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1 Will Not Whine

Nick the night owl had a problem. He was a whiner.

DISCUSSION
*Do you know what a whiner is?

It is someone who complains about a lot of things and does it in a whiny, complaining voice. It
can be very irritating if you are the one listening to a whiner.

Mrs. Night Owl was really tired of having Nick whine about everything.

If she fixed a fine breakfast for Nick and his brothers and sisters, the other children ate it happily
but not Nick, oh no! He began in his irritating, whiny voice to tell Mother Owl how he didn't like it
and wouldn't eat it.

During flying lessons, the twins Agnes and Amos loved taking off from the pine branch and flying
to the next tree over but not Nick. Oh no, he complained and whined so loudly that old Mrs.

Toad, five rocks over on the ground could hear him. She didn't like to hear him whine either.

Nick would sigh and say that he just couldn't do it. "I don't want to fly that far, Mother," he would
say in his best whiny voice. "I'm scared."

Mother would try to console the little night owl but to no avail. Every day it was the same story.
When the little night owls played together, the other four children would laugh and have a great
time together. They loved to play hide and seek among the ferns on the ground in the forest.
But Nick would whine the entire time, saying the ferns were prickly and that he was the one who
had to be "it" more than anyone else.

Whining had become a habit with the little night owl.

Even his friends didn't want to come around anymore. Rachael Rabbit tried to steer clear of him
whenever she saw him coming her way and Robbie Raccoon just didn't come over any more.

One day, while Nick was searching for his friends, Thomas the tortoise from the pond down the
way happened to be walking through the forest.

"Have you seen my friends, Thomas?" called out Nick in his best, whiney, little voice.
"Why yes, Nick," Thomas answered. "They are over at the duck pond, playing."

"Well, why are they over there without me?" Nick whined again.

Hatch Patch Creations, Inc.(C) 2007 All Rights Reserved DO NOT COPY



Thomas the tortoise pulled a funny face.

"What's the matter, Thomas?" Nick's whiney voice said.

Thomas scratched the top of his head where he still had a few hairs left.

"Well," he began, "did you ever think that it may be because you whine too much?"
Now Nick had a strange look on his face.

"Whine too much! What does it mean to whine?" Nick asked.

"You are never happy, Nick! You whine a lot and that can get on other's nerves. Have you ever
stopped to think how blessed you are? You live in this beautiful forest with your mother and
father and four brothers and sisters. You have a beautiful nest and a perch high atop that great
pine tree. You should be grateful. You should be happy!" The tortoise scratched his head again.

Nick didn't even realize that he had been whining. It had become such a habit that he just did it
on instinct.

"How do | stop whining?" Nick asked.

Thomas the tortoise sat down right in the middle of the path. "You must try to see the good
things, son," he said. "Don't complain about everything. Speak in a normal tone and try to get
along."

Then the tortoise sauntered off in the opposite direction, leaving Nick to think about what he
needed to do. He was going to try hard. He was going to work on not being a whiner.

Nick hurried home to tell his mother about his new goal. Needless to say, Mother Night Owl was
very excited about Nick's new quest.

Every day for the next week, Nick practiced speaking normally and NOT whining. He tried to get
along with everyone and he tried to see the good things. It worked. Pretty soon, he was not
whining anymore.

Everyone in the forest noticed that Nick wasn't whining and Mother Night Owls' nerves were in
much better shape.

DISCUSSION

*Do you know someone who whines?

*How does it make you feel when you are around someone who whines?
*What can we do to stop whining?
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Owl Game Pieces

Color each ow| as desired, leaving the
rectangles on the owl's chest white. Write the
name of each player on his own owl. [aminate

the ow| and the reCtangle directly below the
owl. Cuteach ow| out along with the rectangle
that is attacChed to the owl's Claws. Cut along

the dashed line. Cut out the rectangle that
was directly below the ow|. Cut on the dashed

line. Insert one slit into the other and You have
a free-standing Same piece.
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