the most beautiful we know. Ruth taught us all how to love unconditionally. She gave
up all that she knew to take care of her mother-in-law, even conforming to believe in the God of Israel. She
nurtured and cared for Naomi and worked hard just to feed them. She was also obedient to Naomi and be-
cause she did as she was told, she became the grandmother of one of the most recognized men of the Bible,
David. We can learn so much from Ruth. Her love of family, her great sacrifices for the happiness of others, her
loyalty, and her obedient spirit all teach us how to be better, Christ-like people.

DISCUSSION:

*Would you be willing to leave your mother and father and family to help another?
*Do we love others as Ruth loved Naomi?

*How can we develop the Christ-like qualities that Ruth had?
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