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First Business Central 

Application GitHub 

repository is created

The first modules of the 

System Application are 

added to the repository

First real code contribution 

is made to the System 

Application

The Business Central 

BaseApp contribution pilot 

goes live

AL-Go for GitHub is 

introduced on 

ALAppExtensions

The Cronus License is 

opened up as a developer 

license

BCApps is introduced 

as true and public open 

source repo
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BCApps: A community effort

248 Stars

68 Contributors

77+ of which are 
shipping in 24.0

BCApps  was  o f f i c ia l l y  
l aunched  Nov em ber  2023

Since  then ,  v e rs ion  24 .0  has  
been  bu i l t  in  c lose  
co l labo ra t ion  w i th  the  
com mun i t y 861 Merged PRs

Microsof t  says  Thank  you to  

a l l  the contr ibutors !

101 Forks



I t ’s  abou t  lea rn ing  f rom  o the rs

Open Source is more than writing code!

I t ’s  abou t  teach ing  o the rs

I t ’s  abou t  ensu r ing  qua l i t y

I t ’s  a  requ i rem en t

I t ’s  abou t

co l labo ra t ing  &  

rev iew ing



Why?

Mak e  the  p roduc t  be t te r,  s t reng then  BC 

ecosys tem
 

So lve  (annoying )  th ings  on ly  once

 

Bu i ld  a  re la t ion  w i th  MS eng ineers

 

At t rac t  and  k eep  the  bes t  dev s

 

I t ’s  fun !  

P a r t n e r  

p e r s p e c t i v e



Challenges

W here  is  the  l im i t  in  sha r ing?

(Key)  in te l lec tua l  p roper ty,  s ize / t im e ,  

p r io r i t ies

How can  we  lega l l y  a l low  i t?

Em p loyee  con t rac t

P a r t n e r  

p e r s p e c t i v e



Welcome to BCApps!



Get t ing Star ted with Contr ibut ing

1 . I t  a l l  s ta r t s  w i th  an  idea  o r  a  bug  

2 . Crea te  a  G i tHub  issue  

3 . Ga in  app rova l  



Set t ing up your Development Environment

1 . Crea te  a  fo rk

2 . Se t  up  a  con ta ine r  

f o r  you r  dev.  

Env i ronm en t  ( loca l  

or  COSMO A lpaca )

3 . Tim e  to  deve lop!  



file:///C:/Users/tfenster/OneDrive - 4PS Group BV/Dokumente/events/2024-05 DynamicsMinds/DynamicsMinds 24.mp4


COSMO Alpaca is free for base app 
contributions! (for 20h / month)

If you decide to further use it, COSMO will get in touch.
After an agreement, the price will be 0,90 € / hour



Opening a Pul l  Request

1 . Add  a  t i t le

2 . Prov ide  a  sum m ary

3 . L ink  to  you r  i ssue



Merging a Pul l  Request

W hat  i s  requ i red  be fo re  m erg ing?

C o d e  R e v i e ws

• C o m m e n t  R e s o l u t i o n

• A p p r o v a l s

C h e c k s

• W o r k  I t e m  Va l i d a t i o n

• F o r  M i c r o s o f t :  Va l i d a t e  l i n k  t o  i n t e r n a l  

wo r k  i t e m s

• P u l l  R e q u e s t  B u i l d



https://github.com/microsoft/BusinessCentralApps/pull/710


Our 
experience

Ber t  Ve rbeek  –  4PS Group  by H i l t i

Techn ica l  So lu t ion  A rch i tec t  &  Mic roso f t  MVP
 

W hen we  f ind  an  error  i n  s tandard  BC i t  i s  v e ry 

easy and  qu ick  to  do  i t  by ou rse l f  because  we  

know the  issue  and  have  the  code .  So  no  hass le  

t o  c rea te  suppor t  t i ck e ts  e tc .  And  in  the  next  

m ino r  we  a l ready hav e  the  f i x  we  hav e  

im p lem en ted  th rough  the  open  sou rce  p ro jec t !

W e saw  the  bene f i t s  o f  a  new  fea ture  (ba tch  

pos t ing  t rans fe r  o rde rs )  fo r  ou r  end  use rs .  So  

we  c rea ted  the  fea tu re  and  tes t  au tom at ion .  In  

t he  next  m a jo r  re lease  ou r  end  use rs  can  

a l ready take  bene f i t  o f  i t !



Our 
experience

Sim on  F ische r  –  4PS Group  by H i l t i  

Sen io r  Dev e lope r
 

I t  f e l t  w rong  to  keep  such  a  bas ic  func t iona l i t y  

(Azu re  B lob  S to rage  in teg ra t ion  fo r  BC)  to  

m yse l f ,  k now ing  tha t  o the rs  w i l l  hav e  to  do  the  

sam e th ings  over  and over  aga in  -  ins tead  o f  

spend ing  t im e  on  the  ac tua l  so lu t ion .

The  com mun i t y  feedback  was  ve ry reward ing  

and  i t  showed  m e,  tha t  the re  is  a  w i l l  t o  

co l labo ra te  m ore .  I  hope  tha t  the  con t r ibu t ion  

wi l l  encourage  others  t o  do  the  sam e.



Our 
experience Ki l ian  Se iz inge r  –  p r i sm a  in fo rm a t ik Gm bH

Deve loper  &  Mic roso f t  MVP
 

Cont r ibu t ing  funct iona l  improvements  t o  the  

BC s tandard  m igh t  seem  l i ke  add i t iona l  work ,  

bu t  because  m a in tenance  is  a lso  done  by 

Mic roso f t  and  o the rs  in  the  com mun i t y,  i t  

ac tua l l y  i s  less  work  in  the  end .

Sav ing  t im e  by solving problems once  and  fo r  

a l l  g iv es  m e  the  oppor tun i t y  to  work  on  new  

t op ics .  And  I  j us t  l i ke  the  Open  Source  m indse t !



Our 
experience

Alexander  Drog in  –  KPMG

Sen io r  Techn ica l  A rch i tec t
 

I  f ind  m any bene f i t s  in  be ing  a  pa r t  o f  the  Open  

Source  com muni t y.  I t ' s  a lways  a  good learn ing 

and a  very rew arding exper ience  t o  work  

a longs ide  som e o f  the  bes t  Bus iness  Cen t ra l  

deve lope rs .

Bes ides ,  open  sou rce  he lps  m e  solve  prac t ica l  

problems .  Fo r  ins tance ,  I ' v e  a lways  been  

t roub led  by the  need  to  i so la te  fa lse  pos i t i v e  

BaseApp  tes ts .  Now m y own  tes t  runs  ge t  

c leaner  w i th  eve ry tes t  I  f i x .



Our 
experience

Tom  Kap i tan  –  Fus ion5

Techn ica l  Lead  &  Mic roso f t  MVP
 

I  ha te  do ing  the  sam e deve lopmen t  m u l t ip le  

t im es .  And  i f  i t ' s  som eth ing  we  (as  pa r tne rs )  

don ' t  see  added  v a lue ,  i t ' s  fan tas t i c  to  hav e  th is  

oppor tun i t y  to  f ix / improve  the  Bus iness  

Centra l  code  t h rough  the  open -sou rce  p rog ram .

You  can  do  anyth ing  -  I ' ve  t r ied  to  re fac tor  

Transformat ion Rules  (→  go  to  the  BaseApp  

repo  and  he lp  m e  by p rov id ing  you r  feedback  as  

a  code  rev iew)  bu t  a lso  im prov ed  the  

extens ib i l i ty of  D365  Sa les  in tegra t ions  i n  7 -9  

con t r ibu t ions  fo r  d i f fe ren t  pa r ts  needed  fo r  a  

proper  BC-CE AppSource  so lu t ion .



Hear directly from two of the top contributors:

Business Central Open-Source Contributions: 

The quickest way how to see your name during Microsoft BC Keynotes

Tom Kapitan & Alexander Drogin – Wednesday, 12:15, Mediteranea I



Jump into reviews & discussions

You and the product quality can 

only benef it!

Don’t be scared! 
Learning and teaching 
is fun 



Docs

Docs are Open Source too! 



Thanks for your 
attention!
Questions?

L e t  m e  k n o w h o w y o u  l i k e d  i t :

L i n k e d In  a n d  X / Tw i t t e r  -  t o b i a s f e n s t e r
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