
HOW DID INDUSTRIAL
INNOVATIONS CHANGE LIFE IN
CHINA/HONG KONG?



Introduction

Industrial innovation in China as a response to the Opium Wars from 1839
to 1842, which showed that the country’s military was too weak to compete
with the West. This forced the government to sign treaties that opened

treaty ports, where the foreign powers took control of trade and
shipping. To catch up, the Qing dynasty started the Self-Strengthening
Movement from 1861 to 1895. This movement was an innovation that led to
the creation of modern arsenals, shipyards, and industries like coal

mining. Another big innovation was railway construction, which connected
the regions. Overall, these events changed China by introducing modern

technology and transportation.



Key Event or
Innovation

Image Sources Date Why was this such a key event for your chosen country? How did this event/innovation lead to
change within that country?

The self-strengthening
movement 1861-1895

This movement made the first significant attempt by the
Qing Dynasty to modernize China in response to internal
rebellions like the Taiping Rebellion and external threats

from Western powers. It was a recognition that China’s
traditional systems were inadequate to compete with

industrialized nations. 

It led to the establishment of modern arsenals
and shipyards, improving China’s defense

capabilities.
The development of some industries, such as coal

mining, textiles, and railways.
Promoted the study of Western languages and
sciences, creating a new generation of Chinese

technocrats.

The Opium Wars and
Treaty Ports 1839-1842

The Opium Wars showed China’s military weakness and
forced the Qing government to sign unequal treaties with

Western powers. These treaties opened up Chinese ports to
foreign trade and investment, granting rights to foreigners

and territory to foreign control. 

Foreign powers gained control over some sectors
of the Chinese economy, such as trade, shipping,

and banking, extracting wealth and resources
from China.

China lost control over its tariffs and customs,
weakening its ability to protect domestic

industries. 

Establishment of
Foreign Concessions

Mid-19th century
onwards

Particularly in cities like Shanghai, there were areas within
Chinese cities that were governed by foreign powers. These

concessions operated outside of Chinese law and
administration, becoming enclaves of foreign culture,

business, and industry.

Foreign concessions became centers of industrial
production, introducing new technologies and

management practices to China
Economic growth: They attracted foreign

investment and stimulated economic growth in
the surrounding areas. 

Railway Construction 19th Century to 20th
Century

The construction of railways in China, often by foreign
powers, was a crucial step in modernizing the country’s
transportation infrastructure. Railways facilitated the

movement of goods, people, and resources, connecting
different regions and stimulating economic growth

Railways connected inland regions with coastal
ports. facilitating trade and the movement of

goods.
They supported the development of industries

such as mining, manufacturing, and agriculture by
providing access to markets and resources.

Key Events



Source 1 2 3 4

Origin - What? Who? When?
Where?

A image of the Jinling Arsenal in
Nanjing, from Wikipedia

(2025/2026)

A photograph of a shipyard in
Fuzhou, China, from Wikipedia

(2008/2026)
It is an image from the MIT (2026)

An image of a street in Guangzhou. It
could be taken by a Western traveler

or a professional photographer
showing Chinese trade.

Purpose - Why was it created?
Who was the intended audience?

To show the physical appearance
of China’s first modern factories.

To show China’s modernization
efforts.

To show how teas were prepared
for taking to the West.

The purpose was to show people what
the busy trading of China looked like.

Values - How and why is the
source valuable?

It is valuable because it is a
primary visual record of the Self-

Strengthening Movement. It
shows China was building

Western-Style infrastructure.

It is valuable because it shows
the innovation. Building

steamships was a high tech of
the 1800s.

It is valuable for understanding the
economic change. It shows how

many people were needed to help
the trade industry.

It is valuable because it shows the
growth of cities and the massive

increase in the number of shops and
businesses.

Content - what does the source
tell you about…?

It shows a large, industrial-style
building to produce modern

weapons like cannons.

It shows the docks where
steamships were built.

It shows Chinese workers in a
warehouse working, organized and

busy.

This shows streets packed with shops,
many signs in Chinese characters, and

people moving goods.

Limitations - How and why is the
source limited?

The photo of the building doesn't
tell me how the workers felt or if

the weapons actually worked
well.

It is a digital copy of an old
image. I didn’t see the defeat by

the French in 1884.

It might be slightly biased to look
peaceful for Western viewers who
wanted to feel good about buying

Chinese tea.

It can't show us the price wars or the
stress the shop owners felt.

SELECTION OF SOURCES



Source 1 2 3 4

Origin - What? Who? When?
Where?

A image of the Jinling Arsenal in
Nanjing, from Wikipedia
(2025/2026)

A photograph of a shipyard in
Fuzhou, China, from Wikipedia
(2008/2026)

An image from the MIT (2026)

An image of a street in Guangzhou. It
could be taken by a Western traveler
or a professional photographer
showing Chinese trade.

Purpose - Why was it created?
Who was the intended audience?

To show the physical appearance
of China’s first modern factories.

To show China’s modernization
efforts.

To show how teas were prepared
for taking to the West.

The purpose was to show people what
the busy trading of China looked like.

Values - How and why is the
source valuable?

It is valuable because it is a
primary visual record of the Self-
Strengthening Movement. It
shows China was building
Western-Style infrastructure.

It is valuable because it shows
the innovation. Building
steamships was a high tech of
the 1800s.

It is valuable for understanding the
economic change. It shows how
many people were needed to help
the trade industry.

It is valuable because it shows the
growth of cities and the massive
increase in the number of shops and
businesses.

Content - what does the source
tell you about…?

It shows a large, industrial-style
building to produce modern
weapons like cannons.

It shows the docks where
steamships were built.

It shows Chinese workers in a
warehouse working, organized and
busy.

This shows streets packed with shops,
many signs in Chinese characters, and
people moving goods.

Limitations - How and why is the
source limited?

The photo of the building doesn't
tell me how the workers felt or if
the weapons actually worked
well.

It is a digital copy of an old
image. I didn’t see the defeat by
the French in 1884.

It might be slightly biased to look
peaceful for Western viewers who
wanted to feel good about buying
Chinese tea.

It can't show us the price wars or the
stress the shop owners felt.

SOURCE EVALUATION



OPCVL Paragraphs
Source 1:

This is a primary source photograph of the Jinling Arsenal in Nanjing. The purpose of this source is to show the Self-Strengthening Movement and show how China
began building its own modern weapons to compete with the West. The source tells us that there were significant innovations in China, especially the creation of

factories designed to produce cannons for defense. This source is useful for understanding the stages of industrialization and showing the government was trying to
get better at its military. The source is limited because it only shows the outside of the factory and does not tell us about the actual quality of the weapons.

Source 2:
This is a primary source photograph of the shipyard in Fuzhou. The purpose of this source is to show China’s modernization efforts. This source shows the docks

where the steamships were built. It is valuable because it shows the innovation. Building steamships was high tech in the 1800s. This source is limited because it is a
digital copy of an old image. I can’t see how the ships were defeated by the French in 1884.

Source 3:
This is a secondary source image from the MIT. The purpose of this source is to show how teas were prepared for taking to the west. It shows Chinese workers in a
warehouse working, organized and busy. It is valuable for understanding the economic change. It shows how many people were needed to help the trade industry.

This source is limited as it might be slightly biased to look peaceful for Western viewers who wanted to feel good about buying the Chinese tea.

Source 4:
This is a primary source of an image of a street in Guangzhou. It could be taken by a Western traveler or a professional photographer showing the Chinese trades.
The purpose was to show people what the busy trading of China looked like. This shows streets packed with shops, many signs in Chinese characters, and people

moving goods. It is valuable because it shows the growth of cities and the massive increase in the number of shops and businesses. This source is limited because it
can’t show us the price wars or the stress the owners felt.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the Industrial Revolution changed life in China in both
positive and negative ways. On the positive side, innovations like the

Jinling Arsenal made China manufacture its own modern cannons and rifles
for fighting back. Traditional industries like tea packing also changed

to meet the European demands, creating an organized environment where the
workers were able to sit down instead of standing and working the whole
way. However, it also brought negative changes. The Foochow Arsenal gave
China a fake sense of security because their new technology was still not

strong enough to stop the French in 1884. Overall, while innovation
modernised China’s military and transport, it also created some economic

pressure for a lot of people.


