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Context

• Intercomparison project (CMIP) as a key driver of conventions and 
standards in the climate modelling community

• Emergence of conventions: challenges and culture shifts

• Tension between curiosity driven and operations
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https://www.wcrp-climate.org/wgcm-cmip/wgcm-cmip6

CMIP and Cordex



ESGF



netCDF CF
Working on the concepts of 
conventions









A few concluding points

• The « resistance » to standards/conventions
• Inertia, resistance, ignorance, competing standards, lack of resources, legal

barriers, etc.

• Building trust is not easy

• Blue sky research needs space – conventions come next

• The FAIR context: Find, Access, Interoperate, and Re-use.

• Diverse community: conventions  collaboration

• The importance and role of end user in driving convention

• Next step: model evaluation
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Model evaluation: the good, the bad and the ugly
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