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Overview

PROBLEM STATEMENT

Central Park welcomes over 37 mill
year, yet its scale, density of attrac

overwhelming for both first-time to
New Yorkers. Despite being one of

jon visitors each
tions, and
layered path system can make the park fee

urists and daily
the world’s most

iImportant urban retreats, visitors still have to piece
together maps, landmarks, routes, events, and
meetups across disconnected tools.

DESIGN OBJECTIVE

Design a dedicated Central Park navigation app
that makes the park easier, calmer, and more
enjoyable to explore by combining interactive
wayfinding, destination discovery, event planning,
friend location sharing, and activity-based map
modes into one cohesive mobile experience for
tourists and locals alike.



Overview

Research

Central Park turned out to be 2x larger than |
thought when | started the project. The park is
approximately 2.5 miles long, half a mile wide, and
covers nearly 6% of Manhattan.

To understand the current visitor experience, |
reviewed existing Central Park resources, including

park maps, jogging routes, accessibility information,

event listings, attraction guides, bike route
information, and movie-location lists. While many
helpful resources exist, they are spread across
separate websites, PDFs, articles, tourism pages,
and map tools. This creates a fragmented
experience where users have to jJump between
sources depending on what they want to do in the
park.

CENTRAL PARK
CONSERVANCY
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Current Jogging Map

KEY
— 6.02-mile Loop

- 5 14-mile Lower Loop

- 4.92-mile Upper Loop
—— 4.04-mile Loop

- 1,71-mile Lower Loop

- ] 66-mile Bridle Path Loop
- 1 .58-mile Reservoir Loop
-] 42-mile Upper Loop

Park Drive
(shared by pedestrians, bicyclists,
and authorized vehicles)

= Transverse Road
(vehicles only)

— Pedestrian Path
(pedestrians only)

. Bridle Path
(no bicyclists)

Visitor Information

m Information/Shop

ﬂﬁZn Year-round Restroom

18§ Seasonal Restroom

‘. Emergency Call Box or Dial 911

o/e Drinking Fountain
(open year-round / closed in the winter)




Overview

Research

The research showed that Central Park visitors may
need one tool to find attractions, another to check
events, another to understand accessible routes,
another for jogging or biking paths, and another to
discover filming locations or photo spots. For
tourists, this can make the park feel intimidating
before they even arrive. For locals, it adds friction
to repeat visits, meetups, workouts, and
spontaneous exploration.

These findings shaped the direction of Central Park
Go: a dedicated mobile experience that brings
wayfinding, map modes, events, saved places, live
friend tracking, and destination discovery into one
cohesive park-specific app.

Biking Map

Accessibility Map




Overview

Research Types of Parkgoers Who Visit Central Park

Culture & Leisure Explorers Families Joggers & Fithess Enthusiasts
Visitors interested in performances, architecture, Parents and children visiting playgrounds, open Runners, walkers, cyclists, and outdoor workout
public art, movie locations, dining, and seasonal lawns, family attractions, and kid-friendly activities. groups who rely on the park for exercise and
events. movement.

Locals _
Wellness Seekers Tourists

New Yorkers who use the park as a daily retreat for
People attending yoga classes, meditating, walking, meeting friends, relaxing, and escaping the Visitors exploring iconic landmarks, museums, and
journaling, or simply looking for calm and mental city. famous monuments throughout the park.
reset.

Couples

Friend Groups

Young and older couples enjoying romantic walks,
People meeting up for picnics, events, photo spots, carriage rides, picnics, and quiet scenic spots.

and shared activities throughout the park.
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Overview

Moodboard

The moodboard combines practical wayfinding
iInspiration with the cinematic atmosphere of New
York. Waze helped inform the app’s map-first

navigation logic. |
videos, and plays

iIstened to New York-set films,

iIn the background while building

the app, helping shape the project’s tone.
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Color Palette

The color palette was built around Central Park’s
natural landscape while maintaining strong contrast
for navigation and interface clarity. Dark teal
creates a grounded map and Ul foundation, while
ime green acts as the active state and accents
throughout the app.

CMYK = 75,12, 0, 68 CMYK =11, 0, 68, 16 CMYK =5,0 3,9
RGB = 20, 71 81 RGB = 192, 215, 68 RGB = 221 232 226
HEX = 144751 HEX = COD744 HEX = DDESE?
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Logo Sketches
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Logo

| chose the 4th sketch, which was inspired by the
Pokemon Go logo.

On the right, is an early illustration of the “GO”
mask. It was done in Adobe lllustrator, relying
heavily on the Ellipse Tool. The product’s
personailty was formed here, but | ultimately
decided the illustration was too detailed for a logo.

Below that is the final “GO” design. | simplified the
buildings and greenery and removed the outlines
so it doesn’t compete with the readability of “GO.”

| designed the logo with the intention of
isolating the inside of the "O” to be used
as the app’s icon/wayfinder.
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Logo

When it came to the font, | initially chose something
playful. | ended up scrapping that design because |

thought it looked like a video game. | was drawn to

1930s art deco fonts, then honed in on typefaces

used for The New Yorker and Only Murders in the
Building.

| chose Windsor. It’s elegent, yet playful, and stil
says classic New York.

THE

NEW YORRER

ONLY
MURDERS

IN THE

BUILDING
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Typefaces
WINDSOR INTER
R0LD BOLD
abcdefghijkilmnopqrstuvwxyz abcdefghijkilmnopqrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
125456739!@#$%A&*() 123456789]@#$%A&*()

REGULAR
oY REGULAR

abcdetghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

123456789!1@#$% &R ()

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
123456789!@#%$ % "&*()

LIGHT

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY/Z

123456789'@#3$%"&*()
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Park Map

Since the map is the main event, | wanted to give it
a fresh look that has never been seen before.

On the left is the refernce map | stitched together
from the Conservatory’s website.

On the right is the final design. Done using a
combination of Photoshop and lllustrator. |
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Login Page

The login background was drawn in lllustrator. it is a
companion piece to the logo.

M Email

&) Password ©

Forgot Password?

Create account




l[dentity

Splash Screen

For the splash screen’s background, | started in
Overpass Turbo, where | ran a custom query to pull
Central Park’s path data and exported the result as
a JSON file. | then uploaded that file to
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command -proj EPSG:2263 to reproject the data
INto a cleaner New York-pased top-down view.
After exporting the projected map as an SVG, |
brought it into lllustrator, refined the linework, filled
In the surrounding Manhattan street grid, adjusted
stroke weight and opacity, and stylized the map so
It could work as a subtle branded background
behind the Central Park Go logo.

EXPLORE. NAVIGATE. ENJOY.
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MoDbile App

Interactive map in Figma

wanted the default map screen to feel exploratory
-ather than static, so | made the full Central Park
map pannable while keeping the main interface
controls locked in place.

Because the map needed to stay high-resolution, |
imported it with the Insert Big Image Figma plugin
to preserve detall In the paths, landmarks, labels,
and surrounding streets. | placed the map,
destination pins, and landmark labels inside a
dedicated Map Scroll Frame with Clip Content
turned on and enabled both vertical and horizontal
scrolling In Prototype settings. The hamburger
menu and bottom grab menu were kept outside
that scroll frame as fixed interface elements,
allowing users to pan around the park while the
main navigation controls stayed anchored on
screen.

To make the default map feel more like a real
navigation app, | added a fixed recenter control
above the bottom grab menu. Because the map is
pannable inside Figma, | linked the recenter icon
back to a duplicate default map frame and enabled
Reset scroll position. This allows the user to explore
the full Central Park map, then tap the control to
return to the original wayfinding position.

Default map
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MoDbile App

The Mall

Mid=-Park at 71st

Bethesda Terrace

bid-Park at 72nd

The Mall is one of Central Park's most significant
landscapes and horticultural wonders.

One of the most iconic and well-known features
in Central Park is Bethesda Terrace, a large plaza
consisting of two levels as well as an Arcade
and a Fountain.

Take Me Here

A favorites icon appears in the
bottom-right corner of each hero

Fredenck Law Dimsted and Calvert Vaux, Thea

Located at the end of the Mall, Bethesda Terrace Ca ro u Sel im a g e . W h e n a IOC a t i O n h a S Mall was imagined as an “open-air hall of

overlooks the Lake and the Ramble and is one of reception”, a formal gathering space where
Central Park's most iconic gathering places. b ee n a d d e d to -t h e u S e [—-"S fa VO rites visitors could stroll, sit, people-watch, listen to
L e L] & Designed by Calvert Vaux with architectural I music, and enjoy the Park much as they did in the

19th century

Take Me Here

details by Jacob Wrey Mould, the Terrace was

| | “ | | | | the icon appears filled. In this

showpieces, contrasting with the more natural Its rows of Amearican elm trees create a cathedral-

landscapes around it, exa m ple, BEtheSd a erra Ce iS like canopy, making it one of Central Park’s most

iconic landscapes. The path connects the

Its starcases, ramps, balustrades, and piers ang southern Park to Bathesda Terrace and the

covered with intricate carvings inspired by nature, fa VO rite d / W h i | e T h e M a I | re m a i n S Ramble beyond.

| inchuding flowers, fruit, birds, and the four

V4 |

| - ...._;__._er iz -, ? Nancy- Mﬂi]lgﬁﬂ ,, ? | | | | seasons. Beneath the Terrace is the Arcade, U n Se I e C‘te d The southern section, known as Literary Walk,
i f'ﬁ'.lE G-m:""“--.,-, View Profile \ ,.r""_ﬁ:ue G||I-5 B known for its ornate ceiling of nearly 16,000 ) teatures statues of writers and the Women's
| o f / Nl —— / J Minton tiles, the only ceiling of its kind in the Rights Pioneers Monument, added in 2020
world, After decades of deterioration, the tiles Farther north, the Concert Ground and Maumberg
L & k 1] k i k BEthESd d TEI'I'EL‘:E & i were restored by the Central Park Conservancy Bandshell continue the Mall's long history as a
i 3 s # Fnu ntain and reinstalled in 2007, place for music, performance, art, and public
gathering.
\ ; Map Al the center of the Terrace stands Bethesda
/ /| Central Park f-v" Fountain, home to the bronze statue Angel of the
" | _ BOgthouse gyl /M y _— ) '. bt e Barkhe ook b of Things to Do Here
A J ""‘?L o 4 \ Activities Waters, one of the Park's most beloved works
S (’ ] v, i art,
The ; .
Pdint - events Things to Do Here
by : # gt 11 hﬁ
- W Pilgrim Attractions Pilgrim
: Hill Hill
\ J. : »
BéthesdayTerrace(
&Fou r!!_ta| “\J Tours - e # 1 ;, = .
Guide to Fall Foliage Iconic Views of
2 . : in Central Park Central Park Tour
. _ One of Central Park's most iconic
Invite a Friend S
. destinations, Bethesda Terrace overlooks Fesirs -Ouided Ry
. - - W : : Iconic Views of A Walk Through t
mmqw ) § SEttiﬂgS i Bethesda Fountain and The Lake, with Central Park Tour Heart of Central P Also in the Area
" Piayf';'éiﬁ > | . A ‘] ||H sweeping staircases, arched passageways,
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Mobile App

‘ _ / - ‘ — < SELECT A DISTANCE _:q' q < SELECT A DISTANCE .‘,f'
b '---_--_ _-_-_.T I
. P - 3 y Q. Where to? L \ ’ * / ’
f 7 'x I/" ThE cm' “-k-..__ .
_ KX @
% s % 4 L W LY 1]
¢ _’—'J‘ | i v .
Explore Map Modes
< 1 MILE JOG
“ ntl;‘ui Park | Choose what you want to see in the park
| (../ v/ | | ] |
| i
E i
_ =
L1
Pilgrim
Hil . ; % g
EI.F'H‘IF' ".H ‘I'F-rri ci
&1Fuunta|n
Jogging Routes Bike Paths
Photo Spots Movie Locations
Q. Where to? &
—
) O\ 'l e £ Y N\
— pr— - — —
A
_ &
i ’
F i
LY 4
4
L]
@
L
< 1 MILE JOG




Mobile App

Countdown Animation in Figma

To make the jogging mode feel more intentional, |
added a short animated countdown before the
active jog tracker.

The user first sees the full jogging route on the
map, then taps Start Run at the bottom. Instead of
iImmediately jJumping Iinto the tracker, the prototype
transitions into a countdown sequence: 3, 2, 1, GO.
This gets the user hyped to start their fun.

In Figma, | built the animation as a series of
connected countdown frames, using the After
Delay trigger. Each number has a small and large
version, allowing the text to pulse as It appears.
The small-to-large transition uses Smart Animate
with an Ease Out setting, while each number fades
iInto the next with a short dissolve. After “GO”
appears, the prototype automatically transitions
iInto the active jogging tracker.

1 mile countdown...

|




MoDbile App

Movie Locations Map Mode

. Q. Where to?| 4 ¢

\ Movies Filmed Here ) : The Avengers
Bethesda Terrace 2012 - Action/Adventure - PG-13

Explore Map Modes

Choose what you want to see in the park = Cential Park
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At the end of the film, Thor takes Loki and the
Tesseract back to Asgard, and the rest of the
Avengers go their separate ways.
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N in Central Park .
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Find classic park experiences, outdoadr h h t st pid] ShE ?
k E : |
_§; Activities } fitness, tours, and scenic wWays to explore, t rOug O p H H '
| . ; orse & Carriage Rides
a Ct i Viti es Hﬁrﬁe & Carrlage Rldas b g 3 \ { Back Select a Date x A Select a Time
ﬁ Events f Choose Your Ride f 3
Experience Central Park and NYC's best
_ : i < March 2026 3
m Attractions Top Activities attractions through a classic, timeless lens § l Available times for March 27 2026
LY i
. Central Park Ride $120 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
& QLS In New York City, horses represent a bygone era
when horseback riding and horse-drawn : : 2 23 2 | 28 ; .
&+ Invite a Friend carriages were the primary modes of A o — e Sa0.AM a0
g P y Central Park's scenic paths and
transportation, shaping the iconic history of landmarks. 1 e 3 4 5 6 /
{:1' Settings Manhattan before the age of cars and public 10:00 AM 10:30 AM
’ transit. | 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
-» Sign Out Book Now '
E . . ’ ’ 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
A horse-drawn carriage ride allows you to explore 12:00 PM 1:00 PM
Horse and Carriage Centr-lal Park the m.lra}r' t‘hat it wa? designed to be 59 3 o4 o5 o6 57 8
Rides Yoga in the Park experienced. See iconic attractions on our Central
Park Carriage H|delur taﬁuke in even more on our Park & City Ride $240 29 30 31 ; - 5:30 PM 6:00 PM
85°F extended Park & City Ride which includes many
famous landmarks along 5th Avenue and A longer experience combining
glar; :amursmﬂ » All Activities Rockefeller Plaza. And during the holiday season Central Park views with nearby city
'D o see the 5th Avenue holiday light show and the sights. Select a Time Review Ride
A 1 Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree!
: | l :
N\ O\ Book a Ride
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ﬂ Children State
Horse & Carriage Rides “ h | ,. Horse & Carriage Rides 5 _ H Horse & Carriage Rides J L . 25 Minute Carriage Ride J ! «
Friday, March 27, 2026 at 6:00 PM ‘ STOR RIS CNVIRGE OIS LR 0 ¢ ¢ . Shopping Cart ‘ * 2 Adults
s KaaiiG ‘ ‘ | ZIP CODE . E?égziqay, March 27, 2026 at t ) )
o . ~ + 3 adults & 2 kids under the age of 12, or » * 25 Mt Carriagh Ride \ \ ... + Your carriage awaits.
o s s 2 adults & 3 kids under th f12 * ZAduits
» 2 adults ids under the age of 12, or : . : : :
: - « For Friday, March 27, 2026 at <> Minute Carriage Ride
« 1 adult & 4 Kids under the age of 12 Contact information « 2 Adults
25 Minute Carriage Ride $120 6:00 PM y Barsoni it hod
+ For Friday, March 27, 2026 at y v
Additional Options Einail 6:00 PM Visa ending in 1212
45 Minute Carriage Ride $180 i it -ane?
; VAL JOU N acicR G ic ol _’ —’ —} . ) : ._’ Your Central Park ride is booked for Friday,
. Confirmation will be sent to .
Payment Information i Subtotal $120.00 March 27, 2026 at 6:00 PM.
Choose an option A ' ;
v Taxes & Fees $7.00 Sman@exampie.com L _
B Ride (25 Minute) $120 A confirmation has been sent to your email, and
arriage riae inute $45 - Box of Ferrero Rocher Chocolates Payment @
@ wisa secmar the event has been added to your calendar.
Method Total 127.00
How many Adults and Children? $ Subtotal $120.00
$60 - Dozen Red Roses Subtotal $120.00 :
_ | Tosas & Bad $7.00 Taxes & Fees $7.00
Adults $60 - Mixed Floral Bouquet Credit Card Details Review Order
. Total $127.00
$120 - Photography Moo on card Total $127.00
u Children
Continue to Payment Add to Cart Complete Purchase
This private carriage holds up to: card numbar
* 4 adults, or
« 3 adults & 2 kids under the age of 12, or
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MoDIle APP Events, Tours, Attractions Pages

Events Tours Attractions

of Central Park in Central Park

Explore Central Park on a self-guided tour Central Park offers-hundreds of special
or tour with-a licensed expert attractions across its 843 acres.

in Central Park

Browse all Central Park events and
° concerts

" - 5
Nancy Mulligan
f ¥  View Profile

] o Upcoming Events horizontal scroll Featured Tours Top Attractions
ap
“ & Activities
[es) Events b
3§ Attractions >
AR Tours )
&+ Invite a Friend
{3} Settings
[ SignOut
" April 10th, 8AM - 9PM B Aprit 10th 4
Pickleball at The Amazing Race Self-Guided E- Cherry Blossom
B5TE Wollman Rink Style Scavenger H Scooter Tour Wellness Walk Belvedere Castle Strawberry Fields
) All Events All Sightseeing Tours All Attractions

-—#

Gl i i Walking Tours The Mall
Gladiators NYC | | | .

‘ | Take a guided walk in the park. The Mall is Central Park's iconic
Gladiators NYC is NYC's promenade lined with majestic
premiere medieval event, featuring American elms and statues of
Knights In tull armor fighting it out in renowned writers like Shakespeare and

Burns.

the middle of Central Park, every
second Saturday of the month.




Clicking the icon opens the journey map,
taking user to destination.

MoDblle APP  user Profile

— My Park — My Park — My Park

Nancy Mulligan v aY Nancy Mulligan

Central Park Explorer F f == Central Park Explorer

Nancy Mulligan

Central Park Explorer

[ Member since March 2026

3 Member since March 2026 A 9 Member since March 2026

Calendar ‘0::02 Friends Q Favorites e E Calendar Friends O Favorites B E Calendar &3 Friends Favorites
Upcoming Events Friends Favorite Spots
¢ March 2026 >
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
22 3‘ 24 25 26 7 28
| | : X Zach Jennifer
In Park In Park
1 2 3 4 D o 7/
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Bethesda Fountain
Sidney Emilio
Out of Park Out of Park Bethesda Fountain is one of the largest

22 23 24 25 26 24 28 v fountains in New York and is an

Horse & Carriage Rides .
excellent spot for people-watching,
3 4 Friday, March 27, 2026 at 6:00 PM meeting friends, or just relaxing and
taking in the beautiful views.

29 30 31

N

25 Minute Carriage Ride

2 Adults
FRIDAY, MARCH 27
Horse & Carriage Rides Meet at
Central Park, Columbus Circle
6:00 PM Entrance

Columbus Circle Entrance

(et Directions
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Cancel Event

Metropolitan Museum of Art

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
hoticee 3 collection of over 5 000 veares



Nancy Mulligan
# . N View Profile
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O Map

Jf‘ Activities

E+ Sign Out

85°F

Park Hours
6:00 AM - 1:00 AM

X

2 Activities

@ Fuants
Sign out?

Are you sure you want to sign out of

Central Park Go?

Cancel

Park Hours
6:00 AM-1:00 AM

Sign Out

MoDIle APP  Add a Friend and Settings

Add a Friend

()  Add from Contacts

Meetup Easier in the Park

Add friends to share live location, find each
other faster, and coordinate meetups
anywhere in Central Park.

See who's in the park

See friends’ live locations on the map

@ Plan meetups in real time

Coordinate plans and arrive together

Q@ Added safety for families

Quickly locate kids if they get
separated in the park

Settings

e Nancy Mulligan

Language

Distance units

Go Invisible

Account and login

Privacy policy

Terms and conditions

About

@@

English (US)
Espanol
Francais

Italiano
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Final Reflection

Challenges and Things Learned

Designing Central Park Go challenged me to turn This project taught me the importance of designing
one of New York City’s most iconic and around real user moments. Inside a park this large,
overwhelming public spaces into a mobile visitors need fast answers: where they are, where
experience that feels clear, useful, and they are going, what is nearby, how long it will take, e T
approachable. Early in the project, | underestimated and what route makes the most sense. Features = a
the true scale of Central Park. As | began mapping Ike the Interactive map, location detail pages, = "
destinations, paths, landmarks, activities, events, event cards, ticketing flow, favorites, friend = = |

i o EEE -
and navigation needs, the park felt much larger and tracking, and grab menu all grew out of that need = B R =
way more complex thar | thought. That sense of for clarity. o - Moo= s
scale became one of the central design challenges. Eu! | h = = : b

Overall, Central Park Go became more than a = .-- L o

One of the biggest challenges was organizing a navigation app concept. It became an exercise In E . !' wu. - =
massive physical space into a digital experience organizing complexity, building confidence through - .II R -
that could still feel simple. Central Park is not just a design, and creating a digital companion that helps ; = e e e =
park with a few major landmarks. It functions users feel less swallowed by the park and more in | I..
almost like a small city. The app needed to help control of their experience.
users feel oriented and in control without removing
the sense of discovery that makes the park special. III
Another challenge was balancing map functionality III
with editorial detail. The app needed to work as a
practical navigation tool, but it also needed to feel NII
engaging for tourists, families, and first-time
visitors exploring landmarks, movie locations, photo - - - ® - T--0 8 2 B &
spots, events, bike routes, and friends inside the e

park. This required careful decisions around
hierarchy, filters, icon states, location pages,

favorites, and interaction patterns. Interactions map in Figma



