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A Tall Tale of
Telling the Truth

Casey the Crab was feeling very ornery today. His best friend, Armold the Octopus, had gone ona cmping trip
with the Platypus family and Casey wasn't asked o join them. No, this wasn't going to be a good day.

The hours were dragging by in the ocean where Casey and his family lived. It was summer and the water was
nice and warm - perfect temperature for camping. He imagined that the Platypus family had taken Arnold to the
coral reefs just south of the caves. It was a perfect place to camp out for the night. My goodness, he was jealous!
Casey thought perhaps he needed to find something to do to take his mind off the way he was feeling. He would
dig holes in the floor of the ocean for a while.

The sun beat down on the waves and warmed the ocean even more than the day before. Casey couldnt forget
about his friend having so much fun with someone else, though. As the time passed, he got more agitated. Now
he was enterfaining thoughts of how he could get back at Arnold for freating him so badly. He just kept feeling
worse and worse. He decided to go on home.

Mother Crab was preparing the evening meal when Casey arrived home. Father had brought home a nice fish
and Mother was sectioning it and loading the plates with the delicacy. Casey decided that he was hungry and for
a moment forgot about Arnold.

“Why Casey, what on earth are you doing home so early and without Arnold?*

“Oh, oh,” Casey thought. * | don’t want Mom to know that Arnold went off without me. What will | say to her?” His
mind raced as he thought of all the excuses he might use to explain why his very best friend would leave him
alone and go off with someone else. Then it happened. It just seemed to blurt out of his mouth before he could
do anything about it. “Uh, Mom, Arnold broke one of his legs today.”

Immediately a sick feeling fook over Casey’s small body and he felt terrible. He had never lied before in his whole
life and certainly he would never consider lying fo his mother. What had he done? Before he could do anything
about the situation, his mom was asking more questions.

“Oh, my goodness,” she exclaimed. “Have they taken him fo the hospital?”
Now Casey was in a real mess. How was he going to get out of this? *Uh, yeah, they are there now,” Casey lied.

Mother wouldn't stop with the questions. As she asked each one, Casey would have to think of another lie until
finally, he was in serious trouble. Mother was gathering the whole family to go to the hospital to see Arnold.
Arnold wasn't in the hospital. Arnold hadn‘t even broken his leg and Casey knew that he was in the most awful
situation he had ever been in. What was he going fo do? Lies were popping out of Casey’s mouth like bubbles
floating through the ocean! Each one had to be bigger and better than the last one so that no one would find out
he was lying. Now he had to find a way to stop everyone from going to the hospital.

Mother had gathered the children and grabbed her purse and hat. Father lifted each child onto his back for the
trip. Casey knew that this was not going to be easy.

“Dad,” he gulped, “Arnold is probably home from the hospital by now. It won't do any good to go there if he has
already gone home.”

Father nodded in agreement. His next statement made Casey’s blood run cold. “We'll just go over to the Octopus
house. Ready, Mother?”



Casey’s little heart raced as he held on tight to his dad’s back. Father could move through the currents of the
water very quickly when he wanted to and with Mother close behind, they were at Arnold’s house in record time.
Suddenly, though, they heard the siren of the local police officer, Joey the Jelly Fish.

This wasn't funny. Father had broken the speed limit getting to the Octopus house and now he was getting a
speeding ficket. This was not good. No, this was not good! First Casey had told terrible lies to his mom and dad
and now, they were going to have to pay a fine to the city court.

Sweat poured from Casey’s head and even his little claws were perspiring. He could see no way out of this mess
he had created. The front door opened and there stood Mrs. Octopus with a very puzzled look on her face. “Why,
what has happened?” she gasped.

Before Casey could intercede, Mother was telling Mrs. Octopus why they were there.
“My little Arnold has broken a leg!” Mrs, Octopus screamed. “Oh, my, where is he?”

It was Father’s turn now. He began explaining that we hadn’t yet known that poor Mrs. Octopus hadn’t been told
about the broken leg and that Arnold had been taken fo the hospital. Father tried to calm Arnold’s mother by
saying that Arnold was probably on his way home right now. Everyone assumed that Father Octopus had been
called and had been with his son all this time. Then the worst of all things happened. Arnold came singing up the
walkway to their home!

Everyone heard him and ran for the doorway. A great look of astonishment filled every face except for Casey. He
wanted to run and hide somewhere but there was no where to run.

Arnold looked fine! Arnold could walk on all eight legs. Arnold didn‘t have a broken leg ot all. Father was very
angry!!!

“CASEY!l" Father called at the top of his lungs. “Do you have something you would like to tell me?”

Casey wished that right now a huge anchor from a passing ship would fall on him. He had never felt so small or
rotten. Lying cerfainly wasn’t any fun and look at all the frouble he had caused.

“Dad,” Casey began, “l don't know what happened. | didn't want anyone to know that Arnold had left me to go
with some other friend today. | felt lonely, hurt and jealous, so | made up the story about Armold's leg. I'm really
sorry, honest | am.”

Father’s scowl deepened. “Son,” he said, “lying is a horrible sin. The ninth commandment fells us to not bear false
witness, which means that you should never lie. You know you must be punished for what you have done.”

Casey shook his little head up and down and plopped right down in the sand. “What are you going to do , Dad?”

Father first apologized fo the Octopus family and then gathered the Crab family fo leave for home. Everyone was
feeling humiliated. After they arrived at their house, Father began to list all the things that Casey would have to do
to make up for the lies he had told. He would have to pay for the speeding ticket that Father received, apologize in
writing to the Octopus family and never tell a lie again.

Heavenly Father wants all of us to be honest people. The only way we can be respected and loved by those who
know us is if we are trustworthy. That means always telling the truth.

DISCUSSION

sHave you ever told a lie?

sHow did it make you feel?

*Who do we hurt when we tell a lie?
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