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Mr. anhd Mrs. ExXuber-ant and Their
'PTGCIOUS thtie 1hf-ant
&P i

e % i

Once upon a time in the land of Import-ant there lived a f:::mllyr of ants. There was the father, Exuber-ant,
mother, Millit-ant and the children, Pleas-ant, Blat-ant, Intellig-ant, Const-ant, Persis-ant, Triumph-ant, Cool-ant
and Dilig-ant. Times were good for the Exuber-ant family, and in the spring the family would welcome a new
baby brother or sister. This made the family very jubil-ant. Yes, Millit-ant was pregn-ant or in other words,
expect-ant.

Now winter was fast approaching the little town of Impori-ant and Exuber-ant was very worried about their
food storage. “Children,” he said, “we must spend all our spare time gathering seeds and food for the winter.
We must have plenty of food stored away to feed our large family and Grandfather Dist-ant as well.”

"But Dad,” whined Blat-ant, "none of the other kids in the neighborhood are spending their free time working.
| want fo play with my friend, Devi-ant, not gather food that we won't ever need!”

Father Ant groaned. It was like this every year when it came time to put away food for winter. It would be nice
to have just one year when no one complained and everyone would just help. Cool-ant joined Blat-ant in the
protest. “Gee whiz, Pop, it would be awful if any of my friends saw me working with the family. They'll think
I'm @ mut-ant.”

Exuber-ant had heard enough. He called all the children together, including Mother and the twins, and as-
signed them tfo places in the countryside where they could find the most seeds and bugs fo bring home. “Now
children,” he said, “be effici-ant and work hard, and you will all be pleas-ant-ly surprised at what we can all
accomplish. Besides, the wise inhabit-ants of this city will be out gathering food for the winter, all except for
the Luxuri-ant family, of course. They never gather food; they just go to the store and buy everything they
need.

There was a sizable groan from the children and even Mother Ant. Not too many ants liked the Luxuri-ant
family. They were very rich and lived on the very best ant hill in town. The children wore the very best clothes
and the whole Luxuri-ant family seemed to snub their noses at the poorer ants in the valley. The Luxuri-ant
family definitely thought they were magnific-ant.

“Children, children!” Father pleaded. “Our job is not to judge the Luxuri-ant family but to take care of ourselves.
Now all of you get going and | will see you here for dinner.”

For the next few weeks, the Exuber-ant family worked hard, day in and day out, carrying seeds, bugs, leaves,
flowers and all kinds of food into the ant hill. Finally, Father said it was enough and all of the children let out a
big sigh of relief. They had never been neglig-ant in their duties, even though Blat-ant and Cool-ant continually
complained.

Then it began to snow.
The children all bid their friends good-bye for the winter. Father Ant securely bolted the door to their ant hill

and the family prepared to spend a long winter inside. Day after day, Blat-ant and Dilig-ant would play hide-
and-seek in the winding tunnels of the ground. Pleas-ant spent her time helping her expect-ant Mother, who



tired more easily these days. Intellig-ant would curl up in a corner every day and read his books, while
Const-ant played with her dolls and her liftle baking oven. Persist-ant would continually fease the others,
never letting up on his bad habits. Grandfather, Dist-ant played chess with Triumph-ant, even though he
seemed fo lose most of the time. These were good times for the Ant family and they were feeling kind of
smug about being so warm and well fed through the winter months.

Suddenly, there was a loud knock at the door. Father Ant lifted the bolt and opened the door only slightly.

There stood Luxuri-ant and his wife, Extravag-ant. They were cold and shaking and they looked very skinny.
The wind and snow blew through the tiny crack in the doorway and the children ran for cover. They werent
used fo the cold and wind that came with winter. Father had always kept them inside until the spring came.

“Come in, come in!” Mother Ant called. "What is it? What has happened?”

Luxuri-ant spoke first. “We’ve come to ask for your help, even though we know we aren’t deserv-ant of it. I'm
afraid we have been very neglig-ant in our duties. Instead of collecting food for the winter, we have played all
fall and now our family is starving.”

“Why didnt you buy the food you need?” Grumbled Father Ant. "You certainly have enough money to do that!”
Millit-ant reached over and patted her husband’s arm in a "Let's be a little kinder” way.

A hush fell over the room and Luxuri-ant began telling of how he had purchased food for the winter, but it
hadn’t been enough, and of how they had spent the summer and fall just having fun. It made Father Exuber-
ant more and more angry.

Milit-ant decided she had better step in here. “Please, let us have a family meeting and talk this over. | will
get right back to you.” Luxuri-ant shook his head slowly, put his arm around his wife and left the ant hill.
Father Ant began pacing back and forth across the room while all children’s eyes were upon him. There was
silence as everyone waited for Exuber-ant fo speak.

Finally, Father began. “I have been thinking, children. First of all, there is no way that | would ever let anyone
starve, even if it is someone who was too lazy to care for the needs of his family. So we must help the Luxuri-
ant family. But there is something here that is very important that I, as your father, must teach you. The way
we treat one another in this life that God gave us, is our test. We must learn to forgive one another, love one
another and fake care of each other. We must be Serv-ants always. | was wrong to judge. | was wrong fo be
so angry. Remember the scripture, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.” Father then called for a vote from the entire family, including Grandfather Dist-ant, and the
vote was unanimous in favor of helping the Luxuri-ant family. A very pleas-ant feeling came over every ant in
the room and they knew they were doing what Heavenly Father would want them to do. That night, when the
Exuber-ant and the Luxuri-ant family sat down together at the dinner table, a warmth filled the room and love
reigned. Suddenly, the ants were finding things out about each other that they didn’t know. Ants were getting
to know each other and friendships were developing. Even old Cool-ant couldn’t help but have that fuzzy
feeling inside! That feeling let him know that even when times are turbul-ant and trying, you can always find
someone who is Celestial-ant in nature.

DISCUSSION:

*Can you think of anyone whom you could help in some way right now?

*How can we be less judgmental and more service-oriented?

*What would you have done if you were in the same situation as the Exuber-ant family?
*What are some things that we can do, as a family, to help others?
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[ Can Be A derv-ant!
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“find behold, I tell you these *hmga that ye may learn wisdom:
é& that ye may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings g
ye are only in the service of your God.”

Mosiah 2:17

R S N K Hp N K

[ would like to perform an act of service for:

The act of sarvice that I would like to do iss

[ will complete my act of service by:

Cnmplﬂti._cn Date
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There are many who need help
in our world today,
and I can be the one
to aid them on their way.

[ can lift a heart
and comfort those in need.
[ can show my smile
and think of good deeds.

[ can visit the lonely
and the widows and the lost.
[ can be a beacon
and never count the cost.

I can run an errand
or rake the avtumn leaves.
[ can clean a sidewalk
of the snow that winter weaves.

[ can help my family
and be nice to everyone.
[ can love my parents
and get my chores all done.

[ can be kind
and happy all day long.
I can be of service
whenever things go wrong.

berving others is a blsssing
sent from vp above.
[ hope to be of help
and always show my love.
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