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– Bibliography management tool 

– Lightweight and portable 

– Extensible and useful to extend 

– Free and open source 

– Transparent data 

– Completely terminal-based
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Why not Mendeley or Zotero?

– Lightweight (146 KB, smaller than a typical JPEG) 

– Lets other services take care of what they do best 

– Universal and portable 

– Transparent data storage 

– Integration open to virtually any extensible program 

– Naturally suited for batch actions and scripting 

– You can still use them in tandem with Paperstack!
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Interface
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Records: List of selectable article titles
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Interface
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Details: Added information about 
the selected article
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Interface
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Footer: Key map hints, messages, and input
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CLI
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To explore the CLI commands, run: 

  $ paperstack --help
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CLI
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$ paperstack list
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CLI
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for line in $(cat bibcodes.txt); do 
    paperstack scrape ads "bibcode: $line" --add 
done
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Demo
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https://ui.adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2022ApJ...940...28K/abstract
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Behind the Scenes

– Written in Python, using Urwid for interfacing 

– Escape codes and unicode (widespread support) 

– SQLite database with exposed PDFs in the same directory 

– Emphasis on modularity (record types and databases) 

– BibTeX, XML, and PDF parsing; will use Beautiful Soup 

– BibTeX for communication 

– Will use JSON for extension support
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Installation

– Available on PyPI 

– pip install paperstack 

– python3 -m pip install paperstack 

– Download and build from source 

– https://github.com/williamroque/Paperstack 

– python3 setup.py install
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https://github.com/williamroque/Paperstack
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Contributing

– All contributions welcome 

– Feedback 

– GitHub Issues and Pull Requests are preferred 

– Email/Discord equally appreciated 

– Areas of development 

– Improve docs 

– New databases/record types 

– New export formats (particularly MLA, APA, etc.) 

– Platform support
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Pitfalls

– Windows support 

– Technical overhead 

– Terminal vs. GUI
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Request
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